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PREFACE. 


SE V E R AL of our learned Sub- 
fcribers having intimated to us» 
that the Life we compiled of the 
celebrated Mr. Addifon would be of 
fervice to thofe who have that Au- 
thor's Works, 'tis chiefly in compliance 
^ with their advice that wc publifta the 
%^prefent edition of it. 
' ^ 'Tis' to the learned and ingenious 
'-^Mr. Bayle that we owe this method 
^of Biography, in which caft two 
^ Lives only (fuch excepted as are pub- 
"i lifhed in our General Didionary) have 
"* appeared in Englifh, \}i%. thofe of 
Hales and Chillingworth (i). But not- 
withftnnding the advantages of this 
manner of writing , yet Jome perfon« 
objcift againft it, as being unconnected,, 
4efultory, and perpetually breaking the, 
thread of the narration. This objec- 
\ tion, however plaufible, will not be; 

A. 2 . found 

» 
» 

(i) Both by Mr. Des Maizeauz. 


found of any wi^ight, efpecially againft 
hiftor'cal and critical Dictionaries. For 
an author who purpofcs to give the 
life at length, in the common way, of 
a perfpn, how confpicuous foevcr, is 
frequently obliged to introduce a great 
number of particulars, infinitely Icfs 
curious than thofe for which the Ob- 
ject of his writing is chiefly diftin- 
guKhedj'by which means much of the 
reader's time is fpent in running over 
a great number of lefs confiderable in* 
Cidents. r : 

But the Biographer, who writeS;^ in 
Mr. Bayle's manner, firfl draws the 
analyiis or outlines, as it were, of the 
life, and of this he forms his Texf^ 
for the ufe of thofe whofe time may 
be precious, or who only dcfire a ge- 
lieral account of perfons. But then, 
as fo fuccind: a narrative alone -is not 
fatisfadtory to a great number of rea- 
ders, our BiographcY fcleds fuch par- 
ticular circumftances in the perion's* 
life, as are very curious, important, 
and diftinguifli him from other men$ 
and omitting all the reft, he throws 
thefc into the form of Notes or Remarks^ 

which 


(Hi) 

which arc connedled with the Text by 
pfoper fefcrcftces. 

This flicwS the fUperiority o( the 
method in queftion over that com- 
monly ufed ; for as very probably, not 
above the twentieth part, more or left, 
of a perfon's life, tho* of the greatcft 
eminence, may be very remarkable; 
the judicious Biographer, who writes 
in imitation of Mr. Bayle, extracts 
thofe remarkable particulars only, and 
by that means draws the life into a 
very narrow compafs j whereby, as 
was before obferved, the 4*cader em- 
ploys his time to much greater advan- 
tage, and is enabled to extend vaftly 
more the compafs of his reading, 

BeHdes, in a critical Didionary it is 
neceflary to explain and illuftrate the 
accounts of different Writers, by com* 
paring them together, and to corre<3; 
their errors; which is beftdone by way 
of Remarks ; and thefe we have fre- 
quently endeavour'd to render agreeable 
by a variety of reflexions of a mifcei- 
laneous kind. 
We were not infenfible of the weighty 

i*ask we fet our felves, when wc at- 
tempted 


tempted our General DiSitonary\ for 
befides the great difficulty of only 
tfan fluting that of Mr. Bayle with ac- 
curacy and fpirit, confidcring the mul- 
titude of perfons and fubjedls he writes 
upon ; the fire, and fometimes obfcurity 
pf his didtion ; the great number of 
pafl'ages in the learned Languages, as 
well as Quotations from the Poets, of 
which we were determined to give a 
verfion : befides all thefe, how laige a 
field had we open'd to our felves ! fince 
we found ic would not only be abfo- 
lately nece0ary for us to cprredt and 
enlarge Mr. Bayle's articles, of which 
we have already given feveral inftances ; 
but propofed to introduce the moft U- 
luftrious pcrfbnages of all ages and na- 
tions , thofe particularly of our own. 
All this however we might have done 
with little or no labour, could vf^ have 
contented our felves with barely tran- 
flating the loofe accounts of the learn- 
ed d'Herbelot, and the very erroneous 
ones of Moreri and others, all whofe 
errors are multiplied by the compilers 
of the Didionary under Mr. Collier's 
nam^. But as this would have been 

of 

• 

i 


(V) 

'of little benefit to the publick, fo nei- 
ther would it have been to our own 
reputation ; for which reafons we rc- 
foWed to go to the fources, to perufe 
the original authors, and extract our 
materials from thdm. 

We believe it may be joftly afHrmed, 
that no nation boafts a greater number 
of valuable authors than our own, 
and yet no people have been lefs care- 
ful of drawing up their lives, A mul- 
titude of materials for this purpofe 
are difpers'd in dedications, prefaces, 
funeral fermons, pamphlets, and other 
loofe pieces, the latter of which en- 
joying generally but a tranfitory life, 
muft be fnatch'^d whilft they are to be 
procured, Otherwife they fink into ob- 
livion. This is feen in the following 
Life, in which extracts aretdken from, 
or mention is^ made of feveral little de- 
tachy pieces that Were atready forgot, 
and which would have been quite loft, 
had we not taken notice of them. Should 
.any perfon objedl, that fe^ral of thefe 
were not worthy our notice, we anfwcr, 
that fuch pieces were not introduced as 
valuable in themfelves,but as remarkable 

for 


(vi) , 

for being levelled at fo eminent a man 
as Mr. Addifon. To give an inftance : 
Tho* we confidered the pamphlet, en- 
titled, Afpy upon the Spectator ^ as a very 
contemptible one, we yet thought it 
would be proper to inform our readers, 
that fo incomparable a feries of writ- 
ings as the SpeBatoTy had been attacked 
with virulent but impotent malice, by 
an obfcure, anonymous writer, and to 
give a fpecimen of his genius. The 
fame we obferve of many other authors, 
fomething above the rank of pamphle- 
teers, from whofe Works we have ex- 
tracted jfeveral things of a peculiarly 
iniipid kind. 

As therefore we have not fpared ci- 
ther labour or expence to make our 
Work of advantage to the publick, we 
hope that the Learned and Ingenious 
will fiill favour us with their encou- 
ragement ; and not £hew any regard to 
the malicious iniinuations of thofe who 
would perfuade them that our Work 
will fwell to an exorbitant number of 
yolunws. 


THE 


THE 


LI F E 


O F 


Dean ADDISON. 


LANCELOT ADDISON fon of 
L,anceIot Addifon, a Minidcr^ 
born at Mauldifmeaburne in the 
parifli of Crofby-Ravenfworth in 
the county of Weftmorland, was educated 
at the Grammar- fchool at Appleby in the 
fame county, and fent to Queen's- College 
in Oxford in 1 650, where he became firft 
a Poor Child (^), afterwards Batchelor of 
Arts January 25, 1654 (^), and Matter of 
Arts July 4th 1657 (A He was chofen 
for one of the Terra-fitii for the A£i^ that 
was celebrated Jn 1658 \ but his fpeech re- 
flefting feverely upon the rigid part of the 
Univerfity at that time, he was brought 
upon his knees, and made his fubmifllon 
and recantation for what he had faid. 
Soon after he left the Univerfity, and 

(a) Wood's Jtbena Oxon* Part II. Col. 970. edit. 2da 1721. 
(bj WQod\ FdJIi Oxon» p. 105. (cj Ibid. p. 115. 

:, B lived 


[2] 

lived near Pctwofth in Suflex till the re- 
fioration. Dr. Henry King then Bifhop 
of Chicbefter being inforo^ed by the Gen- 
tlemen of Suflex 'of Mr. Addifon'si.loyalty, 
and the danger and fufferings to which he 
had expofed himfelf on account of his 
principles, took him under his care, and 
would have preferred him, had he not ac- 
cepted of the CbaplaTnlhip at Simkifky 
Contrary to tfie^iChop's approbation. He 
continued at Dunkirk till it was given up 
to the French in 1662, and after his re- 
turn to England he accepted of the place 
of Chaplain at Tangier, where he refided 
feveral years. He came back to England 
about the beginning of the year 167Q, 
with a refolucion to return to Tangier 5 
but another perfon being placed in his 
room, he was difappointed of his pur- 
pofe, and deftitute of any preferment, till 
a worthy Knight who was acquainted with 
his circumftances, beftowed upon him the 
fmall Redory of Milefton or Milfto« near 
Amelbury or Ambrofcbury in Wlkfhire, 
whither he retired. He was afterwards 
made Prebendary of minor pars Alt arts in 
the church of Sarum, Chaplain in ordi- 
nary to King Charles the Second, and in 
1675 took both the degrees of Batchelor 
and Doftor in Divinity {d). In 1683, 

(i) Wood's Atbtn, Oxofi, ubi fupra» 

being 


tsi 

being thf IT, a$ Mr. Wood fuppoie^, Arch- 
deacon of Coventry, he was prefentcd by 
the Coinmiflioners for EccleQaftiq^l Ar* 
fairs to the Deanery of LichSeld in confi- 
deration of his former fervices at Tan- 
g.ier, and his J'oflcs by fire m Wiltlhire. 
He was inftallcd June 19th 1683 (e). He 
would probably have been raffed to a Bi- 
lhoprici;-foot>'.af^r the Revolution, if he 
had not been confidered hf the then Mini- 
ftry, as too mujcli attached, to the contrary 
party*. He died in 1703, and was buried 


itx the weft-part of the yard belonging 
t6 the Cathedral of Lichfield (f). He left 
three fons, I. Jofeph. II. Guidon, who 


died Governor of Fort St. George in the 
Eait^Indi^. III. Lancelot, who was firft 
cntred in Qurecn^s College, and was after- 
guards Mafter of Arts, aad Fellow of Mag- 
dalen College in Oxford *, and one daugh- 
ter, firft married to Dr. Sartre, formerly 
Minifter of Montpellier, dftd aftervirards 
Prebendary of Wethninfter 5 and fedwidly 
to Daniel Combes Efq;. Dr. Addifon wrote 
feveril books^ of which we ffaall give an 
account in the remarks [jf]. 

[jf] He wrote /ever al hooh 9 oftohicb wefiall gwt 
ein account, 1 mfi Barbary^ or a Jhort Narrative ^ 
the revolutions of the hngJoms rfFez. and Morocco* 
H^tth an account of tie frejent cufiomi^ facrid^ civil, 

fej L*c Neve, fafii Ecclef, Akgticani^ p, xx8« 

(fj Lc Neve, uU fujpra. ^ 

B a 
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4]iddo^eflie. Sj Lamtiot Mdijin» ChapUih U bis 
Majefiy inordinary. Oxford at the theater , 1671,, 
in Svoy pages 226. He afliires us in the preface, 
that in osdcr to be certain of the truth of the fa^s, 
which he relates, he had taken all the methods that- 
appeared to him mod proper for that purpofe, a$< 
far as the nature of the fubjed would permit; that, 
he had taken the advantage of converHng with the 
Moors and Jews, to enlarge or corrcft the obferva- 
tions, jwhich he himfelf had made in travel'ing' 
over that country. So that thefe remarks were not. 
merely accidental or occafional, but the refult of an 
accurate enquiry for many years into the cufloms and 
jiianners of that nation. In (hort, that he had not* 
contented himfelf with examining once or twice in-« 
to the fadls which he mentions ; but had rejcdled i 
feveral particulars, becaufe he could not procure aj 
fufficient confirmation of them j fince it was his, 
deHgn not to amufe the world with romantic and' 
chimerical ftories ; but to write with the utm<>ft' re* ^ 
^rd to truth and to the publico knd to^ds/ance no*'! 
thing, but what was well confirmed. 'H& tells us^^ 
that the reafon of his faying nothing of th* colleges 
6t academies of that country^ wa^ becaufe they 
have none ; and with regard to libraries, the Moors 
are fo far from having any, that they fhew the ilt« • 
mofl furprize, when they fee any old book in their 
language. Of this he gives fevers] inflai\ces. 

Tbe prefent ft ate of the Jews ; [more particularly ' 
relating to thofe in Barbary ) wherein is tontatned 
eat ixaS account of their cvftoms^ fecular and religi- ^ 
€us. To which is annexed a Summary Difcourfe of the ^ 
Mi/nay Talmudy and Gmara. By L. Addtfony one 
•fbis Majeftfs Chaplains in ordinary ^ and the author 
qfthe late revolutions and prefent cuftoms of the king- 
doms of Fez and Morocco. London, 1675, in 8vo, 
pges 249. It is dedicated to Sir Jof. Williamfon, 
Secretary of Rate, &c. from Milfton near Ambrojebifry ' 
inJFiltSy Jan.2%th 16^4-5. He informs us in the 
introdu^ioni that he propofes nothing in that work 
tL . but 


is] 

but to ^ the pa^t xif a faithful hSftoriati, wididtit 
attdttipting any other art to pleafe the reader, than a 
plain atKi fimple narration of truth; toobtam which 
he made ufe of the fame care and examtnation ^s ht 
httd done in h» former book. Had^r. Barfhage Keen, 
this treatife, he ttiight have received very cottfiderabhs 
lights from h in order to compleat his Biftorj tfth 
yews. 

The primitivt ItfflituHon, or a fe^fonahk f)ifconrf9 
of catecbifing ; wherein is pewn the antiquity 9 "bene' 
Jit and neeeffity thereof \ together with its fuitahle^ 
nejs to heal the frefeni dijtempers of this national 
Church. By L. Addifon^ one of his Majefifs Chaf- 
lams in ordinary^ in iimo (i). 

ji modeft plea for the Chrgy^ vfherein it Irieff- 
eonjidered the original, antiquity and netefjity of that 
calling v together with the fpurions and genuine w- 
cafions of their prefent contempt, Londonyi^'jjt %V9^ 
(2]. We find this book with, fome little alteration 
in the tide, nient^ned in a catalogue of books print- 
ed or fold by W. Crooke in 1 680* at the end of a 
piece entitled, Conjiderations upon the reputation,, 
loyalty, manners and religion of Thomas Hobbes of 
liialmsbury. IFritten by himfelf by way of letter ta 
a learned perfon. Printed by the fame Crooke ia 
1 68a. Dr. Addtfon> book is in that catalogae under 
the following title : A modtfl Tlea for the Clergy^ 
wherein it briefly confldered their original, antiquity 
and necefjity ; together with the true andfalje grounds 
cf their being Cx much flighted, neglected . and unjuft^ 
ly defpifed. By A- ^' />• B in %vo. Dr. Hicfces re- 
printed rhts book in 1709, with two other pieces,. 
one by Samuel Gibfon, entitled A Sermon cfthefacer^ 
dotal Benediction^ tfr. Printed in 1620 j and the 
other by Dr. Peter Heylin, entitled, A Difcourf^- 
fublijhed to undeceive the people in point of tithes^ 
{jTr. Printed in 164^8,. under the fiffcitiaus name of 
Pidl. IVdcinie^* tvhich it the anagram 6f his owi^ 

(1) Wood, Athtth Oxoit, -C^l 971. (a) U. lbid» 

B J lum«^. 
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name, Thefe three difcourfes were republifbed 
in order to be oppofed to tbi rights §/ the Cbri^ 
Jtian Cbttrtbf ancTwere printed in 8vo. Dr. Hickes 
publiihed thU book with the former title men- 
tioned by fFsodf and without the author^s name ; and 
he tells us in his Preface to the colle^ion above* 
mentioned, that it was publifh'd at I«ondon by W. 
"Crooke 1677 $ but he owns, that the author of thii 
anonymous piece had taken fuch care to conceal his^ 
name, that after all his enquiry both at London ands 
in the two univerfities, he could not poilibly difco- 
ver it, or even learn whether he was a Clergyman or 
a Lavman; tho' he inclined to think^ that he was 
the fatter, fince he always fpeaks of the Clergy ia^ 
the third p^foit, as if he were not of that body. 
lie declares like wife, that he knew nothing of this 
book, but that it was communicated to him by one 
of his friends, whom he mentions. He adds, that 
tne author of this piece, whoev(:r he was, has treat- 
ed his fubje^t with a great deal 6f (Uength and accu- 
racy, and mixed facred and profane learning v^ry ju- 
dicioufly ; and that he writes in a noble, elevated- 
ilile, and with a ftrain of eloquence fuitable to the. 
dignity of the fubjedl. If Dr. Hickes had ever fcen 
the Catalogue of looks, printed by Mr. Crooke, Dr... 
Addifon^s Bookfeller, he would never have been . in 
doubt about the author, but immediately have afcribed. 
ft to him. 

The firft fiate of.Mahometifm\ or an account of the 
author and dofirine of that impofiure. Lond. 1678,. 
ivo (3). This book was reprinted . the next year^ 
with fome alteration in the title : the life and death 
bfMabomeii the author of the Turkijh religion, being an, 
account of bis tribe, parents, birth, t^c. 1679, %po,, 
pages 136. The autJior in a ihort advertifcmcnt in-, 
forms us, that he has endeavoured, to give a juft and 
faithful account of the life and dod^ine of ^aho*! 
ixlec, and to clear tjiem both from feveral fabulous 
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reprefentationSy which had been long believed. He 
adds, that he had Do other defign in publri^ing this 
worki than to fliew what kind of a man Mahomet 
was, whofe execrable do^rine has iuipofed at pre* . 
fent To grofly upon the greatefl part of the world. ' 
This book contains 24 chapters. Dr. Addifon fpeak- 
ing of the means, which contributed to the propa- 
gation of Mahometifoi, among other principles men- 
tions that of toleration (4), which is clearly cfta- • 
bliflied in the Koran^ efpecially with regard to Chri- 
flians. He mentions {5} the treaty oi Alliance ^ which 
is reported to have been made between Mahomet 
and the Chriftians ; and takes notice afterwards (6} 
of the different opinions of learned men concerning 
that piece. Gabriel Sionita publiihed it in France 
from the original, which it is faid was found in a 
monadery of mount Carmel, and was reprinted 
in Germany by John Fabricius in 1638. Grotius 
thought it to be a forgery. Hottinger who had ne- 
ver fee n it would not venture to condemn it. Dr. 
Addifon fays, that we may conflder it as one of 
Mahomet's artifices to fupport his authority, which 
vi^as then in its infancy ; but when he afterwards' 
faw it fufficiently ellabliihed, he changed his Ian*, 
guage, and added feveral . chapters to his Koran^ 
where he denounces death, imprifonment and flavc- 
rv againft the Infidels, b;^ which expreilion he pac- 
ticularly means the Chriftians. Dr. Addifon tells as 
afterwards, that having asked a pcrfon very wcll^ 
skiird in the Arabic tongue, what he thought of 
this treaty of Mahomet with the Chridians, he re-' 
.plied, that when he had read ir, he was of opinion 
it was a fpurious piece, becaufe he found nothing. 
in the ftile, which was like thit of the Koran i 
that in the edition of it, in Arabic and Latin thetq 
IS a Preface by the Printer, which Informs us,' that 
this piece, was brought from, the Bail by a Capuchin, 

• ■ . if • • 

. (4} Chap. zvii. pn loif ip^, which an wtopg marked* oa^ai^ 

(5) Ch. xviii. (6J Ch* xi^. p. 1 13 ^ /lf» 

^. i^uned 


named Tadfi^ve Scaligrr ; and that it is irety pro- 
bible it had bcrti forged hf that Miffionaiy. We 
have Hkewife atnt^thcr title to this book, which is 
as follows: Tkf firft State of Mam\jm£dism, U- 
itig (tn e^nSl account tf Mahnmed, the author of the 
Twrkip reftpon. His prophecies about his comings 
pedigree^ parents^ trii/e, ^irth, education, marriages, 
filtbtnejs ofHfe, pretenM revelation, retirement, col- 
leiiions and compofure ^ i^/V Alcoran, of his con^ 
V entitles tf/ Mbcca, tohere he gained his firft profe^ 
lytes, WV. Liketoije a Relation of his difputes with 
the J^^Sy f>f his tvars, of the propagation of his 
doSfrines, of his partidifes and miracles, with the re^ 
fnarkable paffages of his death- To which is added, 'The 
ftate and condition that Chriftendom and Chriftianity 
were in at that time- f he fecond edition, by the au- 
thor of the Prefent ftate of the Jews. London^ 
printed for Will. Crooke, 1687, in 8vo, pages 136. 
This was the Bookfellet's title ; for the edition i^ 
page for page the fame with that abovementioned. 

jin introdu^ion to the Sacrament y or a port ^ plain 
and fafe way to the Communion- 1 able i being an in- 
troduSlion fir the worthy receiving of the Lord^s- 
Supper, Colle^edfor, and familiarly to, every par- 
ticular Communicant, By L. Addifon^ D. B. Dean of^ 
Lichfield, To which is added, Uhe Communicant^ s 
Jtjftftantf being a colIeSlion of devotions to that pur* 
pofe, London, printed for IV. Crooke, 1686, /» 12**, 
pages i^^, (7). Mr. Wood mentions an edition of 
the former of thefe tracts in 168 1. 

In the Dedication {To the right tvorfhipful Rob. 
Hyde Efq\ my truly and much honoured Patron) the- 
author fays, " The following papers were at firft only 
•• dcfigned for the help and fervice of my own Pa- 
** rJIhioners (your tenants i) and being refolved to 

(7) Tn the Catalogue of books prefixed to this is, ji mod^ Pltm. 
fir the Clergy y ivberein is confidertd the Reafons why the Clergy Are 

Uatid wgkaeii ly X* A.I>.^^nd Dun 4 Lkbfi4itL 
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** czpofe them to public cenfore, I need not dellte- 
•* rate to whom they were due, &c." Tl^cn follow ifc 
Mn Advertifement of the Booh feller to the reader^ in- * 
this manner : *♦ Having twice printed the following 
•' Introduiiion^ I now purely, for the public good ' 
*' commit it the third time to the prefi In whiclv 
*\ edition I have earneftly foUicited tk6 author for 
*' enlargements, but found him wholly deaf to any 
*' fuch propofal, &c. . . . However, I have prevail- 
*' ed with him to add a Colleilion of Devqtions^ in-» 
•* ferior perhaps to none of this kind.*' 

A difcourje ^ Ta n g i e r , under the Government of ' 
the Earl of Twiot , ^c. London, /^.to, 2d Edit, (8). 
Mr. Wood like wife afcribes to him the following 
book : The Catechumen i or an Account given by 
the young perfon of his knowledge in religion^ before 
his admijffion to the LordU Supper, as a ground- to ork 
for the right underftanding of the Saeramentm Lend. 
1 690, I imo. This is the title of it according to Mr* 
Wood ; but we £nd it with the following title : 7bi 
Catechumen's or an Account given by the young perfon 
to the Minifter of bis knowledge in religion upon bis 
Jtrft admifjion to the Lord's Table. Recommended U 
the prefs by two eminent Divines of the chureb of 
England, London^ WilL Crooke^ 1 690, in 1 2®, pagg. 
100. After the title we find a letter, 1. To the Au» 
tbor, fignM L, A. who ezprefles not only his approba- 
tion of the book, but earneftly defires to have it madi 
public. 2. To the Bookfeller, fign'd Jo, Scott, who 
commends and approves the book. This (hews, that 
Dr. Addifon is not the Author of this little piece, 
tho* afcribed to him in the catalogue at the end of 
the Cbrijlian's daily Sacrifice, ^c* 

XPISTO'S' Arro'eEOS ; or an mfiorical Account 
§f the Herefy, denying the Godhead ofChrift. Lon- 
cfoo} (^ Robert Clavell, at the Peacock, St. PauPt 
church/ard, 1696, in 8vo, pAgg. 107. 

(8}Wood^Arff« 0M9tt,uki fupra. 

The 


The foUoWingistnentioned by Mr. Wbod, The Chri- 
JliiAfTs daily Sacrijiee iu^ ofir^di or a fr»Rital Difetmr/g 
ttacbing tbi right ptrfirmance tfprayer^ hy L, Ayidi~ 
fin Dean of Lithfiili. Pnnted for Robert Clavell, 
1698, !!•. An Aitount of tbi Millenniufn^ ne ge- 
nuine aft of the two Saermnentu vi'Z. Baffifm and' 
the Lortts Suffer ; witb the CbrifHan's obligathn 
frequent h /* reteivg the latter, Thcfc three bft 
books with the- Catnhttmen are afcribed to Dr. Ad* 
difon iti a Catalogue printed at the end of bis Cbri' 
pan's daily Satrtjfite, 1698* 
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Joseph ApDisoN,Efq; 


JOSEPH ADDISON the Ton of the 
preceding, was born at Milfton near 
Ambrofebury in the county of Wilca 
in the year 1671. He received his 
firft education at the Charcer-houfc 
in London » from whence he was removed 
to Queen*s-College in Oxford. After he 
haJ been there about two years, the acci- 
dental fight of a paper of his verfes ia the 
hands of Dr, Ljincafter, then Dean of 
that Houfc, occafioned his b^ing clcdcd 
into Magdalen College (a)y where he took 
the degrees^f Batchelor and Matter of 
Arts. He employed his firft years in the 
ftudy of the ancient Greek and Roman 
writers, which had an admirable effeft, in 
giving tjiat noble and corredt turn to his 
genius, for which he is fo eminently dif- 


k . • ' *« 


(a J Mr. Tickeli*s Lift of Mr, AJdifon prcfix'd to his works* 

tinguiflied [^A], 


tinguifticd [yf^. He gave very early proofs 
of his excellent . talent In Poetry, by i 
(hort Engli(h copy of verfes addrcfs'd to 
Mr, Drytkn, witff a view partioriarly to 
his tranflacions [B]. Tbjs was foon fol- 
lowed 

I A] Which had an admirable effeS^ in giving that 
noble and correSi turn to his genius^ for which he is 
fo eminently. diftinguiJhed-'\ "•He caught, fays Mr. 
Tickell (i)« *' their langdage and- manner, as ftrdnglf, 
^* as other young people gain a French accent, or a 
** genteel air. An early acquaintance with the Claf- 
•• .fics is what may be called the good-breeding oj 
** Poetry^ as it gives a certain gracefulnefs. which 
*' never forfakes a mitid, that contra6led it in youth, 
*< but is feldom or never hit by thofe, who would 
V le^rn it too late. .., There is not perhaps, any 
^* harder task, than to tame the natural wildnefsi «f 
•* wit, and to civilize the fancy. Th6 generality of 
^ our old English Poets abound in forced conceits andi 
** afiedled phrafes ; and even thofe, who are faid to 
** come the neareil to exadlncfs, are but too fond of 
*' the unnatural beauties^ and aim at fomething bet- 
" ter than pcrfedlion. If Mr. Addifon's example 
•• and precepts be the occadon, that there now bc-i 
** gins to be a great demaiid, for correftnefs, we 
*-' may Juflly attribute it tg his-bein^ firft fjaihioned 
'* by the ancient models, and familidrTfed to pro- 
** pri'ety of thought and chaftity c^Bftile." 

[B^ A Jhort copy of verfes in En\lijh addrejfed /# 
Mr. Dryden,"] Thefc verfes arc dated from Magda- 
len college in Oxford, June 2d, 1693, when the 
author was but 22 years of age. They contain a ve- 
ry fine compliment upon Mr. Drydcn's tranllations 
of Fifgili Horace, JuvenaU Perfius and Ovid, That 
great Poet was then reduced to very melancholy cir- 

( i; Li 1 is Lift 0/ iJfr. Mdifm. 

cumftances 
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lowed by a verfion of the Fourth Georgic 
9f\. ^^gi^y 9^ which, the fkory of Ariftseus 
excepted, Mr. Dryden makes very honour- 
able mentibh [C]. He wrote likewife lie 

EJfay 

cumftances by the change of afiairs, and the lofs 
of fuch of his friends as had intereft at court ; he 
having before been very deeply engaged againft the 
revolution-party, fo that he was immediately remov- 
ed from the Laureat's place, when King William 
came to the crown. And yet we find, that Mr. 
Dryden's vivacity and poetical flame was nbt in the 
leaft abated by age or the diftrefs of his circum- 
llances ;, to which purpofe Mr. Addifon compliments 
him in the Poem abovemencioned in the beautiful 
manner following. ' ' 

Can neither in jar Us. of time oi^. age^ 
'Dahtp thy fditii heJr; and quench thy , rage ? 
Not fo thy X)vid'in'his^e}Ciie wrote,' 
Grief chili'^ his breaft^and checked his rijh^ thought : 
Penfive and fad his drooping Mufe betrays 
The Roman Genius in its lafl decays, 

He^ concludes' with his wiihes, that Mr. Dryden 
may have all the advantages of health and eafe, in 
order to ftnifti his tranflatiorf of Ovid's: Metamorpbo- 
fis ; and ends' with ,'this fine allttfion to thit Poet, 

■ - • • ... . . ^ , 

Then zOill thy Ovid, thus transformed^ reveal 
A nobler change than he himfelfcan tell, 

'[((?] T>^/i z\^s 'followed by a verfion of the- fourth 
Georgic of f^r^if,,jf/''wh'ich Mr. Dryden mahs' very 
honouraile''meHtHti.\ Th'efe are hia v^ord's: "The 
*• moil ingenious Mr. Addifon of Oxford has alfo been 
" -as troublefoihe tq me' asthe'oth^r twbj'' (fpc^ih^ 
or two celebrated focts, whofe Poems* Mr. Di-yden ' 

C - fays» 
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EJfaj upon the GtorgitU prefixed to Mr. 
Drydcn*s tranflation (^)' [-0]^ We have 

I (h) Mr. Tickcirs Lift ^.Mr./Ulifon prtfix'd tQ hu works. 

alfo 

{ays, had pnt him to AiffipieDt pains to make his own 
not inferior to theirs) " and on the fame account. 
** After his bee3, my latter fvvarm i$ fn^rc^Iy worth 
"the hiving (2)." 

[D] The Effky upon, the Georgia^, trefix^i to. Mr. ' 
Dr^derC^ tranjlation,'] Mn 'HckcJl haying obfcrvcd. 
that Mx. Dryden had. complimented Mr. Addifon.upr 
on his tranflation of FirgU's Fourth Georgic,, tells us 
that he wonders, that he did not at the fame time ac- 
knnv ledge his 9hIigation to Mr* Addifon for giving 
him this Effay, This has given occafion to Sir Ri* 
chard Steele to pafs a very fcvere cenfure upon Mv. 
Tickell^ for charging \lr..Drydea with concealing his 
obligation to Mr. Ad4irQnrwhen it is plain. (fays Sir Ri- 
chard) that the latter infided upop )iis name's not being 
mentioned. The f&fTage in Sir Richard Steele is as fol- 
lows (3) : " Mi. Djyden in his Virgilt after having ac- 
•* knowledg'd, that a certain excellent young man had 
" (hewed him many faults in his tranflation of Vir^ 
** gilf which he had endeavoured to. corre^l^ goc*" 
** on to fay. Two other worthy friends ofmine^ who 
*' defire to have their names concealed, fjeeing me. 
"• flraitned in my time, took pity on me, and gave me 
'* the Life of Virgil, the two rrefaces to the Pafto- 
" rals, and tht Georgics, and all the arguments in 
^ profe to the whole Tranflation, If Mr. Addifon is 
^ one of the two friends, and the Preface t^ the^ 
fieorficsht what the Editor calls the Efay^u^on- the 
^Georgia, as oae may adventure Vp. (ay they are, 
.firom. their being word for word the fame ; he has ., 

« . • ' _ 

K^) Dtydfli's Vir%iL Vol, II(. p. 8x9* London printed for J. • 
Tcnron i709,'8". (3) In his Dedication oi thz fecond 

edition of the Dr tf m M t A to Mr> Con c r £ v£ in 4<^* 2722. 
. ' • ' •' caft 
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aiib iba^ -pdier pieces of JtiSy -written by 
him in his youfh^ p^iicularjy a Svt^for 

'■'■••''••' Sf. 

*' tiaft an inhttialti iseflexioo upon Mr. Dnrden* who, 
*' tho* tied down not to name Mr. Addiu>n, pointed 
''^ at 'him To is all mankind converfant in thefe mat- 
^ tefs knew him, with an Elogiam equal to the high* 
. ".i(lttem»A:oti&ierhig «ho. it ..was. that be£bwed 
** it." This Efiay is an admirable criticifmupon Fir- 
giPsGiorgia, which is a fpecies of poetry, that has 
', beetle pux^under. the (amerhead with Pi^orsJ by fome 
/"w^ltcis, .t|io*Y .as Kir. Addifonhas lhewn« it is eilen- 
. tially iiifierent from it. Heobferves, that this kind 
or poetry addrefTes itCelfwio/Iy to the imagination i 
' 1/ // ait^etber converfant among the fields and woods 9 
.\and^ has j^heu^^fi delightful fart of nature for its 
proiuiiice.liraifes .in our minds a pedfing variety 
offfen^ -apd'yandpafeSi tobilfi tt ieatbes us ; and 
jodfes the drjefi of l^s iprecepts look like a defeription. 
:^^'fp fivuf^ qur .cfiiic dcnnc.s a Georgic toT)e fome part 
^ of tie fcience ofHushandrp put into a fleafing arefs» 
and fet off toitb all tbe beauties and emhellijhments 
utf Poefg* Vi^il* fays hc» has fipgled out fuch pre- 
cepts pt^hajt'fcienoe, as are ufeful, and at the (ame 
time moft'capable of p^i^ment ; h^ pftem conceals 
the prec^pt^n a^eicriptipn,. andTeprelfents his coun- 
tryman perforiiu^g ue. a&ipi^ in wHidi he ^Wfuld 
i^tt^ Jus readev , He takes care to relieve the fub- 
jeft with ' plealihg anB pertinent digreffions, wliich 
rife :nataralfy' from iXt and arc of a .pjeoc with the 
xnamdeBgn of ^hc Georgia THk fiyle is raifed' above 
, the .common and 'familiar {^tafe, and abounds with 
•inetaphors» ^grecifms «and circumlocutions, to give 
, liis.vrrfe.tHe greater jpomp. Mr., Addjfon concludes 
liis bfiay with this obfervation» xbat /£// fioem is tbe 
moft compleat, elaborate^ and fntp^d piece if all an- 
tiquity. Tbe Mfith indeed is tf is nobler kind, but 
4be Georgic is mere perfeSi in its Hind* Ybe Xneh 

Q 2 has 
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St. Cecilia* y Day at Oxford \ a Ttatijlatidn 
' of the Jiory^ofAcbiefnenities and Poly^bemc 

out of the third JEneidy in Milton* s flyle ; 

and an yfccount of tbegreateft Englifh Poets ; 

in the clofe whercofnc infinuatcs il defign 
, he then bad of going into holy orders, %o 
.which he was^ lUongly importuned hy his 
: father [£]. This lafl: poem wais written 




'^ has d gfiater varietj ofhe^pUs in it, hut thofe*of 
tbe Gco'Tgtc are more exquifiu: In fhoftt the CSc» 
CH-gic has all the ferfe£lton . that can be expeffed in a 
Poem wHuen by the greateft Poet in the ftotoer of 
his age^ when ' his invention was ready y his imagina* 
' tiontvarm, his judgment fett/ed,^ and alt his /acaU 
tfis in their full vigour and maturity. . ». 

' ' [£] A defign he then had of ^oin^ i^tHikf(^ Otdefs^,^^ 
'to which he to as flrongly importuned' by his father.'} 
' The verfesy in which he intimates that' dcfign^ are 
' as follows : ■ •''.■' 

Tvedone.at length i and nottft dear friend, receizne 
^ The laft poor prejent that my Mufe can give* 

* I lea^B the arts of Poetry, and t^erft' ; '' '\ 
, . T'oihem, that pra^i/e^em with more fuetefs. • "* 
' Of greater- truths til now prepare to tilll . ' " ^ ' ! 

Andfo at once, dear Friend and Mufi, faretbeil: \ 

Pauli Perri, a very eminent Divine in France in the 
XVI ith Centuf/, having pnblilhed a volttme of Poems, 
whilft he wai only a Student of Divinity, as, he wa» 
foon to be promoted tG' the A^iftry, enjdid his aji- 

• vertifemerit tb the. rdider with a fcritiirierit very lijte 
' that of Mr. Addjfon j ' ; ... - * 

- ■ . , . . .. f . . i . > . . \ 

^at ludo ttugifque datum, \ ' \ '; 
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ip tipyear i£^ an4 1^ ^dd^flcd toM^p 
^iKy (afceifwards cb/e fampUiS rPr.:) Sadier 
A^-crelJ,..in the jftrongeft teyoji^ of friendi- 
|h|p«^: though their intimacy was afcer« 

wards 

ThatM, 
'f Enough the MuTei kavfl eiigfigUiaylhopgbtf.; > 
." Theu: g^y (Mig^9 1 «oiir tii^ft <|i|ic f^r ey^r j[4>. 

r 

.urged .a$ fowtkfui rt^finsfvr'Hsfhufing tha^ Ufa^ 
^rpv4d ibi Ahf dfi^Ui U ijf Tbffe qv^l^ties, CiO»- 
xtiiM^es ckat Qcn'tUiBdiiy i^^ifb tbf, Frijifthood i$ fi 
immb 4d0rmeds tr^^r^P^id t^A^i^^ "if M^ 4^. /#* 

cf that honour, which they made him dectin^^ U ** 
<^ttSh ^ *tH-jAi^:.m^' ^riP((0f/ifi^\^ .£^ ^u/^ed 

\jk4 ^$dfe^^if. ffihUh ke kes i^fi^edkis l^Jfi^rstie 
M^rs fuueJsfiiUyt as th^ werejbis vqluntary^ not 
Ms [Hfceffary empkjmnt* ^h$ -^wrM Jiffc^me-yin- 
'/ei^iiy.ri<fmiied to wijdQH^ a^4 jpodnifh wk^ ^^^9 

^r^v^, «i(frcfle» himfelf a« fpUoiws (5). ♦* Thcfe, 
.*VyW ki|o»¥ .v«ry:. well^ werp ^^c^^ tfas t^fQi^i ythiQ^L 
," made Mr. Ai4^on torn |^ tKoughts to t}\e 
.f ,Civi\ |fori4^ifi|^ ,as yau jrpic the ii^ftr^cnt gf 

. "^ J dpujjt 'P9|t . but ypa i;cn)^a)iber the warm ^jjj- 
.^f ftai^^icavuiat 'irift})*^ tod ip|4^ to tte. Head qf the 

(4) Bayle, Z)/5a«iJRw/./<w7, jy^'-M* , (5)P«g* "• 


ti8] 

waLTds quite b^oke off : by^ the diSefetlt 
political priAciples which they el^ufed 
f/*]. '^Nor was he Icfs eminent for the 

*'■ ' '■ . . ii. • "^ * . beauty 

" into Orders ; his argaments were founded upon 
'' the general pravity and corruption of men of bu- 
*' finefs^ Who -wanted liberal eoucatldri. And Fre- 
^' memb^i as 'if I had read the letter y^ft^rday, 
" that my Lord ended with a conipliment ; that how- 
^'* tVet he'migiit be rtprefented 'as no frietid to the 
** ^hardly he Wbiild hev^ do k any other injury, 
** than keeping Mr. Addifon out of it. The conten- 
^* tipn for this man in his early years amoag the ^ 
•* people of the greateft power, Mr.^ Secretary 
«* TiciceH, the executor for his fame, is pleafed to 
^< aftribe to i OMibtks "^^ And mcdefty. of behft- 

^ [f] TtHr inUmtj toks aftirwards quite br$h 9ff 
% $he different f&liiitki^^r^cipies^ tobieh tbey^fiofTf: 
W;]' In thd jitt 1710, ^Mr. Addifofi Wrote /cv«i-al 
papers under the title of iYitJVhig^Examinert.inof' 
pofition to a paper caUed -the Examiner'^ which was 
publifhed by the contrary party. In one of thefe 
Wbig^Examin^s (6),/' he CtakOS-'Wcafion to divide 
'iion-fejJire^ int6 twd iinds,^ high-^ofiricnre ind low 
^bn fehfe; the lather -of- '#hidi Ke fays* rs- #i&^ taiek 
^fa af(d fHegMktic mipiri H>ae'4n 'a folhr difpimiH 
flile' creepy along fefvift^ ibrp' J^rMefs' itnd ^flt- 
'iiort.. A foriter of this complexion gHpei* bii^ ttf^ 
^/o/t/y amoftgfi reJf-contradiifions^ [aUd grovels -in , dl- 
./urditles.' , Videri vult pauper,'' & eft' pauper. ''WBas 
neither fe/V ' hor/ehfil niid iifeieiids tt^ ninit ^Ort ^tbe 'con* 



(6) N, \:- Thurfibjr bdbWr p/"^ - 

ene 
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iseaoty . of his Latin Poetns, which wens 
*|>riftted in the Mu/^' JngUcanit [G]^ and 

> • 

^e think oftbi name 4f Sh Hercules Nonfciife in the 
flay called The Ncft of Fools. In a wordy your high 
nonfenfS'.bai a maje/lic appearance^ and ' weah a mofi 
4remendeus garbt lih-JS/op'^s afs. in a liotCs skin, 
-He then proceiedB to tell us, that as r^rtional toriiers 
ihave heen reprefented by wase,^ thefe ho^ kinds of tariff 
4n^ maf becmpared to fmall-beer. .Low. nonjenji is 
'Me that in the barrelt which is^ altogether fat, 
^taftelefs and ktfipid, ^ High ^non/en/e is like thai in 
ibe bottUy which has in reality no more firengtb 
^d Jpirit- than • the oiher\ but frets'^ and fiiest and 
bounces^ and by the help of a little wind, that is get 
inte itf imitates the paffions of a much nobler liquor* 
Having thus difiinguifbed. the two kinds of Donroife, 
;he (elites, that w&meet xvith the former; in every 
•Grtfb^itreet proda^iop ;« bett 1 thinks %s he, ibeite 
e^re none of cut/t prefent 'writers^ who have hit the 
fublime in nenfinfef befides Dr, $-'^* ■' ■ /, (who had 
juft theii publiihed his famous Sertfion) and the an- 
tbcr ef this letPer (to the ^aminer) in politicks % 
between wlhfe fhara&ars in their refpe3it^ profeffi^ 
ene'f there ^'fiern^ to-be- a, very nice re/embldnce, ' Thi» 
pliA>Mdf''ni}Dery:up€>n Dr. Sachevereil is a eonviacing 
'prdofr )lhat' »iithieir ^imrv friendihrp and endear- 
^nifjitsiv^eitben ab£»lhte)y eatiif^«ifhed. :: * 
J'^' [G] Hie' iaiin P(»n^s,-^whiek wire printed in tht 
-MusiB Anoxic A KiB.] They* < were publifliedJn the 
^ fecoftd' ^iame iof 'die ' Mifarum Anglicanarui» Ann- 
''k8a^ JeuFoemata fuafdam meiioris noe^e, Jen ba8t» 
X^us inedU»i fiu/parfim eMay i»d dedicate^ td: Mr. 
' Monclguev then Chancellor af tfie. Ezehequer^ and 
irfterWa^scLcird Halifapr^iivhei^'WasLa great patibit and 
• g6od j'tjJIelgeitof polite litenxture^a^d whbkaew hcrw 
^%6 (iilL-ii ^itlpeii^. «ike aipih^cheib admirable tpeiftr- 
-^fikiceSf as was manifelt from the frieadflup he in- 

~ dulged* 
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bulged Mr. Addifin ever after. His latio fnecca art 

ieigbt in number. I. Pax Gg/ig/mi au/fidis iurfpm 

rtdditdt 1697. L e. ** Upon the reftoringof peace 

" to Europe by the conduft of King \^liam.'* 

IL Baromtrt Defcriptio. i.e. "A Defcription of 

*«• the Barometer.** Ill, nrrMAIO^TfiPAMO-MAXIA, 

five Pr^&um inUr Pyg9ut9s (jf Grms temmffum. 

i. e. ^' A Battle between the P/gmieaand the Cranes.** 

IV. RefurreBh deJineata aialurt C^IL M^i, O^om. 

'** i. e. A Poem npon the Re(urre£tion,beinga Defbip- 

*' tton of the Painting over the- Altar in Afagdakti 

'«* College in Oxfoid.*' V. Spb^rtftmMm, l e, «* A 

•• Defcription of a Bowling- Grctn.** VI. AdD^D. 

HanntSy infigniffmum MiSmm l^.'PHtam. i.e.'* An 

'* Ode to Dr. Hannes, an excellent Phyfidan and 

•^ VqcC VII. Macbina gifiieul^nin, AngUce A 

•• Puppet- Shew.** VIII. Ad infigmffimm Firum 

D. nx Burnei/Mmf Sacr^t Theffrue feUmritAtttortn* 

.i. e. '* An Ode to the celebrated Dr.>Th{>. Biarn^t 

^ author of the Theory of the Bartb.'* The^e Pu- 

'^ema were tnnilated into Bn^tfliiby Dr. Si^we] .of 

Feter^Houfe, Cambr]dge» ^he author of the Tsag^jr 

L«f Sir Walter- Rahigb ; Mr. Newcomb 0( -Corpus 

Chrifti College ^ and Mr. N. Amhurft of St. John*s 

College, Ozan. In thefe .pieces, «s Dr. Sewell..)hM 

remar4ed» ** the language is .pure, eteg4nt» and ii(^^4- 

'•* ang^.)lhe verfification eafy 2^ numerous,, 'happily 

-^ -adopted to the dtferent fubj^Ss it defcribes adst^ 

-«« fcosiithe a^Aod^hirns*, ptierii^ kviti^j land^o^r 

«< fiatnefles^ .Whkhi betray tiifikUeVt^-jand defc^..4f 

•• lud^smcot.: iiis:ijmges.^ate;\rhdfea li^lcti^a.nice 

>«< difcetmnentir worh'd up withd^Ucacy 0^' is^a^nn- 

*«< tioo, andplaoM inthe ftxongeft ligh&T cB^^ety-piie 

^ Arikes at the firil view* and jset 'wiJl b^ar the ihiQ* 

.*;<< .eft; eye .to > examine,. it. > The defcri^Vii^^* bcii^g^ 

f •'.both )uftiahd;fiir^dz«ng».?putjhe nund lUppo the 

¥. ftdk:il^etch» u /.^ejr.. arevprieptribgtJaAd vcxcisfid 

v/«« .the ii^ldi^ft mspe^tiiMiSt when foiS^*' .Ai}d 

-i«ijchfrq^xdisto-.o>ieciofrthe& Pstaisii; 4l»| lUpQli ^e 
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highly applauded by Monfieur Boileait 
f[H}. la the y^ar 1695 • h^. wrote ji Poem 


• ... • 1 . I / I 


> reftrr^loii!, we zfe told by ai)[6ther ingenious writer 

. (7), that // //; tfieemed by ike, heft judges to he the 

finefi skettjf upofi tffatfuhjeSi, that any age or language 

has produced. Nor does its only excellence confift tn 

* ieiftg an acta tote Foem^^ hut a If 0' in being an exa£i 
^[eopyof, t^e pdkfter*s original upon the altar in Mag- 
' d4h$ eodieit * buf^^fi m^cb mproxfed with all the 
■ftroM^efi .figures f and tnofi lively emhellijbtnents of a 
\ fdeiical d^criptton%' thai the , reader receives a dou6le 

fatiifi&ion' in feeing the Uoo^'jifter-arts fo ufful 'to 

* eath-rother^ in borrowing mutual helps and mutual ad^ 
, vantages. It is indeed^ continues he, wonderful to 
tjpnd in the narrow conffafs offo few pages all the moft 

^ Sf^adful cir}usijf^cinces of thai laft terrible crifis .of 
'\ttm0^ niPoefi is a'lfeautiful and fuccinS epitome 

* tf all iha( has ^r ean her he faid onthat impor* 

* tmnt fuhjiH, * \ He! tlien proceeds, tQ a general cha- 
ra6ter of «Mr. Addifon, who, he obferves, is to he dif 
tinguifbed thro" all his performances by the flrengtb 
of his images^ and by a forcible and unajfeQed variety 

' of exprefjiony which mne of our moderns have at'- 
- talked to in fo much perfection \ and which is very 
' rarely to he^ met with even' in any of the andents 
•fince Virgil and Horace, • 

\H\ ^nd highly applauded hy Monfieur Sorleau'] 
Mr. Tickell tells ^is^ that <adr coafttry owea it to 
hhn, thstt this celebrated French Poet firft conceived 
an opinion of the Englifh genius for Poetry, by per- 
ufing the prefent he made him of the Mufa knglieame. 
It has^ been currently reported, that among the civili- 
ties he ^wed Mr; A^ifon on that accaiion, ke af- 
firmed,, that he ^vould not have written againil 

,i 

(7] Mr* Amhurft in hu Pr^ace to his tranilation of that Poem* 

Pcrrault, 


I ^ ] 

to King WUUam upon one of his Maijcftty^s 
campaigpis, addreil to .Sir John Sodi^i, 
/Lord Keeper of the Great Seal, who re- 
ceived it with unufual candor and huma- 
vnity. This occafioned ^ roeflageTfrom 
that Nobleman to the Author to defire his 
acquaintance. Mr. Addiibn was in his 
twenty eighth year when his inclination 
- to fee France and Italy was encouraged hy 
the great Patron of Letters abovemcnti- 
oned, who obtained, by bis iriterfeft/a 
yearly penfion of three . hundred pounds 
from the Crown to (upport him in his .tra- 
vels (c). In the year 1701 he wrote ta 
, Letter from Italy to the Right HcmoitriAle the 
Jjird Halifax^ which has been efte^mtd by 
•thofe who have a ^taft^ /or ar^uiQJs, ^is 
the moft exquifite of hb poe^dal wr- 

'formanfees ]]33* 

'ferfadt, had he hefofe fcenTaeh^ajrceHeittipmesvby 

,a modern hand* .But the «bb«eip<Dti(int3 Getitk- 

.tnaft IS d£ 6pinioQ, .that fuch a fayiog 'would Jiaye 

been impertinent and unwor^hf ]^ileaii» whoiei'dif- 

pute with Perhliilt turned chiefly M)Don (bme pdilagea 

in the ABcteats» which he refeuea ffota tke miftir 

terpretations of his adireriafy. n^ true a$tJtt4knrtfl 

iomplitninty fays he» maJe By bim^ mas, tkdt tb^e 

batiks bad ghin bim a very 'mew idea ef\tbe Mnglt/b 

feiitenefs ; and tbat be did -net .^ueflhu Ht ibite 

were exeeilent cempofiHotis hi tbe natioe 'language vf 

'a ceuniry tbatfoffejhd tbeRemmt geniuti^i/o,emia$Mt 

a degree. 

• • • - ■ - 

(€) U. ibid. 
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forf]iaiiccBi[i].. . It wais tranflated into .lea • 

Ijl] Tbe^ moft eXqu\fiU tf bis poetical piifiirmiuuis,y. 
In tMs.poc^ he giver 9 beit^tifyl <iet(crip^tion of t{i»t .- 
couQtrx* ' ^i declares the pro4i^oii3 fatis/adloa he 
had in viewing the rivers, woods,, mountainsj &c.. 
which are cdcbrated'in the antient Pbet?, 

_ ■• » 

F9jr9blirffoier I turn my ravifti'd eyes 
Gay gilded fcenes and Jbining profpe^s rife ; 
FoHic. fields enf^ompafs me arQfind^, 
^t^ ft ill tjfeem to treed on CJaffie ground ; 
F^r here the Mu/efo oft her harp has flr^ng^ 
That not a monntain rears ity bead unfungt 
.Renoxoji^d in virfe eachjbady thicket groups, 
And,everyfiream in heavenly, immhen fiozes* 

Hft'. th^h . {jtocecidsito a dcfcripjtion .of the antient 
mpDumenu of the Romans, thQir amphitheatres* tri- 
amphaL. arch.^8,^ ftalues, and. the modern paintings, . 
pajaces ana, cbur<hci. , But he here takes occafion to 
lament, that nptwithftanding all thefe advantages of 
nature and the charms of art, jet the oppreffion and 
tyranny which reign over that country, render the 
inhabitWJtSjOf it..ex(ji|iiitely unhappy fSJ.-'He con- 
ciodes . tiW c^fcrvation with- an adSrcft tp Liberty, , 
whiclLhc_re{y:e<i?Qtft ai, the grand fpurcelol* the hap- 
pinc6 vhic^ Krjt^in, fyjjoysi tljQugh vaftly inferior . 
laltaJy in QttM?r,r.crpc.(^?. / , .' / \ ... 

We envy noS the warmer cHme^ that lies 

In ten degrees of mare indulgent, skies ; 

Nosf aS thi foarjenefs of our haav'^n.repine^ 

7J«' o'er ouf;\ he^ds^ the frozen Pleiads ptne, V * . . > 

^TisUherty.ih^t^cretionj.BriSanrJa^sIjlej 

Jnd fna^hes^ h^r iarr^ni ffchi and^ her hUak mountains . 

(8) A: eeftamiNoblehmiihtft wrktfp ipine yerjr IgfMable ap^ • 

fliarp vtrfes oa.Use fuperftjt^.pride^ and poverty of the Italians. , 

Mr. d^ Voltaire ^as imitated- them very bcautiAdly in hi« Lc//«/-> • 
oncemi/tg' tbt Englijh Nation. 
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Han by Signer Salvini, - ProfefTor of the 
Greek Tongue at Florence. The account 
of his Travels^ which wa3 publifhed in the 
year 1705, and dedicated to the Liord 
Somers, foon obtained a general applaufc ; 
though at firft it was but indifferently re- 
ceived by the bulk of readers [K]. The 

materials 

[IC] Smu obtained a general applaufe^ though at i 
Jirft it was hut indifferently approvid by the bulk of 
readers."] The reputation of thefe f ravels increafed 
from year to year ; and the demand fof copies was 
fo urgent that their price rofe to four or five times 
the original value, till a fecond edition of them was 
publiihed. "It is not hard, fays Mr. Tickell^ to 
" conceive, why that performance was at firft but 
*« indifferently relilhed by the bulk of readers, who 
** expefted an account in a common ' way of the 
" cuftoms and policies of the feveral governments 
*< in Italy, reflexions upon the genius of the people, 
" a map of their provinces, or a meafure of their 
" buildings. How were diey difappointed, when 
*' inftead of fnch particulars they were pirefented 
«* only with a Journal of Poetidil Travels,^ with Re- 
•* marks on the prefent pifture of the Country, com- 
" pared with the Landskipi drawn bjr Claffic Au- 
** thors, and other the like nnconcertrinjg parts of 
<< knowledge I One may eafily imagine a reader of 
«* plain fenle, but without a fine tafte, turning over 
" thefe parts of the volume, which make more than 
" half of it, "and wondering how an author, who 
" feems' to have fo 'folrd ah uhderilanding; whch'he 
" treats of thore wcighiyfubjeflsihthe other p*tge?, 
•« fhould dwell 'upon' lu<^h trifles; and g}ve up To 
" much room to matters of mere amufement. There 
«* are indeed but few men fo fond idf the Ancifeni's, 
•* as to be tranfported with every little accideiit, which 

■ ** introduces' 


I 
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fnateriah for the Dialogues upon Medals were 
coIJeded in the native country of thofc 
coins, and the book icfelf was begun to be 
caft into the fornn he gave it at Vienna in 
the year 1702 (J), This work is a pod- 
humgus piece, and was publifhcd "by Mr, 

Tickell, 
• 

** introdoces them to tlieir intimate acquaintance: 
** pe'rri)ns of that call may here have the fatisfa^ion 
** of feeing annotations upon an old Roman Poem, 
** gathered from the hills and vallies where it waa- 
** written. *The Tyber and the Po ferve to explain 
** the verfes, that were made upon their banks ; and 
" the Alpes and Appenniuea are made com men ta- 
" tors on thofe authors,, to' whom they were fub* 
•* je6ls fo many Centuries ago. Next to perfonal 
** converfation with the writers themfelves, this is 
** the fureft way of coming at their fenfe ; a com- 
'* pendioiM and engaging kind of criticifm, which 
** convinces at iirft fight, and (hews the vanity of 
*' conjeflures, made by antiquaries at a diftance. 
" If the knowledge oif Polite Literature has its ufe^ 
** there is certainly a merit in illuftrating the per- 
** fe6l models of it, and the learned world will 
*' think fome years of a man's life not mifpent in 
*• fo elegant an employment.'* Thus far Mr. Tickell> 
who prcfently after obferves, that this %vork may be 
confidered as a large comment upon Mr. Addifon's 
Letter from Italy, But let us now l^ear the excel* 
lent author himfelf in his Preface to his Travels : 
For my own part^ fays he, as I have taken notice of 
feveral places and antiquities^ that no body elfe has 
fpoken of fo, I think, I have mentioned but few 
things' in common with others, that are not either 
fft in a new light, or accompanied with dijferffit 


» . * - 
I' 


(flj Mr. Tickcirs Life 0/ Mr. AJdifon piefix'd to his x^crksi 

D refcxionix ^ 
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Tickcll, who rendered a great part oF 
the Latin quotations into Englifh, in or- 
der to make thetp inteHrgible to thofe 
who do not poilefs the learned languages. 
It contains a variety of curious learning 
on the fubjeA of medals, and is enlirened 
with all the wit and elegance of the mod: 
polite converfation [L] } and an admirable 

Poem 

reflexions. I have taken care partuularfy to tenfi^ 
ider the fiveral pajages ef the amient Poets, which 
hhve any nlatien t§ the places or euriofities that I 
met with. For before I entred on my voyage I took 
eare to refrejb my memory among the Claffic author f^ . 
and to make fuch coUeSiions out of them as I might 
afterwards hava oscafion for. I muft confefs it was 
not one of the leaft entertainments that I met with \ 
in travellings to examine tbefe feveral dafcriptionsg 
as it werCf npcn the fpot^ ana to compare the natie* 
fal face of the country with the landskips, that tba 
Poets have given us of it. However, to avoid tba 
confufion that might arife from a multitude of qua* 
tatlons, I have only cited fuch verfes, as have given 
tts fome image of the place, or that have fomething 
elje hejides the bare name of if to recommend them. 

[Zr] Contains a variety if ufeful learning 'upon tba 
fubjeSt of medals^ enlivened with alj the wit and ele^ 
gance of the moft polite conversation^ The perfonagesy 
whom he introduces in tbele Dialo^ae5» are all of i 
them reprefeotcd to be ^ery well verfed in the po^ ^' 
liter parts of learnings and to have travelled into , 
the moft refined nations of Europe ; fo that they 
tvere capable of entertaining themfelves on a thou* 
fund different fubjeSls without running into the common 
-fifici of defaming public parties or particular per fons. 
lis they were iniimnte friends, fays the author *, they 

• Dial. I, 

7 t9<i\ 


Poem of Mr» Pope's is prefixed to it [M]. 

In 


f§9k the' freedom U dijent from ene amther in dif- 
goturfe^ or upon occapon to /peak a Latin Jentenie' 
mtbout fearing the imputation of. pedantry or Hi- 
hrteding. Such is the general charader of the in- 
terlocutors laid down by the author; and be has 
Cirried on the dialogue between them with th« 
^zadlefl propiety and coniiflence with that charac* 
ter. Philander is a Gentleman who has a perfefb 
knowledge of niedals ; Cynthio^s humour is to run 
dowQ every thing, thSl was cather ibr oftentatioa 
thaii ufe. He was ftill preferring good fenfe to arts 
and fciences, and often took a pleajure to appear ig* 
tterant, that he might the better turn to ridieule 
thofe^ that valued themfehei on 'their hooks and 
JludieSf the" at the fame time one might very well 
fee^ ' that he could nojt have attacXd many parts of 
learning fi fu(cefsfully» had he not borrowed his ajjijl* 
eeneesfrom them, Eugeniusy the third perfon in the 
dialogue^ // oney who endeavoured father to be agree- 
able than fbining in (onverfation^ for which reafcn 
he was more beloved^ tho* not fo §fuch admired as 
Cynthia* This manner of ♦ writing by way of dla-r 
logue Mr. Addifon borrowed from the ancients, 
whofe fiAcft ircatifes are in that cjfl ; wliich has 
Kkewife. been followed by feveral eminent Italian, 
French and Engllfh Authors. But perhaps there are 
few copies from thofe noble originals of the Greeks 
and Komans fuperior to this of our author. 

\M\ An admirable Poem of Mr, Papers prefixed to 
dS*'] He begins with a beautiful reflexion, that 
moll of the grand monuments of antiquity,* trium- 
phal arches, temples and tombs, have been deilroyed 
either by age, the irruption of the Barbarinns, or 
the zeal of Chrilliiins ; whereas medals ftill pre- 
ferve the memory of the greateft perfonagos in anti*- 
quiiy. Thence he, takes occafion to rally with the 

JX X finelt 
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In the year 1702, Mr. Addifon defignrng 
to return to England, received advice from 
his friends, that he was pitched upon to at- 
tend the army under Prince Eugene, whd 
had juft begun the war in Italy, as Secre- 
tary from King. William ; but the news of 
the King's death, which he heard at Ge- 
neva, put an end to that affair 5 and as hia 
hopes of advancement in England vvere 
fallen with the credit of. his frieads, who 
were out of power at* the beginning of 

her 

fined humour the excefles whrcb fome antiquaries 
are guilty of in profecuUDg this flad|(. 

With JbarptrCd fight pak antiquarhs p$rr^ 
n* injcription valttCt hat thg ruft adore r 
This the blue varnijh^ that the green endear s^ 
The f acred rufi of twice two hundred ^ears. 
. To gain Pe/cen$ius one employ f bis f themes i 
One grafps a Cecrops in ecftatic dreams ; 
Poor Vadius long with teamed fpJeen devour^ d^ 
Can tafte no pie a fu re fence hit Jhield was fcoufd\ 
And Cur io^ refllejs by the fair one* s fide ^ ' 
Sighs for an Otho, and negkHs his bricte. 

He then addrefTes hiinfcif to Mr. Addifon in this 
manner : 

Their s^ is the vanity, the learning thine. 
Touched by thy hand, again Rome's glories Jbine^ 
Her Gods and God like Heroes rt/e to view^ 
And all her faded garlands bloom anew. 
Nor blujhy thofe ftudies thy regard engage ;. 
Thefe pleas'' d the Fathers of poetic rafe « 
Tbeverje and fiulpture bore an equal part ^ 
And art refieQed images to art. 


[2^9 1 
Ijer Jate Majefty^s reign, he had leifure 
CO make the todr of Germany in his way 
honie ( e). He retnained without any pub* 
lie employmeent till the year 2704, when- 
the Duke of Marlborough's fuccefs' fur- 
nilhed him with a fubjeft worthy €^ the 
genius that appears in his Campaign^ which 
a certain author (/) is of opinion was his 
moft noble produftion, and incomparably 
preferable R>- C^to. We fhall give the 
judgment of an ingenious writer in Hol- 
land upon this Poem [^]. The Lord 

Treafurer 

(T*; IdwW. (fj The C» X T I c r s,. Vol. I. N* i%, MaKh 
04, 171s* 

[iV] The judgment of an^ ingenious for iter in HdUni 
Upon Ml Poem\ ** It h not, dys be ^9), properly 
•* an £pic-pol5m» but it is an incomparable piece iti 
^ heroic verfc, in which the author celebrated with 
^ all the grandeur and magnificence imaginable the 
** vi€k)Ty at Hochdet, agd the noble adioxM of the 
^ Englifh'Hero, who there laid the bafisx^f that vaft 
4' reputation, which he has gained over all Europe. 
«* Wcmayjuftly affirm, that there ia nothing want- 
** ing to the perfedion of this Poem ; and that Mr. 
** Addifon, thus rais'd and fupported by the noble* 
** nefs of his rubje£k, h as much fuperior to him- 
'* felf, as he is in all his other pieces to the greateHf. 
9* part of the other Poets of wiutc nation foever/ £ 
^ inugine I&all pay no extravag^C compliment to- 
" the author, if I venture to promife, that, un^ 
^' lc(5 Polite Literature ihould abfolutely fall iota 
** Begle£t in England, this work of his wiU prove; 

« 
(9) DigfrtMtim parUMfit 4»ti^fi, in the JonmaiUttrairg,. 


[so] 

Treafurer Godolphin, who was an excel- 
lenc judge of poetry, had a fight of thi«^ 
work, when it was only carried on as far 
as the applauded fimile of the Angel [O] i 

and 


** a more illuftrious and lading tnonutnent of tjie 
** Duke of Marlboroagh*8 glory, than Blenheim* 
** houfc, which the Parliament has ordered to be 
" built for hira j in order to tranfmit to pofteritjr 
** the memory of his heroic aftions, and the grati- 
** rude of the nation." 

[O] TJbe applauded fimile of the Angel."] It \z 
prodigiouily commended in the Tatler^ N. 43. where 
we have a difcourfe upon the abfurditics, which 
Poet^, cipecially the writers of Tragedy, arc guilty 
of in the ufe of fimiles. I (ha!l tranfcribe the pat 
fige, which relues to that of Mr, Addifon, becaufe 
It is written with a juft fpiric of criticifm. "There 
*' is nothing more proper and natural for a PoeP, 
** whole bufinefs it is to defcribe, and who is a 
'* fpeitator of one in that circumftance, (viz. under 
** a weight of ^orroWf ^r full of mejitalion upon 
** xohat -be is to execute,) when his mind is w#rking 
" up a great image, and that the ideas hurry upon 
*^ his imagination ; I fay, there is nothing fo natural 
** for a Poet to relieve and clear himfclf from the 
*V burthen of thought at that time by altering his 
•• concepion in fimile and metaphor. The higheft 
^* art of the mind of man is to poflefs itfclf with 
•• tranquilHry in imminent danger, and to h«ve its 
^* thoughts fo free as to a£t at that time without 
perplexity. The ancient authors have compared 
this fed.itc courage to a rock, that remains on- 
♦• moveable amidft the rage of winds and wavps-j 
** but that is too ftupid and inanimate a fimilitode^ 
•* and could do no credit to the Hero. At other 
^ times they -are all of them wonderfully obliged 'to 
*• ai.yhian lion, whi^ may give indeed. very agr^ 

** able 
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arid approved the Poem, by beftowing on 
the author, a few days after, the place of 
Commfiffioner of Appeals, vacant by the 

death 




€t 
€( 
«C 


able terrors to a defcription, bot is no compliment 
to the perfon to whom it is applied. E.igles, iy^ 
** gers and wolves are made ufc of on the fame oc- 
•* cafion, and very often with much beauty ; but 
^* this is flill an honour done to the brute rather 
** than to the Hero : Mirs, Pallas, Bacchus and Her- 
cules, have each of them furnilhed very good (i- 
miles in their time, and made doubtlefs a greater im- 
preffion on the mind of a Heathen than they have 
•* on that of a modern reader. But the fublimc I 
•* am talking of, and which I really think as great as 
** ever entered into the thought of man, is in the 
" Poem c.^rd T^e Campaign^ where the fimile of a 
" miniftring Angel fets forth the.moft fedate and the 
" moU a6live courage, en[jaged in an uproar of na- 
** ture, a confuficn of elements, and a fcene of di- 
•* vine vengeance. Add to all, thatthefe lines com- 
•* plKncr.t the General and his Queen at the f«ne 
•* time ; and have all the natural horrors height- 
** ened by the image tkat was ftill freih in the mind 
•• of every reader : 

. .*• *T%(fas then ^reat MaIboro*s mighty foul was 
, •* prov% 
** nat in the Jhock of charging hofti unmov^d^ 
f* Amidfi tonfufion^ horror and defpair^ 
f* Examitt"4 all the dreadful fienes of war \ 
*• In peaceful thought the field of" death furvefd^ ' 
" 7<7 fainting fquadritnr fent tie timely aid ; 
•* InJ^ifd repulsed battalions to engage^ 
" And taught the doubtful battle^kere to rage. * 
" ^0 when an AngeU hy divine command^ 
*• Wilh rifng temfefis fie^hs a guilty h»dt 

" S'utb 
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removal of the famous Mr. I.ocke to the 
Council of Trade. A Gentleman related 

to 

•* Sticb as of late o*irpah Britannia paft^ 
Calm andferem be drives the furious Uafi f 
And fleas'* d tb" Almigbtfs orders t$ perform^ 
Rides in the ufbirlufind, and dire^$ tbeflorn^. 


•c 


•< 


Mr. Oldmixon (lo) obferves upon thi» occafion^ that 
tbe thought is doubtlefs very grand ; but the critic^ 
fay a he, bad forgot Miltonr when be faidy 'Ti« as 
great as ever any was. To evinc« the contrary oi 
which he refers us to a paiTage in chat Poet, where: 
the Son of God drives the fallen Angels out of Hea« 
ven (ii). He remarks likewife that Mr. Congrcve^ 
in his Ode up^n the taking of Namur, has a thought 
Ibmething like that of Mr. Addifon : 

Jmid^ this rage, behold where William ft and s^ 
, Undaunted 9 undijmay'd? 
iVith face Jerene dijpenfing dread commands^ 
Whieb heard with awe^ are with delight ohefdi 

A thoufand fiery deaths around him fly* 

And burning b/lls bifs ba^nUefs by i 
For e^efj fire his facred bead muft Jparet, • 

Nof dares the lightning toneb the laurels thsre, 

• . ■ • » 

The author of the notes on Mr. Popped Dunciad 
(iz) tellsHiSythat this critic is (b injurious as to foggpiiy. 
that Mr. Addifon himfelf wfote the Tatler quoted, a- 
bove, which fays cf hia own fimiie^ that // // as great 
astver entered into the mind of man. Now Mr. Qld^ 
nuon's words arc thefe ;. / can hardly think ^fr. 
Addifin wrote that Tatltr, there being in it a Juji: 
$ompliment to. bimfelf{ 13). 

(10} ArUtflAgk mid Rbiuaric, p* 305* 

(11) Para£fil^, BookVI. (iz) Book II, VU. Jf$* 

(x^ Arti ffLegk 0ttd Rtttoriti p* 304* 
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to Mr. Addifon has informed us of fome 
remarkable circumftances relating to that 
affair [P]. In 1 705 he attended the L-ord 

Halifax 

[P} SofHi remMtkahU crrcumfiantis relating to that 
affair.^ There is fome variation between his ac* 
count, and that of Mr. Tickell abovemem toned. 
The author I mean is Mr. Budgell, who in the Lify 
pf tbi late Lord Orrert (14) writes as follows: 
'* Soon after the battle of Blenheim Mr. Boyle, (Iat< 
** Lord Carlecon) then Chancellor o£ the Exchequer^ 
** was entreated by the Lord Godolphin, to go t« 
*' Mr. Addifon* and ^t^^ him to write fomething. 
** that might tranfmit the memory of that glorioaft 
*• vidlory to pofterity. As I Relieve this (lory is not 
** commonly known, and as I think it does honour to 
**. the kte Lord Halifax, (wbofe memory Imufl ever 
f* love and refpe^l,) I ihall hy it before my readers. 
*• Upon the arrival of the news of the victory of 
Blenheim, ihe Lord Treafarer Godolphin, in the 
fulnefs of his joy, meeting with the late Lor4 
Halifax told him. It was pity the memory of foch 
** a vidory fliould be eTcr forgot ; he added, that he 
** was pictty fure his LordiT^ip^ who was fo diftin- 
" gttifhcd a Patron of Men "oi" Ictteri^ muft know 
•' fome perfon, whofe pen was ejipable of doing 
•* juftice to the aftion. My Lord Halifax replied^ 
** that he did indeed know fuch a perfon ; but wouM 
" not defire him to write* upon the fubjeSi his Lord^ 
•« fliip had mentioned. The Lord Treasurer entreating 
** to know the reafon of fo unkind a refolution,. Lord 
Halifax briskly told him, that he had long with 
indignation obferved, that while too many fools 
and blockheads were maintained in their pride and 
'* luxury, at the expence of the public, fuch men as 
were really an honour to their country, and to 


C14) P. 150. 
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Halifax to Hanover, and in 1706 was made 
Secrecary to Sir Charles Hedges, Secretary 

of 

" the age they lived in, were flusnefully fuffered 
*' to knguifli in obfcurity : that* for his own part, 
" he would never ^efire any Gentleman of parti 
** and learning to imploy his time in celebrating a 
*' Miniftry, who had neither the juilice or geno* 
*' rofity- to make it worth his while. The Lord Trea* 
** farerpilmly replied, chat he would ferioufly coni^. 
" der of what hit Lordflnp had faid, and endcevour 
" to give no occafion for fuch reproaches foar the 
** future I bat that in the prefent cafe he tooj^ it 
*' upon himfeif to promife, that any Gentleman 
'* whom his Lordflijp. fliould name ta him, as a 
^ perfon capable of celebrating the lateadion, 
*' fliould £nd it worth his while to exerc h^ ^e- 
^ nio^ on that fubjedl. The Lord Halifax, upon 
** this encouragement, named Mr.Addilbn; but in- 
^ fifted that the Lord Treafurer himfeif Aoold f^ni 
.^ to him : His Lordlhip promified to do fo ; and ac« 
** cordingly defired Mr. Boyle to go to him. Mr. 
" Addiibn, who was at that time but indiSfrefttly 
** lodged, was farprk^ tho next moming with a 
* vifit from the Chancellor of the exchoqucf; who, 
^ after having acquainted him with hia* bufioefs, ad-^ 
^ Aeii that the Lord Treafurer, to encourage hka 
** to enter upon his fttbje£l, had already made him: 
'* one of the Commiffioners of appeals ; but entreat^ 
*' ed him to look upon that poft only as an earneft 
^ of (bmething more confiderable. In fhort, the 
'' Chancellor faid fo many obliging things, and in Q> 
** graceful a manner, as gave Mr. Addifon the utmoft 
^* {pint and encouragement to begin that Poem, 
•* which he afterwards publifhcd, and entitled, Tbfi 
*^ Campaign: A Poem equal to the action it cele** 
'* brates ; and in which that prefence of mind, for 
•* which the late Duke of Marlborough was fo r©.. 

•« mvkaijic j 
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tbf State, in which employment he acquitted 
himfclf fo well, that the Earl af ' Sundcr- 
hnd, being made Secretary of State in 
Decenxber of the abovementioned year« 
he continued .Mr. 'Addifon in the fame 
tmploynnent under him; convincing us by 
this choice, that the Statcfman may re- 
ceive great affiftance from the Man of 
Letters. The tafte for Operas beginning 
to prevail at that time in England, fome 
of Mr. Addifon's friends defiring him to 
Write one, he complied with their rcqueft, 
and chofe for his fubje£t Rofamond^ He 
propofed by this drama to excite an emu« 
lation in the Englifh muficians, to exert 
themfelves, without calling in any foreign 
affiftance, and at the fame time to give 
the fpf Aators a piece in their own lai^oage, 
infinitely more exa£b and regular than the 
Italian Operas. • However, Rofamond did 
not fucceed upon the ftage, whether from 
the defed: of the mufic, for which our 
language is faid by fome perfons to be 
Very improper [^, or from the prejudices 

^' markable in a day of battk, is il!aftnt«d by a no* 
** bier fitnile than any to be foand in Htmer orJ7n* 
** gil^ The LordTrea(urar kept the promtTe he had 
*' ma^c by Mr» Boyle : and Mr. Addifon ibon after 
*' the pablication of his Poem, was preferred to a 
" coniiderable poft." 

[ ^3 The defeS of the mujti^ fir tobidb cur lam- 
Uf^uflgi is /aid hjfmt farjtmi t$ bi very imfrofer.'] 

Wc 
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in fa^^ur of the Italian tafte, which at that 
time began wholly to prevail; but the 

Poetry 

Wc (hall confider this ift the words of a late inge- 
nious writer, and friend of Mr. A^ifon, the autb9r 
tf the Ode t9 the Crentor of the Worlds oaafiojied by 
the Fragments of Orpbeus. "* I know not, fays he 
" (15)9 how ic comes to be a late opinion among 
" fome, that Englilh words are not proper for muilc. 
*' That the Englifii language is not fo foft and full 
^ of vowels as the Italian, is readily granted ; yet 
** this does not prove, that it is therefore incapable 
** of harmony. Let it be confidered, whether too 
*' great a delicacy in this particular may not run into 
** effeminacy. A due mixture of confonants is cer- 
*' tainly neceflary to bind the words, Tuihich may be 
^ otherwife too much difiblved, and lofe their force. 
*' And at theatrical mufic ezprefTes a variety of pai^ 
'* iions, it is not requilite, even for the advantage of 
<* the found, that the fyllables fliould every where 
** languifh with the fame loofe and vowelly foftnefs/* 
He proceeds then to confider the reafonablenefs of 
encouraging Operas in oup own language. The paf* 
fage is fo elegant and full of good fenfe, that we can- 
not forbear tranfcribing it. ** But what, fays he, is 
*' certainly of much more confequence in dramatical 
<* entertainments, is, that they fhould be performed 
*' in a language underftood by the audience. One 
" would think there fhould be no need to prove 
** this. The great* pleafure in hearing vocal mufic, 
*< arifes from the afTociation of the ideas raifed at the 
** fame time by the ezpreflions and the foundar. 
** Where thefe 4deas are feparated, half the impref. 
*' fion it wanting ; and where they are improperly 
joined, it is imperfect. It is probable coo, that 


«< 


(15) Mr. John Hughes in the Preface to hii Esgliib Opera of 

" the 
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Poetry of this piece has been always Juftly 
admired ; and, as Mr. Tickell obierves, 
bos given as much fUafurc in tb€ cbfet^ 

as 


« 


the pleafore we receive from the moft pathetical 
** ftratns of inilrumeatal: moiic, is in p^rt aiSfted by 
** fome ideas, which we affix to them, of paffions^ 
'* which reem to be exprefTed by thofe fbraias. If 
" the airs in Operas may be heard with deligbCi for 
'* the faine r^fon, even when the words are noC 
** underflood) yet it u impoffible the recitative fhoold 
*^ give ple^fure, which can raife no fuch ideas ; this 
** being not fo properly iinging» as fpeaking in ma- 
** deal cadences. And the ufe of it feems to be in* 
** troduced for the very fame reafon, which is givea 
** by Aridoile, for the ellablifhing the afe of Iambic 
*^ verfe in the. Greek Tragedy ; which is, that tho* 
" it has not the charms of fome other kinds of 
'^ verfe, yet it is more proper for adlion and dialogue, 
" as it approaches nearer to common fpeech. Thus 
" recitative mulic takes its rife from the natural 
'* tones and changes of the voice in fpeaking, and 
<< is indeed no more than a fort of modulated pro* 
«< nuneiation." He then obferves, that the fuccefs 
tf engirt ainments of that kind depends chiefly on tbt 
mufec i and the difficulty of CMjining the fcenes t9 
fucb Jkori inierebattg^d fiages of Recitative and 
Ams, and of binding the fenfein fucb chofen meafunt 
' and fyllablest as will heft give the comfofer rom to 
difplay his skilU is indeed very great ; yj^notwitb* 
Jfauding tbisg fome examples of Operas and Poems for 
mnfiCf originally written in our langu^e^ with great 
beauty of thought and expreffion^ (by which he un* 
doubtedly intends Mr. Addifon^s Ro/amond, and a ftw 
others) have finau us^ thai the poetical part is r^f* 
pahle of very agnoable beightnutgu 

. It is very juftly obferved, xSax the verie aa weU 
ai the thoughta of the Opera of Rofamend are vaAhf 

E beaniifuLt 
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*0S Others have afforded from the ft age ^ with 
all the affiftance of voices and inftruments. 
About the fame time the comedy called 

. f[be 

'beaatiful. fiut fome of tlie greateil artifls in the ttra- 
ileal way declare it not fit for the mufical drama. How- 
ever, a Gentleman who made the fong of- Deborah 
and Barak fo finely voa^l, has fet a great many of 
the fongs in Rofamond. But the moft exquifite Mu- 
iician now in England, having been often importuned 
by his friends to exert his genius upon it, has al<; 
ways declared, that it was impoffible for farm to dis- 
play it to any advantage on that occafion ; in Ihort, 
that it was not fit for an Opera. As the har- 
mony of the numbers in Rofamond 2.tt(o exquifit-e, 
the aeclaration of this Gentleman appeared a kind of 
paradox to all but the perfe6l Adepts in founds. The 
majority of thefe Artifts, indeed, always prefer 
found tofenfe; and after a Poet has toiled to intro- 
duce the latter into his verfe, the mufical compofer 
fhall often oblige him to throw it all out, and f^ibfti- 
tute.in its ftead, a fet of tuneful, melodious any 
things ; or to lop off his verfe, till it appear as muti- 
lated as the ftatue of Pafquin at Rome. One great 
advantage of the mufic of the Greeks and Romans 
was, that the Poet was generally at the fame time the 
Mnfician »nd Performer both vocal and'inftrumental ; 
talents which are feldom or never found united ia 
the fame perfon in thefe latter ages. In a word. 
Poetry is at prefent made ufe of as a kind of hlotk^ 
on which Mufic, if we may employ the figure, is 
curl'd and powdered. To one circumftance in Rofn" 
mmdy indeed, the mufical Compofer may objed, 
which is, that the principal character in it (Rsjamond) 
has a foporiferous, and as it is fuppofed poifonaus, 
draqght given her by Queen Eleatiory which fends 
her off*the ilage fooner than ihe ought to go, 
for the gratifiration of fnch Gentlemen «9 are all 


^the Tender Hujband appeared,. to which 
Mr. Addifon wrote the Prologue. Sn: 
Richard Steele furprized him with a dcr- 
dication of this play ; and afterwards ac- 
quainted the public, that he owed fome 
of the moft taking fcenes of it to Mr.. Ad- 
difon {h). The Earl of Wharton being 
made Lord Lieutenant of Ireland ia 
1709, he appointed Mr. Addifon Secre- 
tary for that kingdoni* The falary of 

Keeper 

ear: for as it. is natural that the principal charafler 
ihoold be given to the fineft voice, (and there are few 
cxquifitcly fo) thoft who fee ^cyi/»<7/?i reprcfentcd, by 
that means lofe a great deal of* pleafure by the ima- 
ginary death or abfence of fuch a Syren ; but then 
this would be remedied, were it poflible to gee 
voices that were all excellent. However, that ve? jf 
circumflance which forms the defedl in the mufic 11 ' 
Drama f is a very, great' beauty in the /peaking Drama, 
if I may fo call it, by the agreeable furprize the 
Audience are in, to find that Rofamond is not dead 
as they fuppofed, but had only taken a fleeping 
draught as was before o^bfervcd. We-muft take no- 
tice of one particular ia this piece which feems to- 
have been; overlook ied, viz. that the comic Charac-. 
ters (Sir Trudy, Grideline, &c. which would Ic;. 
fd. ridiculous in Tragi-comedy) are here found to have. 
« wonderful elFefl, as was p.irticularly vifible in the. 
htter of them when reprcfcnted" by the facetious 
Mr. Levcridge. Serious Opera is of too calm 
sufid flill a nature ; and unlefs enlivened by ccmic 
ftrokes, is found' too languid ; for on thefe occafions. 
the ear may be tired with founds, how cxquilitcly 
foevcr they may be blended. 

(bj, Sfgffator. Np 555. 
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Keeper of the Records in Ireland was 
coniiderably augmented, and that pod was 
bellowed upon Mr: Addifbn at this time, 
as a mark of the Queen's favour. He was 
in that kingdom when he firft difcovercd 
Sir R. Steele to be author of the Tatlerj 
by an obfervation upon Virgil, which he 
had communicated to him. His afliftance 
afterwards in the courfe of that paper was 
very confiderable [jR]. He had likewife a 

very 

[K\ His afftflance aftertoarJi tn the cwrfi 9 f thai 
paper was vern eenjiderable.'] " In the laft paper. 
*' fays Mr* Tickell (i6), which clofed thofe celebrated 
** perform a nee 9, and in the PKface to the laft vo- 
** lume» Sir Richard Steele has given to Mr. Addlfon 
^ the honour of the moil applauded pieces in that col« 
" leflion. But as that acKnowledgment was deli- 
^ vered only in general terms, without dire£ling che 
*' public to the feveral papers ; Mr. Addifon. who 
" was content with the praife ariiing from his owa 
** works, and too delicate to take any part of that 
** which belonged to others, afterwards thoughtsfit 
** to diHinguifli his writings in the Spe^ators ana 
** Guardians by fuch marks, as might remove the 
'* lead polTibility of mifbke in the mod undifcerning 
•• reader." This paflage Sir Richard Steele confi- 
dered' as a rcfle£lion upon himfelf, for not having 
fufficiently acknowledged what was due to Mr. 
Addifon in thefe writings ; to judify himfelf fron 
which imputation he alledges (17) the following en- 
comiums which he g^ve to Mr. Addifon. <* But I 
** have, fays he (18), only one Gentleman, wh9 will 

(16) In Jiis Life of Mr, AMfin* (17) Dediadcn of 

the Drummer to Mr. Congreve, p. 7; 8. 

<iSj Pre&c« to the 4tb voiomc of the Tatleru 

*' he 
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\rery large ihare in the SpSlators and (t) 
GuardianSyr which were publiflied in the* 

years 

CO Mr. Dennis was difpleas'd with the chara^r o£tht Gusr-*. 
dian, as" we find in his Letteti, Vol. II.*'p. 285, printed 1721, 
where he fays, " That 'Squire Ironfide is too grave and too fcrious 
an offspring of his ludicrous anceftors ; that the reader complain^' 
that he meets with iK)thing at all to divert him in it j no con- - 
fort of mufical inftruments playing upon one another j not fo • 
**■ much as a couple of pipes' broke by the violent agitation of a jig. 
** 4t his neighbour's houfe." He afterwards makes mighty merry 
(ip his way) with the name of Neftor honftdey by bringing in He^or 
Backfide, Bully Broadfide, Humphrey Wrongfide, .and among ' 
others da?s not forget Neflor ^lindlide. 

** be namefefs, to th:ink for any frequent afllftance to^^ 
*•' me, vrhich indeed it would have been barbarous » 
** in him to have denied to one, with whom *he has 
**■ lived in an intimacy from childhood, confider- 
**" ing the great eafc with which he is able to dif- 
*' patch the moft entertaining pieces of this nature. 
**• This good office he performed with fuch force ' 
**' of genius, humour, wit, and learning, that I fated* 
** like a diftrefled Prince, who calls in a powerful - 
•'' neighbour to his aid ; I was undone by my aux- • 
**.ijiary. When I had once called him in, I could v 
'•'not fublift without dependance on him. Thie.* 
**^ fame hand writ the diftingtrtfting^ charade rs of- 
** men and wonien, under the names of ^ii/Jical Irt*»t 
**'ftruments, the Diftrep of the News Water i.ih^ In- 
** ventory of the Playboufe^ and the Def caption of* 
** the l^hermometery which I cannot but look upon . 
** as the greatell embellifhnrents of this worK. 

" As to the work itfelf, fays Sir Richard (19), the . 
«•' acceptance it has met with is the. bed proof of its - 
" value ; but I fliould err againft that candor, which . 
•* an honed man (hould always carry about him, if » 
•'-I did not own, that the moft approved pieces ivi.i 

O9.) ^atkr^ N® 271. 
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years 1711, 1712, 1713, and 1714. The 
papers wbicli he wrote in the former "arc^ 

marked 

«* It were written hy others, aadthore, which have. 
" been moft excepted igainll by royfelf. The hand 
** that has affiftcd me in thofc noble difcourfcs upon 
" the immortality of the foul, the glorious profpeAs 
** of another life, aftd the moft fublime ideas of re- 
" ligion and ^viituc, is a pcrfon, who ij too fondly 
*• my friend ever to own them ; but I (hould little 
" dcfetvc to be his, if I ufurped the glory of them. 
•* 1 muft acknowledge at the fame time, that I think 
*' the fineft ftrokes of wit and humour in ail Mr. Bic- 
** kcrftaff^s Lucubrations^ are thofe, for which he is 
/* alfo beholden to him.*' 

Sir R. Steele then goes on to ask what Mr. 7/ri^// 
meant by faying, that the Tatfer was however dropt 
at hjly as it had been taken up^ without. Mr. Addi^ 
fen's participation. " Let him fpeak out, fays he, 
** and fay, why, without his know/edge, would not 
** ferve his purpofe as well. If, as he fays, he rc- 
« llrains himfelf to Mr. Addifon's charafter, as ^ 
"■ writer,' while he attempts to Icffen me, he exalts 
" .mc ; for he has declared to all the world, what I 
** never have fo explicitly done, that I am to all intents 
•* and purpofes, the author of the Tat/er. He very 
" juftly feys, the occafional afliftancc Mr. Addifon 
gave me in the courfe of that paper, did not a lit- 
tle contribute to advance its reputation, efpedally 
when i upon the change of the Miniftry^ he found 
leijure to engage more conjiantly in it. It was ad- 
vanced indeed, for it was raifed to a greater thing 
'< than I intended it J for the elegance, purity and 
" correftnefs, which appeared in his writings, vvere 
" not fo much my purpofe, as in any intelligible 
•' manner as I could, to rally all thofe fingularitics of 
•* human life, thro' the different profeffions and cha- 
•• ladlcrs in it, which obftrua any thing that was 

" truly 


•« 

cc 
<( 

€€ 


€4 
€( 
tt 


[ 43 J 

marked with the lecrert of tfie word 
CLIO IS]. Mr. Tickell informs us, that 

ill 

'* truly good and great. After thh acknowledgment 
" you will fee, that is, fuch a man asyou will fce^ 
" that I rejoiced in being excelled, and made thofe 
'^ little talenps, whatever they are which I have, 
** give way and be fubfervient to the fuperior fiivali-- 
*^ ties of a friend whom I loved, and whofe mode* 
(ly would never have admitted them to come in*- 
to day-light but under fuch a {helter. So that alii 
which the editor has faid, either out of de(ign cr^ 
incapacity, Mr. Congrev.e muft determine to end' 
in this, that Steele has been fo candid and upright^ 
that he owes nothing to Mr. Addifon, as a writer ; 
" but whether he does or does not, whatever Steele 
** owes to Mr. Addifon, the public owes Addifon to 
*' Steele. But the editor has fuch a fantaflical and 
'^ ignorant zeal for his patron, that be won't allow 
'^ his correfpondents to conceal any thing of his^ 
*' tho' in obedience to his commands. What I ne« 
*' ver did declare was Mr. Addifon's, I had his di- 
" re^ injundiions to hide, againft the natural warmth 
*< and paflion of my own temper towards my friends. 
• *< Many of the writings now publifhed as his, I have 
'* been very patiently traduced and calumniated for, 
as they Were pleafantries and oblique llroites upon 
certain the wittied men of the age, who will nov/ 
" rellore me to their good-will, in proportion to tho 
*' abatement of wit, which they thought I employed 
" againfl: them (20)." 

[S"] Marked with the fetten of the word CLIO.] 
Mr. Tickell tells us, as we obferved in the preceding 
note, that Mr. Addison thought fit to diflingusfi? bit 
writings in the Spectators and Guardians by fuch > 
marks, as might remove the leaft pojjjibilitj af mifiah 

{ao} Detotioa of the Drummer^ p. 9, xo» 
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in the courfc of this work (*),. the particur 
lar papers were, feldom or never Ihewn to 

each 

fkj The SptSietor. 

in the moft undifceming render. This paflage has been, 
animadverted upon by Sir Richard Stcele-with pecu- 
liar fcverity. " I have obfcrved, fays he (21), ihat. 
** the editor will not let me or any one elfe obey. 
•''•Mr. Addifon's commands in hiding any thing he 
" dcfircs flibuld be - concealed. I cannot but take. 
** farther notice, that the circumllance of marking 
" his SpeSiators^ which I did not know till I had 
** done with the work, I made my own aft ; be- 
*** caufe I thought it too great a fenfibility in my , 
" friend, and thought it, fince it was done, better to . 
" be fuppofed mark'd by me thin the author him- 
" felf; the real ftate of which this zealot raflily and. 
** injudicioufly exppfes. I ask the reader whether 
'** any thing but an earneftnefs to difparage mc,.. 

could provoke the editor in behalf of Mr. Addifon . 

to fay, that, he mark'd it out of caution againd . 

me, when -I had taken upon me to fay, it was I 
'* that did it out of tendernefs to him." But in 
order to judgi! of this affair, let us fee in what ffun- 
ner Sir Richard Steele expreflcd himfetf concerning 
Mr, Addifon's fhare in the ^peSators, " I hope, , 
** fays he (22), the apology I have made as to the . 
*• liccnfe allowable to a feigned character, may ex- 
** cufe any thing, which has been faid in thefe dif- 
" courfesr of the Spectator and his works.. But , 

the imputation of the grofTcft vanity would ftili 

dwell upon me, if I did not give fome account by , 
** what means I was enabled to keep up the fpirit of 
** fo long and approved a performance. All the pa- 
y pers marked with a C, L, 1,0 ; that is to f»y, all . 

(ii) PedicatioD of the Drummer, p. ii» 
(aa) SptQatorj^^ti^ $^$, 
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each other by their rcfpedlive authors 5 
and chat Mr. Addifon made little or no 
ufe of the letters fent in by the numerous 
eorrefpondcnts of the SpeBator^ and there- 
fore he could not have executed his large 
ftarcof this taflc m fo cxquifite a manner, 
'had he not ingrafted into it many pieces 
that had laid by him in little hints and 

minutes 

" the papers, tohub I b^i difitnguiJbU by any letter 
** iQ the name of the Mule c£K>t were given me 
^\ff % Gentlemaiu of wbofe afllftance I fm^merlf 
^* boafted in the Prefaco and concluding Ifltif of the 
^ ^ati€r* I am indeed nrack more proud of his 
*' long-contlnaed fnendihtp» than I fliould be of the 
^' fiime of being thought the anchor of any wHtIngs» • 
** which he himfelf !• capable of producing. I re^ 
** raembeTt when I finifli*d the Tttiiir Huiband^ I 
^ told him, there wai nothing I fo ardency wtih*d 
** u that we might fome time or other pobtiA a 
^ work written by nt both, which Aonid bar the 
^ name of the MonmiunU i* memory of our friend- 
** ftip. 1 heartily wifli ^hat I have here, were at 
** honorary to that &cred name, as learning, wit and 
^ humanity, render thofe pieces, which / have tangbi 
" tbi nader bow N Spngu^ fir bis. When the 
** Play aborementbnea was laft a^ed, there were To 
** many applauded ftrokes in it, which I had from 
** the fame' hand, that I thouaht very meanly of 
^ my ieif,.thacl had never publickly acknowledged 
'* them. After I have put other friends upon impor* 
^ tuning him to publifh dramatic as well is other 
** writings he Jias by hrm, I ihaU end, what I think 
'^ I am ol^iged ta fay on this head, by giving my 
** reader this hint for the better judging of my pro- 
*' dii^Uons. That the beft comment upon them 
" would be an account, when the Patron to the, 
^Tender Husband vas in England oc^abroadL.** 
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minutes, which he collected, from time to 
time, ranged in order, and moulded into 
the form, in which they now appear ; 
particularly the Effay upon Wit ; The 
Pleafures of the Imagination ; The Critiqui 
upon Milton y and lome others. Several 
volumes of this work have been tranflac- 
ed into French, which met with univer- 
fal applaufe [T]. And Sir Richard Black- 

more 

[73 Mit with univerfar approbation^' Let us hear 
the judgment of the author quoted in note [N^i 
upon that work, ^be fineft Genius's in England^ {%yt 
^^ (23)» have iXirted in. the Spc£lator» all the fores 
of their reflexions 9, all the delicacy of the fly Us and all 
the fire of imagination that, can be conceived. .. // /*/ 
an admirable work ; . and it has preferred a great part 
of its original graces and beauty in the French tranflati" 
on* There isfucha prodigious variety in it both with 
regard to the flik and the fubjeds which it treats ofi 
that we may juflJy affirm^ the French nation has no^ 
thing to oppoje to this workf that can> be confidered 
in all refpeHi equal to it,- The author ofahc Lay* 
Monaflery, the jate. Mr. Jolln Hughes, in his Preface 
to that work, gives us this character of the SpeSa* 
tor^ tp which iiis difcourfes were defigned as a fequel.- 
** The- world has been obliged to an author of dif- 
*^ tingui/h4d merit, now^ living (24), for having been 
** the iayentor^of a manner oJF writing* no lefs en* 
** tertaining than any which had been eftablifhed by 
** the pradice of the mod celebrated ancients. 
'^ The form, into which the bed writer among the 
" Romans generally chofe to caft his thoughts, was that 
*^ of dialogue or fA his converfatio^s related, in whicii 

(23) Differtat* fur la poefie Anghifif in the Journal Uttraire, 
^iQiSjBix p. 159,160. (14) i. e.. 101714. 

"the 
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more in his EJ/ays (I) has giv^en a very 
handfomecnconiiiim upon them. His words 

• arc 

flj Vol. Lpag. 201* 

'*' the perfons introduced were all Philofophers, and 
" the difcourfes wholly ferious; yet thb he borrow- 
** cd from Plato, and others of the Greeks ^ whom 
" he profeiTed to imitate. But the introducing a fet 
** of perfons of different humours and characters, 
" zQlng on feme imaginary occafioD, which might 
'' draw out a variety of incidents and difcourfesy 
" and in which every paper j^ould be an entire 
" piece, at the fame time, that it is a^part of th«» 
^* whole, is the inventioft of the writer already 
/' mentioned, who feems at once to have introduced 
" it, and carried it to perfe6iion." A very ingeni- 
*' ous and polite writer gives the following general 
" charadler of Mr. Addlfon's writings : " I may re- 
'* commend Mr. Addifon, fays he, as a perfe6l pat- 
" tern of true poetic waiting. . . This author is more 
*' laboured s li^^ his great Matter Virgil, he has 
" weighed every word, nor is there one exprefiion 
*' in all his lines, that can be changed for any juHer, 
" or more forcible than it felf (25)." Poffibly this 
laft compliment may be a- little overtrained. We 
may obferve here, that the TatUrs^ SpeSators, and 
Guardians, have been tranflatcd into moft of the 
European Languages, and given birth to feveral pa- 
pers in imitation of them in foreign countries. The 
Prcnch had for fome time their Babilliardf or Tat/en 
the Dutch have to this day their SpeSiator i and the 
Germans had for fome years together their Guar- 
dian. This laft paper* was printed at Hamborough, 
and compofed by a fociety of Gentlemen, who un- 
derftood Englifii ; they tranflated feveral of the Spec- 

(*S) J>iffertati^ oh reading the Clajpch, and firming a jufifiyk, 
^ 209, £io, London, primed for J. Bowyer 17 13, 120* 
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are thefe. << Many more books on other 
moral fubje£ts have been compofed with 

much 

tatorSf which had not before appeared in. the Ger- 
man language ; and this gave their GuardUns fo great 
a repotatton, that nhi or ten tboufand of them were 
ufually fold. Thefe particulars we are informed of 
by a relation of Mr. Addifon^s (26)» wlio likewife 
tells us, ** that when the Old SpekaSor was laid down 
** by thofe hands which at firft compofed ir, the pa- 
** per was immediately fet on foot again by fome of 
*« the gnateft Wits in England. Several of whofe 
'* writings of different kinds had been received with 
'* the ntmoft applaofe by the public ; yet even thofe 
** Gendemen, to their great furprize, found the 
'< thing would not do ; and had the good fenfe not 
'* only to drop their defign^ but to conceal their 
** names. Mr. Addifon faid upon this occafion,t that 
*• he looked upon the undertaking to write Spedlators 
** to he like the attempt of Penelope^s lovers to Jhoot 
** in the bow of Vljjfes ; who foon founds that no 
** body could boot well in that how, hut the band 
•• which ujed to draw it.** He then relates two 
ftories, which ihew, that among all the characters in 
that work, that of Sir Roger de Coverly was the fa- 
vourite with Mr. Addifon ; who, a little before he 
laid down the Spe^ator, {forefeeing that fome nimhU 
Gentleman would catch up his pen the moment he had 
quitted it,) faid to an intimate friend, with a certain 
warmth in his expreffioM, which he was not often 
guilty of. By Q— d, I'll kill Sir Roger, that no body 
eUe may murder him. Accordingly the whole Spec- 
tator, N. 517, conffit of nothifig elfe but an account 
of the old Knight* s death and feme moving circusn- 
fames, which attended it. The other inltance of Mr. 
Addifon's tendernefs for Sir Roger^ is as follows: 

(a6) See abc M IT #" Um^fii 1^^ PawfUtt, N* I. ^ 

Sir 
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«« much wit and vi\racity in our own and 
foreign countries to expofe vice and 

folly 
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Sir Richard Steele, in one of bis Spc6lator$ (27) has 
a little injudicioujly made the old Knight pick up a looje 
woman in Covent-Garden (28). Mr, Jddijon was Jo 
heartily vexed when be read this paper, that be 
immediately tailed a eoath^ went to his friend Sir 
Richard, and never left him till be bad made him 
promife, that he would meddle no more witi^ Sir 
Roger^s charaSer, 

But as the Spectator was received with fo general 
an applaufe, it could not be exempt from an attack (a 
fate to which the noblefl compoiitions are obnoxious.) 
for in the year 17 11 there appeared a pamphlet en« 
titled A Spy upon the SpeSator (29). The preface 
declares, " That there may be feen more than ordi- 
" nary reafons to look narrotvly into the Spcdlator*s 
defigns and management. The tyranny that he 
pretends to exert over the fenfe and reafon of his 
countrymen, and the fmall flock of difcretioa 
with which he lays this daily burthen oi fpeculati'- 
ons upon them, makes it neceflary to flop him in. 
the beginning, and let him know that the founda- 
tions of his power arc only imaginary, and his no- 
" tions are of the fame nature as the clouds and 
" mills, that he pretends to cafl over his a6lions. 
" Care (hould be taken lefl by following him wc 
lofe our wit, morality and religio'n. For fhould 
we look upon him to be th« touchflone of wir, 
and the rule and flind.ird of judgment, and after- 
" wards £nd that he is Hat in the one, and exercifes 
the other upon trijles (N° 10) it may at laft make 
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(27) No 410. Vol. 6. (28) Here the ingcDlcus au- 

thor miftakes the place, it being in th^ Temple Cloyfteis. 

(29) It was printed for John Morphcw near Stationer*! Hall, and 
contains 24. pages in %'vq* See Pan I. 
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*' folly, and promote decency and fobrie- 
** ty bf manners. But chc produdions of 

* * this 


•* OS have a contemptible opinion of ingenuity and 
^* learning. 

The author then proceeds to fhcw the danger that 
may atife from the Spe£iator with regard to moral! ly ; 
** which, fays he, is a ferious thing, and of too 
** much value to be loil ; and therefore, although th-c 
** SptSiator at prefent, under the pretence of enli^ 
** vening it bytuit (N° lo) may impofe only the flia- 
^ dow of it 4ipon us inftcad of the fubftance, yet he 
** fliould not be permitted to proceed fo far as to 
^ make a buffoon of Ariftotle, and write a burlefquc 
** upon Epiflctus.*" 

The laft danger which he fnfinuates may be occa- 
fioncd by the Spe^atar is that of religion, '* The 
^* profeflion, fays he, «s well as character of the 
** Clergy, are too facred for th^e trivialnefs of fuch. 
*^ papers'; and who knows but the SpeSiatory who 
** exprcfl his averfion to belts at two months old 
** (N<^ i) and has contr.i(5led a friendfhip with a Z>/- 
" vinit that under the (helter of a weak conflitution^ 
** has laid afide the cares and bufinefs of his fun6lion 
to attend upon clubs and chamber- council (N° 2), 
may have fome defign ag'ainft the fifty new churches, 
** at leaft vvill be again 11 having any Steeple-boufes 
*^ and Be!fries tp jhein." 

He concludes his preface with thefe words : 
'* The feveral Spectators being a disjoined and con- 
** fufed huddle of unmethodi^ed notions, I do not 
** look upon my fclf obliged to take them in order. 
However (notwithibnding his magifterial autho- 
rity) every one of them in proper time and place, 
" may meet with due correAion. And perhaps he 
'* ihall (hortly find, he has not art enough to difguife 
'' himfelf ; and that a net is too ^bin a W^^^^ for a 
*^ jf arty- man to dance in." But the fame dull criii- 

cifn>. 
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this nature, which have of late appear- 
ed 'm tills nation, whether we regard the 

*' juft 

cifm might be m de on all the excellent pieces that 
were ever publilhcd ; and that thoTe alTertionb were 
groundki's and nulicious, appeirs from the beauty of 
thole p.ipers, and the good effcft they wrought (30 ) 
Mr. Oldmixon has liltevvife ccnfured the Sfeffa- 
Por's character as a critic; for he tells us {31), 
That in oppofition to his own rule, he feldom 
takes notice of any beaoty, which h^id not been 
diftinguiftied before by others, as well as by him - 
•* felf, ewher in writing or convcrfaiion. I do not 
" {ly this in the leaft diminution of the merit of 
** that Gentleman as a Poet or Critick. He had as 
** much oi it as any man, but to let the reader a 
♦* little into the art of the Spe^ator ; for if we are 
^ not to remark beauties, which have been remarked 
* before, he ha« in a great meafure engro/Ted the 
market to himfelf, by tranfcribing the moft beau- 
** tiAil pafTages of Milton and other Poets, fiefides, 

(30) The fofmldable Mr* Deon'» (in his iHttrt famliae^ ino* 
rmt and critical) cenfiires foaie of Mr. A<idiibn*s (but without 
iecming to know that they were bis) SpeSaurij ^leakiag of the 
i.'empkr (one of the Chariftcrs in that paj^r be fays, •• That 
" SbachveU is of opinicn, that the Sharper (cenfured in the Ta/« 
** Ur) with hit be« and his hUc dice is art h nefter fellow than 
" the rhetorical author the Tempkr, who mak«s ufe of his tropes 
" and figures, which are h!s h gh and his low-runners, to cheat 
'* uj at once of cur money and of our intellefhiala*'* And a little 
aiter, fpealcing of N. 40 of the Speffalor, he declares, " That 
'* 'there areas many bulls, ar.d blunders, and contradt^ions in it al> 
" mod as ther« are lines, and a!l delivered With that infolent zni 
*' that biuftering air, which ufualJy attends upon error and delu- 
** fion J while truth, like tne Dtity that infpires it, comes calmly 
" and without noife." Dennis's iLettcrs Vol II. p. 407, 4oS^ 
London 172 1. There is much bfuftcr in this Criticifm, but wc 
don't find any in the Diicourfe on which it animadverts. 

['^i) Arts of Logic and RhetoiiCf p, 295,296. A dry, unpro- 
' mifmg title to the imitation of a very agreeable French work» 
Father. Bouhour's Humitrc dci.bien penjcr, 

fi a^ •• that 
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•' juft and generous fcniiments, the fertile 

'* invention 


4€ 




that art appears vifibly in his caution as to the cha- 
radler of authors, there being no better w.y to 
•• fccure his owp valuable one, than in doing ho- 
•* nour to that of others (32). The Spe^ator, as a 
•• Critic, is not without a fmack of the character 
" of Lord Plaufible, as a Gentleman." 

We have likcwife another palTage in that Critic to 
the fame purpofe. ** I cannot help taking notice, 
fays he (33), that the cricicifms in the Tat/ers, 
Guardians and Spe^aUrs, are a little too common 
and fuperficial, and not always juft. Thofe oi^ 
" Milton are rather a collection of the beauties in 
the ParaJffi Loft^ than an ezaA criticifm en the 
mechsinifm of the Poem. Of the fame kind 
are the quotations out of other Poems ; and it is 
furely moll praife-worthy, that feveral of thefe 
** Poems were written by the friends of the writers 
" of thofe papers, and very often of the printers. 
" However, in other fpeculations they are the mod 
polite and entertaining of any modern pieces^ per- 
haps in any modern language. With this high and 
juft opinion of thofe authors, I muft be fo free as to 
'* obferve, that there is too much artifice in their re- 
^* marks on writers and their writings. Tliey feldom 
*' meddle with any whofe reputation is not well efta- 
" hliftied. Contrary to the SpeQator't obfervation, 
«< No 291. One great mark by tobicb you may difcover' 
** a Critic tobo bas neitber tafte nor learnings is tbif, 
*« fbat be feldom ventures to pra'ffe any pajfage in an 
** author^ tvbicb bas not been before received. Whoever 
** is acquainted with the TatlerSf Guardians and 6^/^- 
•* tatorSi need not to be told, that moft of the paf- 
*' fages, which are praifed in thefe papers, were well 
'* known before to men of tafte, though they were 
** not become fo common as they have been lince." 

(32) This fevae infinuation might perhape dderre to be ant* 
nadverted upon. ^33} Ibid. p. 66. 






^ ihvtnuon, the variety of fiibjeds, the 
^ furp'iring turns of wit and feccticMisima- 
« ginacion, tHe gentce! fiityr, the purity 
'* and propriety of the words, aflid the 
" beauty and dignity of the diction, have 
^< furpaifed all the produ6biaas of this 
*< kind chat have been publiflired.in any age 
** or coumry. The reader no doubt is 
" beforehand with me, and, c^)cludes,, 
" that I mean the Tatler and SpClat$r^ 
** which, rfor the greateft parr, have all 
" the perfection of writing, and all the 
" advantages of wit and humour that are 
^ required to entertain and inftruft the 
« people ; and it muft chiefly be owing ta^ 
" the great depravity of manners in thefe 
" loofe and degenerate times, that fuch 
" worthy performances have produced no* 
" better effefts." Mt. Addifon in the 
freeholder (m) has taken notice of this com- 
plement of Sir Richard Blackmore in the 
iPdanner following.. *^ As for the Trailers 
and SfeSlators in particular, which are 
obliged to this ingenious and ufeful au- 
thor for the character be has giv^en of 
them, they were fo generally oifpcrfed 
in langle fheets, and have (ince been 
printed in fo great numbers, that it is 
to be hoped they have made fome pro- 
felytes to the intereftsi if not to the 
^ pradice of wifdom and virtue, an[K>ng 

(m) Nunib. 45.. . 

F 3 V fuch 


" fuch a multitude of readers." Th? fitu- 
ation of affairs in England in the year 
17 1 3 rcndring the doftrine of liberty very 
feafonable, Mr, Addifon endeavoured to 
awaken the nation to a fcnfc of it by his 
excellent Tragedy of Cato. It received an* 
univerfal applaufe, and all parties, how- 
ever divided and oppofite 10 each other, 
confpired in giving it the commendations it 
deferved (»). It run for a monih together, 
and then was ftopt only by the idfidifpofiti- 
on of one of the principal performers. 
The author received a meffage, that the 
Queen would be pleafed to have it de- 
dicated to her {0) \ but as he had defigned 
that compliment elfewhere, he found him- 
ielf obliged by his duty on the one fide, 
and his honour on the other, to fend it 
into the world without any dedicition. 
Mr. Pope wrote the prologue to it, which 
is very beautiful, and Dr. Garth the epi- 
logue.^ 

(nJThfs honoon to which Mr. Adddifon wasraifed, and the 
wealth he got, made Mr. Voltaire obiervev *' That had he 
'* been in France, he would have been elected a member of one 
** of the Academies, and by the credit of ibme women, might 
'■ have obtained a yearly penfion of twelve hundred livrts ; or 
** elie might have been imprifon'd in the BaftHe, upon pretence 
*' that certain ilrokesin his Tragedy of Co/o, had been dikovered^ 
** glanced at the porter of fome man in power.*' Letten concern* 
ing the Engltjh Nation, Letter XXIII. 

(4J U is the opinion of many, that fome Charafters in this 
Tragedy glanced at certain men (the Tories) then in power, who, 
in order to ward oiF the reflexions which might arife from htpct^ 
affeded to applaud it with the WhigS| by whiich ncaos the appro- 
Moabcugie iii»tci6I» 
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logue. It was tranfla^ted into French and 
Italian, and 2£ted in moft of the lan- 
guages of Chriftendom [17], Immediately 
after the publication of this Tragedy there 
was a pamphlet publi(hed by Mr. George 
Sewell, who was afterwards a Phyfician, and 
author -of the Tragedy of Sir IValter 
Raleigb.^ This pamphlet is entitled Obfer- 

vations 

{lf\ It toas immediately tranjlated into French and 
Italian^ and a3ed in moft of the languages of Chrift- 
endom.^ The French tranilation oF Mr. Boyer was 
publiHied at London in 1713. The Abbot du Boa 
Itkewife tranilated it ; but only the three £r(l fcenes 
of that verfion were printed (34). We have an Ita- 
lian tranilation by the Abbot Salvini ; and this tragedy 
having been aSed at Leghorn during the Carnival by 
the Academic! Compattiti, // toas received with fuch 
prodigious applaufe, that the author was obliged to 
tubli/h it at Florence {35). Mr. Tickcll fiys, that he 
nas not been able to learn, whether that of Signor 
. Valetta, a young Neapolitan Nobleman, has ever 
been made public. We have a Latin tranflation of 
«the celebrated Soliloquy of Cato in the beginning of 
the fifth a£l of that Tragedy, which, as the publiflier 
of it in the SpeStator obferves {36), for concifenefs^ 
purity^ and elegance of phrafe^ cannot be fufficientlj 
admired. This is faid to have been done by the late 
Dr. Francis Altcrbury, Bifliop of Rochefter, The 
Engliih college of Jefoits at St. Omers tranflat^d the 
whole Tragedy into Latin, and had it adted by their 
pupils there with vaft magnificence and prodigious 
applaufe. They fent a copy of their verfion over to 
Mr. Addifon. 
» 

(34} See the fbppleme&t to the Nmviltet Uteratres for the 
17th of OaoWr 1716. (35) NoKvtUti Liter, tk m 

jMilkt 1716. p. iu (36}Niiiiib. M. Vol. it 


vations upon Caio, a 7rag^dy by Mr. AMi:- 
fpn^ in a letter to ♦•*, dated April 45, 
1713, pages 21, in ^^ Cp> It contaius 
federal mgeaioua remarks in favour of that 
performance \W\ 

Thia 

\W\ It contains feveral rngenious remarh in favour 
of that performance. ] The atithcr declarjes at the 
bcgiAmng of his Pamphlet his approbation of it, and. 
tells us, that this Tragedy, wbitb had raifed the ex- 
piAathn of the town to a great height^ bad jujfl^ 
fatisfiediti »id he divides his obfervations upon it into 
the following heads;. 1. He glares a general idea of 
the charadler of Catc^ in order to fbew more 
enHdently with what juftaefa and propriety his cha- 
ncer, with all his fentiments, k prefcrved to the 
laft. 2. He points out how juiily all the other cha- 
ndlers are dilliagmihed from each other, and. made 
fobfervient to the coaduA of the whole. 3. He. 
oenicludes with obferving fome extraor<Hnary beaa- 
ties in it, a%d 0iewing how ejradly they are con<« 
formable, not only to the true fpirit of Poetry, 
but the beft rales of Criticifm. The reader, we pre-- 
Aime will not be difplcafed to fee a more particular 
extra^ from cht< piece, fince there is fucha peculiar 
fatality attendmg Pamphlets, even the beft of them«. 
that in a ihort time they arc negleded and forgotten- 
by the public, and are^nly to be found in the hands 
of the Curioos. Our ingenioiu author tells ua> that: 
*' in order to form a general idea of Cato, we m oft 
** have a view of the fccnt of affairs in which he 
** »£ted, an age full of vice and corruption, de» 
^ faanch-d fveta their old generous Raman Prhcifies^ 
** abocmding with plots smd confplracies againft the 
" prefent model of their Government, divided into 
^ parties, headed by violent and ambitious fpirits^, 

^fp) PMed ht A« BaUvria in Warwwlt^Laae »i5« 
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This* Dramatic Piece was begun 

long 

•• and carried on with all th« arts of dcfign, hy- 
pocrify and diiTimulation ; and in (hort fuch an 
age, wherein, as Cicero defcribes it, it was as dan- 
gerous for a good man to hazard himfelf in bu- 
finefs, and a6l in public offices, a*s it was difgrace- 
" ful . and mean to retire from them." In this age, 
continues our critic, the great Cato appeared, a6ling 
merely upon the principles of honour and judice, 
neither aw*d nor feduced by parties, with the trueft 
notions of tlie ancient republic form, and a hearty 
zeal for it, publickly oppoiing both its difguifed and 
open. enemies. . When the tivil war broke out, he 
fided indeed with Pompey, as moft of the Senators^ 
and lovers of their country did, not thinking him 
fo dangerous an enemy as Casfar ; and Cato parti- 
cularly hoping by the influence he had ove; him to- 
bring him to refettle the State upon its old bottom, if 
Pompey happened to prove the Conqueror. Dr. Sewell 
proceeds then to (late Cato's public and private cha- 
rafler as it is reprefented by Lucan, who in that de- 
fcription had as llri£t a regard to truth as any HiHo- 
rian. This Poet in the fecond book of the Pbarfa* 
Via has extremely well painted the iimpHcity of his 
manners and habit, his notions of Philofophy and 
his manner of behaviour; and then defcribed his zeal 
for the State, and his anxiety for the calamities, that 
were likely to befall it 5 his generous concern for his 
fellow-fufFercrs and negleft of himfelf, when Brutus 
comes to confult him in the dead of the night. 
Oar author has given us an elegant tranflation of 
thefe paiTages ; and then remarks, how agreeable to 
this, the charafler of Cato is fudained thro' the 
whole Play. In iht fecond JSi^ fays he (37), we find 
him befieg*d and encompaiTed by Csfar at Utica, la 

(37) OifervatioHS &c» p. 8» 

conference 
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long before it was brought upon tlie 

ftage [Jl]. 

conkrtncc with a few Senators who had adhered to 
fhc caufe of liberty, in this utmoft exigence, re- 
gulating their debates, and returning an anfwer to 
C«far with an air fapcrior to his fortune. And tho' 
in this debate he utters tnzny fen fences, which would 
not be graceful for another to fpeak, yet according 
ta Quintilian's role, they are very proper and juft in^ 
him ; far, fays the Orator, Jentences are maft proper- 
ly put in the mouth •/ men of authority^ that the 
firfin may give a cvnfirmation to the weight and m- 
fortantt of the fuhje£f. In the third AQ we have an- 
other inftance of th« grcatncfs of hijs foul, where 
he ventures himfeJf anarmed amidft a band of con- 
^irators, who bv the fingle awe of his virtue arc fo 
atM/h*d, that they dare not eapecute their pur- 
pofe, when it was in their power. This is very a- 
greeable to Virgil's fentiment, where he compares 
in his Jirjf JBneid the fuddcn fall of the waves an(i 
ceafing of the winds». at the appearance of Neptune^ 
to the compofing of a popular tumult in an inftant 
by the fight and words of a grave and good man- 
After Cato has delivered the mutineers up to juftice, 
he wifely takes an opportunity from thence to re- 
commend their darling liberty to his friends, 'andt 
goes off as calm- and fedate as if no fuch thing had 
happened. In the fourth A^ we fee a greater trial 
of his conftancy, where when the rclraion of his 
fon Marcus's death is brought to him by his brother 
Fortius, before the narration is finifh'd, he thinks not 
of the fofs of his fon,, but only of his behaviour j; 
and when he finds it glorious, cries out, / am fa- 
tisfed ! This inftance of fortitude our critic ob- 
fcrvcs is not unlike that in Corncille's Tr^igt^y of 
Horace, obferved by Monfieur Boileau in his Preface 
to LonginuSf where the Father of the three Horatii 
being told, that, two of his fens were killed in the 

combat 


[59l 

Combat with the three Curt a tit, and that the third 
fled away ; grieves only for the fhameful flight of 
the laft ; and their fifter asking him what he would 
have had him iingly done againd three, he replied,— 
Die, When we confider Cato under another view, 
we fee his frxendfhip for Joba, and his generous en- 
deavours to form hr>s mind to true greatnefs, and to 
raife his hopes on future profpeds of a dignity, 
that would be the reward or his virtues, not of his 
birth. When we view him under the light of Phi- 
lofophy, we fee him making nfe of it to form his 
Tcfolutions how beft to difengage himfelf from the 
world and Csefar. There is a great variety to. be 
obferved ra that excellent fpeech upon this occasi- 
on ; his refolutkm, his agreeable profpe6ls of eternity, 
and yet the tmc^rtainty where and toben, which 
throws him into fome Httle fofpence, . till tipon a 
view of the book zn^fzoard^ herauraeshis refolution, 
Cicero has a paflage which feems to warrant the un- 
certainty of Cato^s condudl in this point. *• While 
" I am reading, /tj/ he, Plato'^s book, I am allur'd 
•* and charmed into a convi£H«n of the immortality 
** of the foul, and its exijfence in a future ftate ; 
** but as foon as I have laid d6w!i the book, 1 re- 
lapfe into uncertainty, and all my former convic- 
tion Aides awriy from me." Cato, after a found 
fleep, (the blefling of a good and compofed mind) 
executes his purpofc, and even in the agonies of 
death fhews a kind concern for his fon, daughter, 
and friends ; and then with an abhorrence of the 
world, and a feeming dillruft of his conduct, expires 
in a prayer to the Gods. Dr. Sewcll proceeds next 
to the dillindlion of the remaining charadlers from 
each other ; which rule is too much negledled in 
nrnny of our celebrated Plays. Portius and Marcus 
are nicely diftinguifli'd in their complexions, manners 
and tempers ; and this difference of fouls runs vifibly 
thro' the whole Play into a friendly difparity of fen- 
timents, the one fedare and calm, the other warm 
aad paffionatc. Tlicy both a6t upon the fame prin- ' 
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cxplts of honour and virtue, and the example of 
their Father. The elder confiders him as a lover of 
liberty and his country ; the younger merely in op- 
pofttion to Caefar. The one copies his Morality and 
Philofophy, the other fhews his zeal for Rome. The 
critic points out other dilFerences in their chara£ters ; 
and obferves with regard to Juba, that his character 
is entirely new. He copies from Cato*s example, 
and is particularly animated to a noble imitation of 
him by his love for Marcia. His confufion at the 
^ifcovery of this love ; his fubmiffion to Cato^s au- 
thority ; his difcourfe with Syphax on the preference 
of the arts of the mind to thofe of the body ; and 
in fhort, cvtry incident of his charafier is admirable. 
Nor is there a lefs difference in the viqious than in the 
virtuous parts introduced. Sempronius and Syphax 
are both villains, traytors and hypocrites, but of a 
diflindl kind ; and the Roman and the African differ 
as much in their treachery as their complexion. 
Lucius, the oppofite to Sempronius, tho' a friend to 
Cato, is of a mild, calm and merciful difpofition, full 
of tendernefs for fuffercrs of •all forts ; and in- 
clines to a gentler method, not fo much out of 
weaknefs* as frofli 'the review of the calamities 
that afSi£led his country. The two women inhe- 
rit the different fpirits of their fathers. . The daugh- 
ter of Cato, concerned deeply for her father and 
the caufe of virtue, checks an untimely pafH- 
on> with the refIe6lion of the relation ihe bears 
to the Head of that caufe, and by an excel- 
lent artifice of the Poet, upon the fuppoficion of 
the death of her lover, difcovers her value for him. 
This incident is natural as well as necelLry, (o 
that it takes away all indecency unworthy of a 
daughter of Cato. On the other fide, Lucia of a foft 
and rompaflionate temper, cannot difguifeher thoughts, 
but after (he has revealed them, fearful of the confc- 
ouences, refolves to wait the event of things before 
flie makes her lover happy. Here is the timidity and 
pity of her fistther Lucius i and at the fame time hex kind- 
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nefs to Marcia engages her as far as his friendfliip to 
Cato did him. Dr. Sewell remarks, that the plot is 
jadly worked up from thefe charafbers ; and that in 
the Cataftrephey which is of a mixed natare, anfor- 
ttinate goodnefs is. left upon conjeAure and to the 
Gods, and the other virtuous charA6lers are all reward- 
ed. The Critic then obferves, with regard to the parti- 
cular beauties of the Play, that the paflions which 
the chara^er of Cato is mod apt to raife, are indig- 
nation, admiration and pity ; indignation, to fee fuch 
exalted virtue opprefi'ed by fuccefsful tyranny ; ad- 
miration, in obferving the Patriot, in the midil of all 
his calamities, great, good, and intrepid ; pity, for 
his ill fuccefs' in the public caufe and his domeflic 
misfortunes, which are apt fomuch the more to move 
others, as they affe£led him lefs. Dr. Sewell teils 
Qs likeWife, that he would have but a mean opinion 
of an audience, who (hould not be moved by it. 
He remarks, that mofl of Cato's fpeeches are filled 
with indignation againll Caefar ; and that, according 
to Quintiliao, interrogations agree bed with that paf- 
fion, and heighten the fentiments. Of this kind we 
have feveral beautiful inftances in the fecond a£t, be- 
tween Decius and Cato, particularly where Decius 
tells him how anxious Caefar was for his life, and 
Cato replies ; 

Would hefave Cat ? Bid him /pare bis country <, 

I 

We have another fine inftance in the fourth a£l, where^ 
Juba fays ; 

While Cato lives, defar will blujh to fee 
Mankind enjlav^d^ and be aJbanCd of Empire, 

And he returns \ 

\Cafar ajbam^d I has he not feen P barf a Ha t 

The ytxy mention of Pharfalia is the ftrongeH mark 
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of indignation, withoat any other ex«ggtf4itioQ. The 
Critic obferves one more beauty, which is as follows. 
It 18 upon a common topic, ^hich all our Poets have 
Gccafion for fome time or other, an imp^ffihiiity. 
What work do they make here ? Sometimes jou 
mgbt as Will move Oiympus % at others, ^tdn mu/t 
ke gfttfp^i at I and the more moderate are contented 
with making Rivers flow baeimard tjo the fountain 
head. But here we-msy obferve the judgment of the 
Poet in the £rft a^, where Semptonios is telling 
Fortius what a happinefs he (hould enjoy, if Cato 
his father would give him his filler Marcia i to which 
he replies, 

Aias / SemproniuSy toouldjl thou talk of love 
To Mania, tokiie her father^ s life's in danger ? 
Thou migiffft at well court the pale trembling veflal 
Whenjbe beholds the holy flame expiring. 

This image is new. beautiful, and judicioufly fuited 
tt) the circumftances ; and nothing could be more 
agreeable to the notions of a Remain, than fuch 
an impoflibility ; belides thu the glance at re]igion 
improves and exalts |he idea to the highed pitch. 
Dr. Sewell obferves, that it appears, from a dialogue 
de Orntoribus (38), attributed by fome toTacituf, and 
by others to Quincili<in, that Curiatius Maternus com- 
pofcda Trageay upon this fubjedl ; and it is pro^a- 
ble, by the hint which Horace gives in his firft Ode 
of the fecond book to Pollio^ that Cato bore a con« 
Cderable part in his Tragedy, which he adyifcd him 
to defer publilhing, till matters were better compof- 
ed, and forbear a fubjedt, which could not but be 
ungrateful to many at that time. Dr. Sewell con- 
cludes with this obfervation, that this was not de- 
iiened as a State or Party-play ;.but that the charadler 
of Cato was drawn from the life, without any regard 
to the eircamllances of the time, when the Tragedy 

(38)0. 2an4 3« 
"^ appeared. 
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appeared. It is very certain indeed^ that Cato's^cha- 
racier is jud, and formed upon the truth of hidory i 
but Mr. Tickcll h;is afTurcd us, as we ohfcrvcd above 
in the text of this article, that Mr. Addilbn was in- 
duced by the Hate of affairs at the time when it wat 
adcd, to bring it upon the ftage then. Dr. Sewell 
hris fubjoined to his Objervations a Poem upor> thii 
Tragedy, wherein having complained that Operas had 
long triumphed over Poetry and Tragedy, he takes 
Aotice that this performance had awakened men fcooi' 
their flupid indolence : 

^9fe hi ad 5 i that uid tUoft indglent to movi 
^(^SiNG^soNG BaIlad, and SoiiMh lovty 
Begdn their huritd fenj'es to explorft 
Jind found they notQ had tajjions as before : 
The power of nature in their bojomsfeltr 
In /pit e of prejudice comfeWd to melt, 

. He then applauds Catb^s conllancy, and obferves that 
the ^ul bf Ikonu appeared more- eminent and greac 
in his iingle charafler, than when it reigned in whole 
crowds of Senators. 

Obferv$ the juftnefs of the Poet^s thoughts, 
Wbofe fmafleft excelhence is want of faults ; 
Without affiled pomp and noife be warms , 
Without the gaudy drefs of beauty charms ;. 
Love, the old fubjeSi of the bus kin' d Mufe, 
Returns, but fucb as Roman virgins ufe. 
A virtuous love, chajlisd by pur eft thought. 
Net from the fancy, but from nature wrought* 

He then calls upon the Britons, to do honour to their 
modern Poet, and place him in a rank fuperior to 
the mod admired of their ancients, Johnfon and 
Shakefpear. 

While Phoebus binds the l^rel on his brow. 
Rife up ye Mufes, , and ye Poets bow : 
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^*B^ [-^' Mr. Defcfaamps having feen 

this 

* 

Superior fourth with admiration greets 
And place bim near eft to bis P bet bus* feat, 

[X] Tbis Tragedy was begun long before it voas 
brought upon the ftage.] ** This Tragedy, fays Mr. 
•• TickclJ, appeared in public in the year 171 J. when 
" tKc greatcit part of the Ijift aft was added by the 
** author to the foregoing, which he had kept by 
'' him for many years. He took up a delign of 
'* writing a play upon this fubjeft when he was very 
** young at the Univerfity, and even attempted 
" fomething in it there, though not a line as it now 
ftands. The work was performed by him in his 
travel?, and retouched in England, without any 
formed reiolution of bringing it upon the (lage» 
till his friends of the fird quality and diflinftioA 
prevailed with him to put the lad finiihing to it» 
at a time when they thought the do6lrine of liber- 
ty vtry fcafonable." This pafljge has given a new 
occaAon to Sir Richard Steele to animadvert upon 
Mr. Tickell with his ufual vehemence and afperity. 
We (hall give Sir Richard's obfervation entire, be- 
caufe it acquaints us with fome particulars relating 
to that Tragedy and the author of it. " All the 
" town knows, fays he (39), how officious I was in 
** bringing it on ; and.you that know the town, the 
** theatre, and mankind very well, can judge hov^r 
neceffary it was to take meafures for making a 
performance of that fort, excellent as it is, ran 
into popular applaufe. I promis'd before it was 
aded, an«i performed my duty accordingly to the 
<< author; tha: I would bring together fojull an au- 
dience on the firft days of ir,* that it fhould be im- 
pofUble for the vulgar to put its fuccefs or due 

(39) Dedication of the Drummtr, p. 15, 16. 
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this Tragedy wrote one \ipon the fahit 
fubjcft, and under the fame title, which has 
been oppofed to that of Mr. Addifon [ T]. . 

Mr.. 

*^ applaufe to any hazard ^ but I don*t mention it only 
** to (hew, how good an Jia de Camp £ was tq Mr, 
*^ Addifon, hue to (hew alfo that the editor 4oes as 
^' much to cloud the merit of this work as I did to. 
** fet it forth. Mr. TickcH's account of iti being-; 
taken up, laid down, and at lafl perfedled, afrec 
fuch long intervals and paufes, would make anjr. 
one believe, who did not know Mr. Addifon, that 
Mt was accompliflied with the greateH pain and la- 
bour, and the ifflie rather of learning and induftry, 
thaa capacity and genius. But I do afiure you, 
"that never Play, which could bring the. author 
** any reputation- for wit and condu£l, notw'itlland- - 
ing *twas fo long before it was fini(h*d, employ e4 \ 
the author fo little a time in writing. If I re* 
member right, the fifth A£t was written in lefa 
** than a week*s time ; for this was particubr ia 
** this writer, that when he had taken hia refoluti- 
*< on, or made his plan for what he' defigned t9 . 
<' write, he would walk about a room, and di£late - 
" it into lac^uage with as much freedom and eaf<? 
*' as any one could write it down, and attend to . 
'* the coherence and grammar of what he didUted. . 
** I have been often thus employed by him, &c." 

SX\ Which has been apfojed to that of Mr. Addifon.1 ^ 
This Tragedy of Des Champs was even preferred to" 
that of Mr. Addifon, *in a dilTertation publiibcd in th« - 
Mercure Galantf a collcdion worthy fuch an extra- 
ordinary piece of criiicifm. Des Champs'a Caio wa3 
dedicated by him to the Duke of Orleans, and it was . 
tranflated into Englifli in Blank Verfe, and publifhcd 
with tf Parallel betwixt that piece and the Tragedy of 
Cato laritten by Mr. Ad disoki, at London, 1716. 
The author of this Parallel pretends, to ihew, by an . 
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Mn Dennis likewiiib wrote a Criticifm 

,upon 

analyfis of th« two Plays, that Mr. Addifon^s is veiy 
faulty in the (budlure of the fable, while the French 
Tragedy is extremely beajutiful ; and that the Epi- 
fbdes of the Englilh Poet are abfolutely detached 
Irom the principal action, and make it difappear : 
whereas thofe of the French Foet depend upon the 
fubjedt, are full of diftrcfs, and difcovcr the plot^. 
in (hort, that the cendufl of the latter is regular^ 
wonderful^ agreeable to truths mwing and great, 
Mr. Des Champs fuppofes, that Portia the daughter 
of Cato being fallen into the hands of the Parthian j,^. 
after the defeat of Craflus, is advanced at the Court 
of Arfaces, under the denomination of his daughter^, 
and that after that Prince was dead, ihe becomes 
Qaeen of Parthia. Ha attempts, as he fays bimfelf 
(40), to throw a concern of pa [Ji on betwixt her and 
defar which he could not liave done, if flie had 
been known to be Cito*s daughter. Cato is furprizr 
ed to find^his daughter a Queen ; and indead of mak- 
ing ufe of her affiftance to fupport his liberty, he 
thought it criminal to keep a Scepter in his family^ 
and takes occafion frequcntfy to perfaade Portia to re- 
nounce her Crown. This fudden change exafperates 
Fhamaccs King of Pontns, who dcfigncd to marry; 
the Queen ; upon this he refolves to aflaffinate Cato s. 
he propofcs it to Caefar, who abhorring fuch a 
treachery informs Cato of it. Pharnaces in defpair 
attempts to kill Cato and Csrfar,^ and makes himfel£ 
Miller of their place of conference, and ficzes Por- 
tia and the city of Utica. The danger that Caefar 
was in makes him run to fuccour his troops ; Phar- 
naces is defeated ; but the Romans who followed 
C^ato join themfelvcs to Csefars army.; and Cato 
having np other refource but to fubmic to Csefari^ 

(40] In th^ Preface to hi9 Catp^. 
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or ki]l himfelf, chofe the latter. Thu is the plot of 
Mr. Des Chainps*s Tragedy. The author of the Pa" 
rallel then gives us feveral paiTages of the French 
piece in oppofitiqn to the beauties of the finglifli, 
iho' he con/effes be is fuzzUd in the thoicf. He ex- 
tolls the extra As which he makes ; compares them 
to the moft applauded parts- of Corneille and Racine ; 
and concludes the whole Paralltl in this manner: 
ne caufi is ready to be beard i pronounce f my Lord^ 
I have /aid it^ and donU repent^ I cfnfent to ha 
judged by an English man. Js for the reft t I bave 
no other intention than to excite between Mr. Addison* 
and Mr, Dips Champs an emulation^ wbieb may en* 
iourage the latter to proceed upon the foot of Ccr* 
neille^ and pujh on tbe fir ft to become a Corneille t9 
England. However, after all thefe Elogiums Mr. Des 
C.hamps*s piece did not fucceed in theleaft, and. was 
generally defpifed here by all good judges. It met witlv 
the fame fate among perfons of tafte and learning 
in other countries ; and we find that one of the an. 
•hors of the Journal Literaire having recommended 
this PIay» a brother-wsiter of his, (whom we have 
quoted above,) difowned* that Elogium of it in ex- 
prcfs terms. " With regard to Mr. Addifon, fays 
^ he (41), foreigners may form a judgment, of his 
** genius by the^ volumes of the Spe^ator, which 
" have been already publiihed in French. ' Bbt wd 
*' could not jufUy have denied him the greateft 
** commendations imaginable^ tho* he had written 
^ nothing elfe beiidcs his Catv. We cannot imagine, 
** continues he, how it happened, that in one of 
*' our journals among the literary news from the 
** Hague, there was publifhed fuch an extravagant 
** Elogiuni upon the French Cato, and at the fame 
** .time fo injurious, a reflcicion upon that of Mr» 
•* Addifon. We are (a far from approving this, 
«* that we arc of opinion, the Parallel which the 
^^ JFrencb have publiihed between thde two pieces 

(41) J^wraeA, liter, ubi Jupra, f. 215, 

* C^ual^ 


t^i- 


[68] 

*^ equals all that unjaft contempt/ which the EnglUh. 
" in every age have caft upon the French. There 
** is no exaggeration in this ; for nothing can be 
** conceived more extravagant, than to prefer a 
<* piece, which is fcarce equal to the worft of 
** PradoA^s works, to one of the mod perfe^ com- 
** pofition», which England has produced." This^ 
critique is very judicious, bat perhaps it would 
have been more juft, if iniUad of Axing this 
ridiculous Fara/IeJ bettoetn the CaU of Mr Des 
Champs and that of Mr, Aidifon^ upon the French 
in general, the author had observed, as it was 
done in another JoutnaJ, that the EnfrJip would: 
not do juftUe to the French nation^ if they.pould 
impute to it the fentiments of the^ author ^ who 
iompared the French and EngUJb. Cato together^ and 
fvas even fo rafi as to give the preference to the for* 

mer {42)* 

We cannot avoid taking notice here of an ano* 
nymous aathor, who wrote a Critique upon Mr, Ad* 
difon's Ctf/^ (4J) ; »nd it appears very clearly, that 
his dcfign was to find fault with that piece, in order 
to revenge the French nation for the preference, 
which Mr. Addifon in fome of his Spe£tators had 
given to the Englifh writers over the French. Bat 
this over-officious Chamfncm will hardly be ac- 
knowledged by the Frenc^i any more than the au- 
thor of the Parallel between the two Gate's. In 
ihort, he had neither candour nor abilities fufficient 
to execute the task, which he had undertaken. He 
cenfares Mr. Addifon for faults, which he was not 
guilty ©f, and which can only be charged upon 
the French tranflator. For inftance, he rankai a- 
niong the faults agmnfi common fenje^ the firft 
words <Jf the Tragedy according to- Mr. Boyer's 
tranilation ; 

{^%)Supplem. des NouveHei Liter, du 17 Odob* 17 16, p« 337* 
143) 5«^ Nwvclkt Liter, dui&dui6 de Janvier 17 17. 
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VAuron s^ohjcurciu &r fe couvrant d*afreux tfuages 
n^ameine qu^avec peine le pur futaU qui doit decider 
iu fort de Caten {*f de Rome, 

• 

Or according to Mr. Hullin ; 

VAurore fe couvrant d'un voile tenebreux 
N^annonce qu'a regret un jour fi malbeureux ; 
your fatal a Cat on, fins funejle four Rome, 
PuifqWil va decider du fort de ce grand bomme. 
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This, fays he, is contrary to all the rules of the 
** Drama to open the cataftrophe of the Play in the 
** firft words of it, which inform us, that // // a 
fatal, day 9 a. day which is to decide the fate of 
Cato i this is ezprefly faying, that Cato mujl die, 
or at leaft fubmit to Cafar'^ But Mr. Addifon has 
taken care to avoid- fo flagrant a miibke, for the ori- 
ginal has nothing to that purpofe ; and the (44) Ab- 
be Du Bos has tranflated it very exadly in the fol- 
lowing manner, which is equally agreeable to good 
fenfe and to the rules of the Drama. VAurore fe 
leve f SliCelle a Vair fombre f Sluels nuages lui 
couvrent le. front f Kameneroit elle qu^i regret ce 
grand jourt te jour memorable^ qui doit enfanter la 
dejlinee de Caton i^ de Rome, In ihorc* the faults, 
which the abovementioned author pretends to find 
in the ilru6ture and ceconomy of this Tragedy, either 
are not to be found in it, or are no faults at all, or 
are fach faults, as may with equal juftice be imputed 
to Corneille and Racine, and yet have never been 
obje£led to thofe great Poets : It were very eafy to 
* produce inftances of ail this, and to confute this cri- 
tic beyond any poffibility of contradi^ion.. 

Mr. Voltaire, in his Difcourje on Tragedy {j^^)^ to 

(44) This Gcntlemaa who is Secretary to the French Acade- 
my has written, among other pieces, a work entitled* Reflexions 
Critiques fut la Poejie Cst fa Peinture, This work al>ouJids with a 
multitude of very curious obiervations* 

(45 j Tranflated by Mr. I«ockxsaa. 
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tht Right Hanuifittie. tbi Lord Fifeoitnt SoIingbraJketK 
pi*e£xed to the 4th Edition of his Effay ufon the Civil 
IVars of France^ and upon the Epic- Poetry of the Eu" 
ropean Nations {46), having obrervcd the defeats of 
the French (bgc, where the bencfhcs ftt on theftage 
contra^ the flpace of it, and make i^ almoft impoffi- 
bl? to repreient the whole a^l'ron : •• To this dc- 
fe^y fays he, ic n owing, that the fcenes and de- 
corations, which are {o drongly recommended by 
the ancients, fo feidom fuit the Play. Above all, 
it hinders the a£lors from pafling oat of one room> 
into another before the fpedUtors, as was the ja- 
dicioas praAice of tiie Greeks and Roimn», in or- 
*' der to pceferve at one and the (ame time the \xmif 
** of place and probability.'* He then proceeds to* 
ihew that the French writers coald net jittempt t^ 
bring Pompey's Ghoft, or the Genius of BmrtM, on 
tlieir ^8ge» among fo many ywttug people, wlio vievr 
the mok ferioos incidents purely that they, maf Kave ati* 
opportunity of foying (otae fmart thtitg : ** Ho^ 
^ couid wcy fays he, brkig in the midft of thefe 
<* the body of Marcst to Cato liii &th«r) wJio^. 
** maitci the following fpoecfa f 

mJtmi, myfon ; bert lay Bim dkwiti m^fHtit^ti^ 
full in my fights that I may viem at liijkre 
The bhoHy eoarfe, and count thofi glorious t^oundtv 
Uito beautiful is deaths when earn'd by virtue i 
Who %$ould uot bt that youth f what pity is it 
Jhat tve tan die but ^rne to fervt wr country f 

Alas ! my friends f 

Why mourn you thus f let not a private loft 
JffiiSl your hearts ! ^Tis Rome requires our tears^ 
The Mijireff of the vmld. 

Rome is no more ; 
O liberty ! O virtue ! O my country / (^c. 

Cato, laH Scene of Aa IV: 

(+6) Pag. 7, 8. _ 
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*' Thia is wh^t Mr. Addifoa did not fcrople tc^bring 
" iK^ore an BnglHh Audience ; this it what was tranf* 
** lated into Italian, and played in feveral cities of 
^' Italy. But were we to exhibit fuch a fccne in 
^* Paris, would not the pit immediately cenAire ir, 
** and the ladies turn away .their, faces with aa air 
<' of difljftc r' ^ ' 

The fame author has lilcewife in thf dedicati- 
on of his fr^edj of Zayn, to Mr. Falkoner an Englifh 
Merchant, tiken occafipn to commend Mr. Addilon^s 
Cato, and at the fame time to ceufure it in foine 
points. Having obferved that iimplicity was one of 
t^e moit remarkable chara^leriftics of the bcfl wri- 
ters of antiquity ; and advifed the Engliih to in* 
troduce this iimplicity upon their flage, which is 
generally too full of fcencs of horror, and the molt 
ibocking (ights, and to mix more of truth and na^ 
tqre with their nobleift images* he proceeds in this 
gunner : 

jiddijfon Pa deja ante ; 
C^etoit le Paete des fages ; 
Mali il etoit trt^p comertU 
Et dans Jon Catonfi vanti, 
Ses dfux filhs en venter 
Sont d'iffipidfs t^rfinnagts* 
Jmitez dtt grand Addijfon^ 
Seulement ce quHl a de hn. 

That IS, 
" Immortal Addifon, a Bard 
•* Form'd'to delight the. men of fenfe, attempted 
*' By thefe juft maxims to reform the ftage. 
•* Yet even he how great foe*er his merit, 
** Is too elaborate forlimple nature 
" And in his CaU (o admir'd, the Ladies 
** With all their love-fcenes form two charajflers 
^* Dull and unworthy of the noble Drama. * 
•• Tho' mighty Addifon Ihould lead the way, 
** Yet imitate his excellencies only. 
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The /ame author in fome Letters, (juft .pobliOi- 
ed) which he wrote concerning the Engliih Nati- 
on (47)9 tells us, that *' the firft Engliih writer, 
'* who compofed a regular Tragedy, and infufed a 
** fpirit of ekgance thro' every part of it was the 
'' illuilrious Mr. Addifon. His Catc is a mafter- 
piece both with regard to the diction, and the 
beauty |nd harmony of the numbers. The cha- 
" rafter of Cato is in my opinion greatly fuperior to 
** that of Cornelia in the Pompey ofCorneille ; for 
** Cato is great without any thing of fuflian; and 
*' Cornelia, who beiides is not a necefTarv charadler, 
*< tends fometrmes to'bombaft. Mr. Addifon's Ci7/« 
appears to me the greateft charader that was ever 
brought upon any (lage (48] ; but then the reft of 
*'«them don't correfpoad to the dignity of it ; and 
•* this dramatic piece, fo excellently well written, is 
disfigured by a dull love-plot, which fpreads a cer- 
tain languor over the whole, that quite deftroys 
the beauty of it." He informs us afterwards, 
that the tuftom of introducing love at random^ tind 
at any rate in the Drama pajfed from Paris to Lon- 
don about 1 660, with our ribbons and our perruques, 
The Ladies^ toho adorn the theatrical circle there in 
the fame manner as in this city (Paris), toUl fuffer 
love only to be the theme of every converfation, The 

(47) Letter XVIII. on Tragedy. 

(48) We have the following fine cfaara£ler of Cato in the . 
Guardian N® 33. ' * The princ pal character is moved by no c^- 

** fidcration but rcfpeft to that fort of* virtue, the fenfe of which 
** is retained in our lariguage under the word Publick Spirit, All 
" regards to his domnf^ic are wholly laid alide, and that Hero is 
" drawn as having by this motive fubdued inftind^ itfelf callfrg 
** comfort from the diftreiTes of his &mily, which are brought 
<< upon them by their adherence to the cau& of truth and liberty. 
" There is nothing uttered by Cato but what is worthy the bcft 
*< of men j and the fentiments which are given him, arc not 
** only the moft warm for the conduct of this lift, but fach as 
** we may. tbipk will not need to ht eras*d, • but confift with 
*' the happinefi of the foul in the next*" See the Guardians N. 
33, for the general character of C^ro. N. 43 for fome of its beaji- 
tles j ^d N. 64 for its beautilb) fimiles. 
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juJidous Mr. Addifon had the iffitninaU complaifana 
to ftftef^ the Jeverity of his dramatic chara&er Jo as 
to adapt it to the manners of the age^ and from an 
endeavour to plea Je^ quite- ruined a mafier- piece in its 
kind. Since his time, the Drama is become more re^ 
gular^ tbf audience more difficult to be pleafed^ and 
writers more correS and lejs bold. Perhaps Mr. de 
Voltaire's aflertion, that Mr. Addifon was the firft 
Englijh writer, who compofed a regular Tragedy, will 
admit of fome doubt ; hncc Mr. Otway's and Mr. 
Rowe's Tragedies, and Mr. Congreve's Mourning-Bride 
are generally conlidcied by the critics not only as 
elegant, but ^Ifo as regular performances,, tho* they 
were written before Mr. Addifon's Cato, 

The ingenious Mr. de Voltaire having cenfured fa . 
much the love-plot in Cato, we fhall now give the 
very oppofite opinion of a very celebrated writer (49). 
In our degenerate age, fays he, the Poet muft have 
more than ordinary skill to raife the admiration of 
the audience fo high, in the great and public 
parts of his Drama, to make a loofe people attend 
to a paflion which they never, or that they very 
faintly, felt in their own bofoms. That perfect 
piece, called Cato, which has done fo great honour 
to our nation and language, excells as much in> the 
pajjions of its lovers, as in the fublime fentiments 
of its Hero; their generous love, which is more 
heroic than any concern in the chief charadlers of 
mofl Drama's, makes but fubordinatc charadlers in 
this." . . Sir Richard gives an inftance of the hero- 
ifm in this love-plot, in the noble anfwer which Juba 
snakes to Marcia's reproof for entertaining her with 
his paffion at a junAure when the common caufe 
fliould take place of all other thoughts. Juba's words 
begin thus : 

Thy reproofs are jujl 
Thou virtuous maid ; Vll haften to my troops ^c. 

(49^ Sir Richard Steele in the Lovtr, p. »8. London printed 
for J. Tonfon 17 1 5, la©. ^ 
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The learned Dr. Fiddes ccnfurcs the two following 
lines in this Tragedy. The verfes are thefc ; 

Injpigbt of all the virtues we tan boafi^ 
A tooman that deliberates is lofi. 
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I do not know, fays theDoftor (50), whether this 
. be any great compliment to the Ladies. We grant 
' it is rpoken by a Heaihen Lady ; but it is by one 
" that makes profeflion of a rigid and ftrid virtue, 
** to which regard ought always to be had, before a 
** Christian auditory. Yet why fhould it happen 
*' that a woman muft fall whenever fhe happens to 
•* make a falfe ftep ? Why fhould we not allow the 
•' other fex a liberty of mind, wherein the great tri- 
'^ umph of virtue coniids, to refill an inclination 
•* they might at firft have indifcreetly entertained ? 
** Tho' were the words jo be underftood only as a 
** caution to the Ladic?, againft all indecent or irre- 
•* gular advances upon the firft motions of love, the- 
•' author's deiign had been very juft ; but then lie 
** ought to have fpoken it to them as a caution, and 
" not in terms fo general as appear to turn it into 
** a reflexion." However in our opinion the Poet 
put thofc words into Marcia's mouth as a caution 
to her fex, to prevent their falling into temptati- 
ons of any kind, by fuggefting that the leaft ap- 
proach to them is fatal. We £nd the following 
charaftefs of the lovers in Cato{^i). "Thefe, fays the 
author, " are more warm though more difcreet than 
" ever. yet appeared on the flage, have a conftant 
*' fenfe of the great cataftrophe which was expcdled 
«• from the approach of Cxfar. But to fee the mo- 

(50) . In his Prcfetoty Epiftle concerning fome remarks to be 
publiihed on Homer's I/iad, gccafioned by the gropofals of Mr* 
Pope towards a new Englifh verfion of that Poem. To the Rcv«* 
Dean Swift. By Richard Fiddqs, p. loi, ibi. London printed 
for J. Wyat, 1 7 14, 1 20. 

(51) Guardian, K* 33- London printed for J. Tonfon 1714, 

12". 
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upon Cato [Z]. Mr. Addifon had a dc- 

fign 

" dcdy of a Heroine, whofe country and family were 
** at that time in the moft imminent danger prcfcrv'd, 
*' while (he breaks out into the moft fond and open 
" exprcffions of her paffion for ber lover, is an in- 
" fiance of no common addrefs, 

[ Z ] Mr. Dennis wrote a tritidfm on Mr, AdM' 
fon^s Cato.'] This was a Pamphlet, the defign of which 
was to fliew (to ufe the critick's own words) " the ab- 
"'* furd condiidl of the Tragedy of Catoi* and was 
printed by Bernard Lintotti 6ttt Mr. Dennis obfery- 
ing, " that the numerous idolizers of that Tragedy, 
*^ whofe unparallePd zeal .was .t^e child of their un- 
" paralleled ignorance, haviijg "(hekered thcmfclvcs 
** under the bjeauty of the fcntiments of. that Poem ;'* 
.(52) he thereupon had afterwards writ two long let- 
ters to a Gentleman, wherein he endeavoured to 
fiiew, " that the fcntiments of Cato^were as incon- 
*'* gfuous as the conduft (53) ;" biit that afterwards 
having been deprived of the copy of thofe letters by a 
poor artifice, gs the Gentleman .l».d b<;«p pf the 
originals, he would, epdes^vour (o recolJe£l as man/ 
of thofe remarks as he could ; and theie he work'd 
up into.feven letters, foA>e, particulars of which we 
ihall now take notice of. Mr. Dennis after making 
,an apology to his carcefpondent, by deflring hini 
** not to expefl any thing of that Jittle force and that 
** little grace of expreffion which they (his remarks) 
** might have in the two fore-mentipncd letters, "(54) 
{Proceeds to his cricicifm, thefirflof which is a query, 
** Whether the exclaiming againft the Pbarfalia fo of- 
** ten in Cato^ two years after the battle had heen 
*' fought in a different and diftant part of the world, 
** and but two days after the battle of Thapfus, 

(52) Original Lettert, Familiar, Moral and Critical, by Mr* 
Dennis. Vol. II. p. 303. London printed for W-Mears, 1721, 8o« 

(53) Idcro,ibidt (54) Idem, 304. 
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fign to write another Tragedy upon the 

death 




** which was fought at the very gates of Utiea, aifd 
by the lofs of which the prefcnt danger of th« 
people in Utica was occafioned, is not as abfurd as 
It would have been ixi the Marfhal de Villeroy tf> 
have cried out after the defeat at Ramelies, Bleif- 
•' heim, Blenheim, oh Blenheim T . . But the critic 
feems to have anfwersd this, tho* he will not alloW 
jt, by an obje£lion he himfelf flarts, viz. That ihe 
defeat at Pharfalijl deftroyed the flower of the Repub- 
lican Army (55). He indeed obferves a little lower, 
" that as great paffion is occafioned by great furprize, 
** it always dwells upon the laft difaftcr.'* But why 
may it not refle£t back upon the original caufe of 
difaflers be they ever fo many, when it is to them 
' that all the fucceeding ones are owing ? Mr. Den- 
mi in his fecond letter, among other particular^, 
cenfures the following from the fpecch of Scinprc^ 
miuC to Fortius; 

Good marrow. Fortius ! hi us once emhracff 
Ome mon embrace i tohilfi jet we both are free. 

Now are not thefe formal embraces, fays our Critic^ 
between two people who faw one another every hour, 
fomething upon the comi^ue (56) ? But this may be 
ianfwered by another queftion, What can be more na- 
tural than for two mends who expedl every inftant 
to be enflaved, and poffibly will never fee one another 
more, to embrace in the tendered manner? Mr. 
Dennis goes on to obferve, ** that this mock Senate 
•• (at Utica) in burlefquc, was couipo(cd of a parcel of 
** JcQundrehy who had never fecn Pharfalia (57).*' 
*If any one (hould ask the critic how he knows' 
them to have been facb fcoundrels ; his ^nfwer is, 

(55^ Idem, ibid. p. 305. (56) Mem, pag. ^07* 

(57) ^em* W' 3<>«. . 

" Can 


** Can any one believe, that if thfy had been 
** of real feoatorial rank, Caefar would have ufcd 
" them as he did, who hanged up as many of 
** them as fell into his hands ?" Admira^jle I The third 
letter begins with cenfurlng what Syphax tells Sem- 
pronius in thefe words, 

Sy ph. SempronittSf all is ready ; 

Tve founded my Ifumidiavs man ky man. 
And find them ripe far a revolt* 
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Now Where's the policy, fays the critic, or the pru* 
*' dence of founding them man by man \ The common 
•* foldiers obey their Commanders, and it is danger- 
•* pus to truft a confpiracy with too many (58)?" 
This reflexion f^ems juft. Then after cenfuring fc- 
veral other paflages, he proceeds to the fourth letter* 
which is a critique on the fcene between Juba and 
Syphax. This fcene Mr. Dennis declares, •* tho' it 
•* was fo extravagantly commended, is one grofs 
•* fault; that Syphax is veryjnuch.in the wrong in 
•* his invedlives againft the Romans ; and that 'Juba 
•* is more in the wrong in l\is defence of them (59)." 
He concludes his general invedive againft .this fcene 
with thcfe words, " What (hall we fay of the tafle 
** and judgment of its admirers, fliall we forbear to 
** cry out with indignation, ^antum eft in rebus in- 
•* ane ?^ He then cites fome part of that fcene, 
which is fo beautiful that a reader of talle cannot 
forbear admiring the taftc of the critic. ' To give 
one inftance of this, in his animadvcrfion oh the fol- 
lowing fpeech which Juba makes to Syphax who had 
applauded the military excellencies of the Nuinidians. 

Juba. ^hefe all are virtues of a meaner rank ; ' 
PerfeSiions that are placed in bones and nerves^ 
A Roman foul is bent on higher views : 
To civilize the rude, unpoUfh^d worlds ' 

(58) Idcni, pag. 401, which fliould be 311. (59) Pag. 317. 
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Jlni lay it under tbi nfirdint of laws ; 
Tc make man mild and fociable t9 mani 
Tfi'cnltivate the wild^ lUentious favage ; 
IVith wijdom^ difcipRnit and liberal arts ; 
n^ embilHJbments of life : Virtues like nefi^ 
Make human nature Jhine^ reform the foul^ 
And break eur fierce Barbarians inte man. 

Here Mr. Dennis, inftead of admiring the beauty of 
the fentiment and the dignity of the expreffion, 
breaks out into this exclamation : ^ Now, Sir, are 
^* you able without a juil indignation to behold ia 
*' Tuba this bafe admiration of a nation^ which in 
*' itsprogrefs to univerfal Monarchy endeavoured to 
*< enuave the very Kings of Africa (60) ?*^ But does 
not the excellent author himfelf invalidate this En- 
comium by the following lines which Syphax is 
fuppofed to fpeak on this occaiion ; and, which is 
pleafant enough, the critic himfelf has quoted ; 

Syph, Patience Idnd heavens t -^•Excufe an oldmatCs 

warmth^ 
What are thefe toond*rous civilizing arts^ 
This Roman polijht and this fmooth, behaviour^ 
That render man thus trait able and tamt T 
Are they not only to difguife our pajfftons^ 
' To fet our looks at variance with our thoughts^ 
To check the ft art and [allies of the foulf 
And break off all its commerce with the tongue i 
Infl?ortf to change us into other creatures^ 
Than what our nature and the Gods defign'd us* 

How nobly this fpeech ends f But the Critic, inflead 
of admiring ir, makes the following refledlion. " Here 
** are not above two or three of the fentiments which 
*' are foand in Salluft, whereas that admirable Hiflo- 
^* rian employs whole pages in defcribing the prodi- 
^otts corraption of the Roman manners (61).'* 

(60) Idea); pa;. 322* (61} Jd^m, pag. 323. 
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So that Mr. Addifon fliould have employed as many 
pages on this occafion as Sallufl does, and then 
he would have fpun out his Tragedy to a very deceqt 
length. The fifth letter is a continuation of the re-' 
marks on this fcene between Syphax and Juba. Here 
the critic, after defcending to particulars, declares 
that '* Juba is a charadler that is not only fhocking 
*' and contemptible to men of fenfe/* (he had before 
called this Numidian Prince a Tounker and a Milk-fip) 
*' at the fame time that the author endeavours to 
" render him eftimable and aereeable, but he if 
** ihocking and contemptible by the vtry fame 
** qtialities by which the author endeavours to 
'' render him eftimable and agreeable ; and thefe are 
"^his efteem and admiration of the Romans. For 
'* in admiring the Romans who were his contempo- 
" raries, he not only admired the moft profligately 
" wicked of all nations - but a nation -—who were 
** about to ruin and enilave Numidia (62).** Mr. 
Dennis is ftrangely angry with all the Romans in 
general, for a little after' be calls them, *' The ac- 
^ curfed plagues of human race.'*(But we muft fuppofie 
that Juba fpeaks of the virtuous Romans who were 
fhttt up in Utica.) The fizth letter is levelled at the 
firil fcene of the fecond A6t, which exhibits' the 
Senate aiTembled ; and to know whether it deferve» 
the applaufe which k at firft met with from the rea- 
ders and fpe6lators. Mr. Dennis confiders^ ift, the de- 
fign with which Cato, who prefides over the aflem* 
bly, fummoned it ; 2dl)r, the manner of fpeaking in 
it; andlaiUy, the fpeeches themfelves (65}. He ob- 
ferves on the fecond head, that *' as foon as Cato 
** propofes the btlfinefs of peace or war, Sempronius 
*< rifes, and declares for the latter ; when Cato im- 
*• mediately contradidls him without ftaying to fee,, if 
** the reft of the Senators wfcre of his opinion (64)." 
^s, our critic obferves, ** is contrary to the me- 

(61) Mem, pag. 331, 33a* (63} P. ^3^- 

(64) Idem, 337- 

^ I *' thods 
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** thods of all Councils, either thob of Parnaflhs or 
^ thofe of the world, becaufe fuch a proceeding is 
** not confonant to reafon, nor to the defign of con- 
" veiung fuch afTemblies (6^),^^ This undoubtedly 
ought to be the method of all Councils, but that it 
is not fOf is plain from Hiftory, if not in the Coun- 
cils of Parnamis, (to purfue the critick's divifion,) at 
leaft in thofe of the world. Mr. Dennis then pro- 
ceeds to the third head, (the fpeeches,) and begii)» 
with that of Cato, 

Falbtrs toe ortee again are met in council, 
Cajafi approach has ftfmmon^d us together &c. 

This fpeech which Mr. Dennis afterwards calls m 
hlejfed Harangue^ he fays (66), ** he will begin to eka- 
** mine by the taili for that^ it is not till the four laft 
^' lines that Cato puts the queflion to this mockfenattt 
•' whether they were for peace or war," which, he ob- 
ferves, is putting a wrong queftion (67). The firft 
fix lines pf the fpeech of Lucius (who by the way 
he calls a fool) he declares r^xr/^i/y but a tneer foetid 
ul fiourijb (68} > but we iball give them here 

.Lucius. Jld^f thought St Imufi confefs^ are turned ote 

peace. 
Already have our quarrels fill* d the world 
With widows and with orphans. Scytbi9 

mourns 
Our guilty wars, and earth* s remoteft regions 
Lie bn If unpeopled by tbefeu/s of Rome : 
*fis time to Jbeathe the fword, and ffan 

mankind. 

This furely is the firft time that ever fuch noble re- 
flexions dropt from a fool's mouth. But the critic 
fcems to be exafperated a^ainft the whole Senate at 

(65) Idem, ibid. (66) Idem, pag.. 339, 

(67) idem, ibid, i (68) Kid, pag. 344. 
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death of Socrates lAA]. At the latter 

end 

Utica. In hi$ feventh and laft letter, where he again 
attacks Juba, (who is theobjeA of his firongcfl re- 
fentment) he cen Aires the following words, which 
Cato is fuppofed to fpeak, after hearing of Deciu>> 
Caefar^s £mbaflador : 

His (Casfjr's) tafes fir lAi ari infoknt anJvatn: 
Prefiitnptuous man ! The Gods take care of Cato. 
Would defarjbezo the great ne ft of bis foul T 
Bid him employ bis care for tbeje my friends. 
And make good ufe of' bis iil-gotten pototr^ 
Byjbelfrittg men mucb better tban bimjelf 

•* Which is as much as to^fay, fays Mr. Dennis, Caefir 
•* fhews infolence and vanity in taking care of roe'f 
*' but he would fiiew the greatnefs of his foul in tak- 

'** iog care of.thtfcfcoitndrels here about me, who arc 
*' aa much better than him, as I am better than they 
'* are." Now obferve the inference. " Is hot this, 
fays he, *< to fay in plain Bnglifh, as long as the Gods 

I*' take care of me, let the Devil take care of my 
" friends here : For has not he painted Caefar, but 
** fix lines before this, as black as any modern can 
•* paint the Devil (69) ?" So far our polite critic. We 
ihoutd have taken notice of the Pamphlet, in which 
he cenfures the conduA of the Tragedy of Cato be- 
fore we came to the Letten we have now animad- 
verted upon ; but as thefe fell firft under our hands, 
and we have made fuch large eztradls from them, 
we are perfuaded that our readers will, for their own 
fakes, ezcufe us from proceeding ^ny farther with Mr. 
Dennises critique, 

{Ajf] jinotber Tragedy upon tbe Deatb of Socrates!] 
** However unpromifing, fays Mr. Tickell, that fub- 
;* je£l may appear, it would be prefamptuo^8 to 

(69) Idem, paij. 355, 35^ . 
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end of Queen Anne's reign, when the Mi- 
niftry was changed, and he had no expec- 
tation of any further employment, he re- 
folved to oompofe an £ngU(h Di<£lionary, 
which he thought was extremely wanted 
in our language. And as he defigned the 
firft volume of Archbifhop Tillotfon's Ser- 
mons, publifhed by himfelf, as the chief 
ftandard, he adbually marked the particu- 
lar phrafcs, after the manner of the Dic- 
tionary della Crufca. But being foon after 
brought again into employment, that no- 
ble project was entirely laid afide. After 
the death of Queen Anne he was made 
.Secretary to the Lords Juftices j and when 
^the Earl of Sunderland was conftitixted 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland in September 
1 7 14, \it became a fecond time Secretary 
for thfi\affairs of that kingdom i and was 

made, 

*' ceftfttfse his choice, who was tofkmor» ibr raifing 

'-*' the DobleO: plants from the moft barMn foil. It 

•■•* ferves to ihew» that he thought the whole labour 

'' of Aioh performance unworthy to be thrown 

'** away opon thofe Intrigues and adventures, to 

;** which the Romantic tafte has confined modern 

•* Tragedy ; and after the example of his prcdecef* 

" fors in Greece, would have employed the Drama 

•* to wear out of our minds every thing that is mean 

or little ; to cberijh and cultivate that humanity 

which is the ornament of our nature ; to fiften in* 

** folence^ to footb affiiSion^ and to Juhdue our minds 

^ to the di/fenfations of providence (70)." 

(70) Sj^&ator N. 29« 
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niade one of the Lords Commiffloners of 
Trade, a little after the abovemencioned ' 
Earl had refigned the poft of Lord Lieu- 
tenant. Mr. Budgell gives us an accouhc 
(j) of a converfation between the late Lord 
Halifax and Mr. Addifon, at which him- 
fclf was prefent. This happened a little 
before they went to wait upon the late 
King George I. at Greenwich at his firftr' 
landing after his acceflion to the throne. 
The Lord Halifax told them, that he ex- 
pefted the White-Staff, and intended, as ^ 
foon as he had got it, to recommend Mr. 
Addifon to the King for one of the Se- 
cretaries of State. *' Mr. Addifon, I be- 
*« lieve, fays Mr. Budgell, very fincerely 
" told his Lordfhip, that he did not aim 
*« at fo high a polt, and defired him to - 
« remember he was not a fpeaker in the 
" Houfe of Commons. Lord Halifax brifk- 
*« ly vt^Wtd^ ComCy prithee Addifon^ no un- 
*' feafonable modejly* 1 made thee Secretary 
" to the Regency with this very view. Thou ' 
*« haft now the beft right of any man in 
" England to be Secretary of State ^. ^ay^ it 
** wiU be a fort of dif placing thee not to 
' * make thee fo. If thou couldft but get over 
'* that filly fheepifhnefs of thine ^ that makes 
** thee fit in the houfe ^ and bear a fellow 
^\ prate for half an hour together^ who has* 

(j) Letter to Clemenei Ki/ig of Sparta, p. apy. 

« not 
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«* not a tenth part of thy goodfenfi ; IJbouli 
*' be glad to Jee it i hutftnce I believe tbat*s 
** impojfible^ we muji. contrive as well as we 
*' can. ^hy pen has already been an honour 
** to thy country^ and I dare fay will be a 
** credit to thy King** Mrs* Manley was 
very angry with Mr, Addifon, for leaving 
the Mules, and devoting himfelf to bufi- 
nefs [iSiSJ, though Ihe gives htm the higheft: 

cnco- 

[55] Mrs. Manley is very angry — with Mr. Ad' 
dijjnfor bis leaving the tnufes {jfr] •* I (fays that 
*• Lady) who can't be properly nam'd a Judge of the 
** Greek, yet find fuch enchantment in Maro's (a 
tiame under which (he (hadowed Mr. Addifon) 
<* llrains, that feeling how I myfelf, a foreigner, am 
« ravifhed, mud thence conclude his better judges 
«« the Grecians entrnnc'd by him. I could not be- 
«< hold him in (7 1 ) Sergius's gallery without fome« 
«* thing of an ejaculation, an oblation due to Maro's 
«* fhrine from ail that can read him. O pity f that 
•* politicks and fordid intereft (hould have carried him 
•< out of the road of Helicon ; fnatch'd him from 
/' the embraces of the Mufes, to throw him into an 
<* old withered artificial Statefman*8 arms ! Why did 
*• he prefer gain to glory ? Why chufe to be an idle 
«« fpedlator, rather than a celebrater of thofe adlions 
<* he foviret' knows how to define and adorn ? Vir* 
«« gil himfelf, nor Virgil's greater Maftcr Homer, 
•( could not boail of finer qualifications than Maro ; 
<* Maro ! who alone of all the Poets truly infpired, 
** could ceafe to be himfelf j could degenerate his 
*' Godlike foul, and proflitute that inborn genius, 
^' ^ thofe noble accomplifhments of lus> for gold ; 

(71} The late Lord Halifax* 

" could 


encomiums at the fame time, as appears 
from the fequel to her Atalantis (chat in- 
genious detail of police fcandal). The 
Freeholder was undertaken at the time when 
the rebellion broke out in Scotland [CC]. 

The 

" could turn away his eyes from the delicious gar- 
** dens of Parnaflbs, of which he was already in pof- 
" feilion, to tread the wandring maze of bufinefs. 
" Farewell Maro ; till you abandon your artificial 
** Patron, fame raufl abandon you (72)." Very pof- 
fibly this Lady who thus ccnfures our cxcel-ent au- 
thor for engaging in poliiickf, would have applaudcj. 
him had he gone over to that fide of which (he was 
an avowM partizan. From this circumftance and the 
liberty fhe takes to cenfurc any perfon right or 
Wrong throughout her whole work, we believe this 
accufation will be found to have very little weight. 
Applaiife is too thin a diet for man to fubfifl upon, 
therefore every writer who has no fortune of his 
own, would be to blame ihould he refufe any ad., 
vantageous offers which are made him by a miniftry, 
when they arc not inconfiftent with the laws of jufcicc' 
and honour. 

[CC] When the rebellion broke out in Scotland.] 
The reafon of his affuming that title, was, as he in- 
forms us {'J})^ becaufe the arguments of an author 
lofe a great' deal of weight, when we are perfuadcd^ 
that he only turtles for argument's fake, and has no 
realconcern in the caufe, tvhich he efpoufes, ** This, 
" J^y^ ^^1 ^5 the cafe of one, who draws his pen in 
** defence of property,^ without having any j except^ 
" perhaps in the copy of a libel or a ballad. One 

♦ 

(72) l^molrs of Europe towards the chfe of the eighth Ctntury, 
Vol. II. 'written by Eginardus See* p. 153. London, printed for John 
Aicrphew 1716, 8vo. 

(73) Freebcidfr, No L- Dec. a.j, 1715. 
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The fcheme for the Treatife upm the Cbri - 
ftiaft Religion was formed, as Mr. Tickcll 
tells us, about the end of the late Queen's 
jreign, at which time be had carefully per* 
ufed the antient writings, which fumt& 

the 


'• is apt to fufpef^, that the paflion for liberty^ 
" which appcys in a Grub- ftrcct Patriot, arlfes only 
** from his apprchctiGons of a goal ; aod that, vvhat- 
*• ever he may pretend, he does not write to fe- 
" cure, but to get fomcthing of his owa. Should 
*' the Government be overturned, he has nothing to 
** lofe but an old Ilandiih. I queftion, continues Jte, 
** but the reader will conceive a refpeft for the au- 
** thor of this paper from the title of it ; fince he 
** may be fure, I am fo coniiderable a man, that I 
** cannot have lefs than forty fliillings a year. I 
*' have rather chofen this tide than any other, be* 
** caufe it is what I moft glory in, and what moft" 
** effedlually calls to my mind the happlnefs of that 
** Government, under which I live." He ,tell^ us 
afterwards, that it fliall b'e bis bnfinefs more ivime- 
diately to confult the happiTiefs of the nge in which 
he lives, "And fince, fay.s hcj fo many profligate 
^« writers have endeavoured to varnifh a b.id- caufe, 
«* I fliall do all in my power to recommend a good 
«* one, which indeed requires no more than barely 
«* to explain what it is. While many of my gallant 
•* countrymen are employed in purfuing rebels half 
** difcomfitcd thro* the confcioufnefs of their guilt, 
« I flull labour to improve ihofe vidlories to the 
«* good of my fellow- fubje^lsj by carrying on their 
** fucccfTcs over the minds* of men, iand by- recon- 
*« ciling them to the caufe of their King, their 
" country, and their religion. To this end I ffiall 
** in the courfe of this p.iper (to be publifhed every 
••* Mond.iy and Friday) endeavour, to open the eyes 

'» of 
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the materials for it. His contlnaal em- 
ployment ia bufinefs. prevented him from 
executing it, till he rcfigned his poft of 
Secretary of State; and his death put |a 

period. 

•* of my countrymen to their own intercft, to fliew 
" them the privileges of an Englifh Free-holder 
" which they enjoy in common with myfelf, and 
•» to make them fenfible how thcfe blefiings are fe- 
" cored to us by his Majeily'* title, his adminiftra- 
tion dod his perfoaal chamber. 1 have only one 
requcft to make to my reader*, that they will per- 
iife thefe papers with the fame candor and impar- 
tialHy, in which they are written ; and (hall hope 
Ion no other prepofleffion in favour of them, than 
" what one would think fliould be natural to every 
" man, a deiire to be happy, and a good will to- 
'* wards thofe, who are the inftruments of making 
•• them fo.** At the conclaiion of this work he tells 
tts (74), tlwt be en^eimovrtd to make every paper a 
diflin^ EJfay upon fme pMrfkuiar fuhjeS^ without 
deviating info points foreign to the tenor of eaeh 
difiourfe, ** Tncy arc indeed, fays he, moft of thcmi 
** Eflays upon Government, but with a view to the 
* prcfcnt fituation of affairs in Great Britain ; fo that 
** if they have the good fortune to live longer than 
** works of this nature generally do, future reade«a 
** may fee in them the complexion of the times, 
** in which they were written. , . A's to the rcafon* 
** ings in thefe fcvcral papers, f muft leave them to 
** the judgment of others. I have taken particular 
** care, that they fhould be conformable to our con- 
** ftitution, and free from that mixture of violence 
" and paffion, which fo often creeps into the work* 
^ of political writers. A good caufe doth not want 
** any brttemefs to fupport it, as a bad one cannot 

(74) N. 55. Juneft9, 1716. 
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period to ir, when he had imperfedly per- 
formed only half of the defign ; he having 
propofed, as appears from the introducti- 
on, to add the Jewilh to the Heathen te- 
flimonies, for the truth of the Chriftian 
Hiitory. He was more affiduousthan his 
"health would well allow in the purfuit of 
this work > and had long determined to 
dedicate his Poetry alfo for the future 
wholly to religious fubjefts. We are cre- 
dibly informed that he defigned to give a 
paraphraftic verfion in Englifh of a large 
number of David's Pfalms. Our author 
was raifcd to the poll of Secretary of State 

in 


" fubfift without it. It is indeed obfervable, that an 
*^ author 15 fcurrilous in proportion as heisduU ; and 
'' Teems rather to be in a paiHon, bccaufe he can- 
^' not £nd out what to hy for his own opinion^ 
th«in becaufe he ha^ difcovered any peniicious ab- 
furdities in that of his antagonists. A man fatiriz- 
ed by writers of ;hi$ clafs, is like one burnt in the 
hand with a cold iron. There may be ignomini- 
ous terms and words of infapiy in the fl:amp>, 
but they leave no impreffion behind them." ^He. 
then tells us, that as for tbofs papers of a gayer^ 
turn, the reader tviil of himjelf conftder how re qui-' 
fte they are to gain and keep up an audience to mat- 
ters of this nature ; and will perhaps be the more 
indulgent to them^ if he obferves^ that they are none* 
(f them without a morale nor contain any thing but 
what is confiftent with decency ,and good manners. 
" It is obvious, fayi he^ that the defign of the 
" whole work has been to U^t the people's minds 
^* from thofc prejudices conveyed into them by the 

" cnemie* 
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in April 1717^ foon aft^r which ^h^ found 
his health impaired by the return of that 
afthmacic iftdlfpofuion^ vrhich continued 
often 16 ^fflid him during his exercife of 
that employment, and at laft obliged him 
to refign it. His freedocti from this anx- 
iety fo fir re-cftabliihed his health, that 
hi& friends began to hope he inight laft for 

many 
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enemies of the prefent eftabHfiimeat' againd tha 
King and Royal Family, by opening and explain- 
ing their real charadlers ; to fet forth his Maje- 
fty*s proceedings, which have been grolly mifre- 
prefented, in a fiiir and impartial light ; to fhew 
the reafonablenefs and nccefliiy of our oppoiing the 
** Pretender to hi^ daminions, if we have any regard. 
*' to our religion and liberties ; in a word, to in- 
•' cline the minds of the people to the dcfire and 
** enjoyment of their own happinefs.** But let us 
fee the judgment of a foreign writer upon this 
work (75). ** The defign of the author or authors 
•* is to (hew th.it fort of people [i. e. the Freeholders of 
•' Great Britain] thiir true intereft, and the conduct, 
" which it is their intereft to obfcrve, in the fitua- 
" tion in which th(iir country \s at prefent. He 
** does this in an eafy and infinuating ftyle, and 
" .he very often joins to the ftrongeft reafoninj; all 
" the agreeable drefs, that can recommend the light- 
eft fubjeft. It. is faid, that the Public is obliged 
to Mr. Addifon and Mr. Philips for this excellent 
piece, which is publifhed on Mondays and Fri- 
days." This- author fecms to be miflaken in afciib- 
ing fomc of thefe papers to Mr. Philips, fince Mr. 
Tickeli ' afcHbes the whole tp^ Mr. Addifon ; and 
'the ftyle and manner of writing, which run thro' 
it without any variation, fhew it to be his. 

ij^) Journal Litsraire 1716, torn. 8. part i« p. Z09,, 
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many years*, but a long and painful relapfe 
into an afthma and dropfy deprived the 
world of this eminent man ac Holland 
Houfe near. Kenfmgton, on the 17th of 
June 1 7 19. He left behind him only- 
one daughter by the Countefs of War- 
wick and Holland, to whom he was mar- 
ried in 1 7 16 (r), A fecond edition of his 
Comedy called ^be Drummer^ or the Haunt- 
ed Houfe^ has been published fince his 
death fay Sir Richard Steele [D2)J. This 

CrJ Mr. Tickell in his Life of Mr, Addifon. 

[DD] AJicand i4ition of bis m^ Drummbr mmm has- 

iedt publifhed fince his death by Sir Richard Steele.^ 

The fa^ edition of this Comedy had been publifhed 

by him without the author's name, with a Preface, 

in which he informed the world, that " it had been 

" fome years in the hands of the author j and fal- 

" ling under my perufil, fays he, I thoaght fo well 

" of it. that I peffuadcd him to make fome additi- 

" ons -ind alterations to it, and let it appear upon the 

•* Ibge. I own I was very highly pleafed with it, 

•• and lik'd it the be«er,iorjhe want of thofe Iludied 

" fimiles and rcpirtces, which we, who have writ^ 

•' before him, have thrown into our Plays, to in-. 

. '* dulgc and gain upon a falCc tafte, that has prevailed 

<* for many years in the Briiifh Theatre. 1 believe 

** the author would have conojefcendcd to fall into 

** this way a little more than he has, had hie before 

** the writing of it been often prefent at theatrical 

" reprefentations. I was confirnted in niy thoughts 

" of the Play, by the opinion of better judges, to 

" whom it was communicated, who obferved that 

^* the fcenes were drawn after Molicre's manner, and 

'« that 


[9^ I 

play, chough it has all the marks of ir9 
author's genius, had yet not the good for- 
tune 

" that an eafy and natural vein of humour ran thro* 
" the whole. I do not queftion but the reader will 
** difcover this, and fee many beauties that efcaped 
" the audience j the touches being too delicate for ' 
" <;vcry tafte in a popular afTembly. My brother* 
" Iharers were of opinion, at the firft reading of it^ 
'* that it was like a picture, in which the ftroke» 
" were not flrong enough to appear at a diftance, 
" As it is not in the common way of writing, the 
" approbation was at firll douhtfuly but has rifen 
" every time it has been a^cd, and has given an op- 
" portunity in feveral of its parts for as juft and good 
" adlicn as ever I faw on the ftage." 

But as this Comedy was omitted by Mr. Tickell in 
his edition of Mr. Addifon's works. Sir Richard 
Steele thought proper to publifti a fecond edition of 
it, with an Epiftle dedicatory to Mr. Congreve, con- 
taining fomc animadverfions upon Mr. TickeU's Pre- 
face. He tells us there (76), that it was he, wh at 
Jirfi recQtnmenitd that Flay to the ft age y and carried it 
to the preff ; the copy of which, as he inform* ut 
before (77), .was fold to the Bookfcllcr for ^^ty ' gui- 
neas. He ther\ proceeds in this manner. ** No 
" one, wh«( reads the Preface which I pub* 
" lifted: with it,, will imagine I could be induced 
" to f^y. fo much as I then did, had I not known 
•* the man I bed loved had had a part in it, or had I 
•' believed, that any other ccncerned had much mor« 
** to do than as an Amanuenfis. But indeed had I 
'* not k-nown at the tincie of. the tranfadion, concern- 
•■' ingi the.adiagon the ftage and fale of the cop)", 
•^ I SiouJd, I think, have feen Mr Addifon in every 
.** page of it ; for he was above all men in th4t ta* 

(76J p. 14. (77) Iti^* P- 4- 
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wne to rucceed upoa the ftage (s). The 
political difpotcs in the late Queen's reign 

engaged 

^ lent wt call HamoMr^ and <iijbyed it hi fuch per- 
•* fcdtion, that I have often refleded, after a Bight 
•^ fpent with him apart from all the world, that 1 
•* had had the pleafore of cotiverfing with an inti- 
•* mare acquaintance of Tereiure and Cat»llu», who 
«< had ail their wit and nature heightened with Ku- 
•< mdur, more exquifhe and dttightfiil thail wny 
(' other man ever pofieiTed. They who (hall read 
«* thii Play after being let into the f«cr«t thit it was 
•< written by Mr. Addison, or under his direftion^ 
«* Will probiably be attentive to thofe excellencies, 
«* whick they before overlooked, and wonder they 
<* did not till now obferve* that there is not an ex- 
^ preffion in the whole piece, which has not in it 
^ the mod nice ppopnety and apittuda M> thecha* 
* rafter, which atiers it ; there Is th^t fmiMng 
^< nvirth> that dericate Sdtire, and geofieel raillery, 
•* xvhich appeared in Mr. Addifon, when he was 
«* free among intimates; I fay, when he was 
<* free from his remarkable baibfulnefs, which is a 
<* cloak ttiat hides and muffles merk i and his abi- 
•« lities were covered only by modefty, 'Which dou- 
«< ble§ the beauties which are feen; and gives cre^ 
« die and «)ieem to all that are condealed. 

•* The J)rummerkmdt no great figure ort' tie ftage; 
<« tho' exquHitely well a^ed ; but whert I obferve 
** this, I fay a much harder thing of th!e Stage than 
•< of the Comedy. Wiven I fay the Stage iti 
** th4s place, I am underflood > to meatn} in gene- 
*' ral the prefcnt tafte of theaierical reprefenitations; 
f* where nothing that is not vident,- aiid,?al I ma'y 
** ^^Yf g'0% delightful, (^n come on' vii'thout iha- 
*^ zirdof^ being condemned or flighted;. I<c is_ l\erft 

(ij Sec the Note [BB'^ . . 
' * •• repub- 
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engaged him in a conteft with the inge- 
nious Mr. Prior, in which the latter was 
ireated with a peculiar feverity and con- 
tempt, not ufual in our author [EE], Wc 

have 

•* republifli'd and recommended as a clofet piece, 
" to recreate an intelligent mind in a vacant hour ; 
" for vacant the reader ma ft be from every ftrong 
*• prepoffcffion, in order to relifh an entertainment 
" l^uoJ nequeo m^nftrare & fentio tantum,) which 
" cannot be enjoyed to the degree it deferves, bot 
" by thofe of the moft polite tafte among Scholars, 
" the bed breeding among Gentlemen, and the leaft 
** acquainted with fenfual pleafures among Ladies/*^ 
As Mr. Addifon was not known to be the wrftcr of the 
Drummer at its firft reprefentation, it did not fucceed* 
tho' exhibited at Driirv-lahe houfe. But no fooner had 
Mr. Rich inforn»M the town by the Phy-bills, that' 
it was written by oxxt author, bat his theatre was 
crowded for a great many nights together, tho* it' 
had been but very thinly tenanted for fome years. • 
A proof ihatthe bulk of an audience are incompara- 
ble judges of the Drama. 

[£^] ' A tonteft wth the ingenious Mr, Prior^ ' 
in which the Utter tvas treated with a peculiar Se- 
verity and c^ntenpt-l In the ye;r 1710, Mr. Addi- 
fon wrote the paper called ihcffhig^ Examiner, the 
dcfign of which he tclfe us (78) was to cenfure' 
the writings 9/ Mers^ and to give all perfons a re* ' 
hearings who have fuffer^d under any unjuft fentence 
of the Examiner. " As that author has hitherto pro- 
" ceeded, fays he, his paper would have been more 
" properly en til led the Executioner i -^t leaft his 
" examination is like thj>t, which is made by the 
" rack and wheel. I have always admired a critic, 
*\ that has difcovered the beauties of an author, and 

(78) No I. 

" never 
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have a very keen reproof to Mr- Ad- 
difon, publi(hfd after bis death, and writ- 
ten by the gr«t Poet of die prefenC 
age [FF]. And thKjr^ is lil^cwife a cen- 

fure 

** never knew one, who made it his bufinefs to 
" laih the faults of other writers, that was &ot guil- 
** ty of greater himfelf ; as the hangman is generally 
" a worfe malefactor thnn the criminal, th^t fufFefs 
" by his hand." He then tells us, tliat ii>er€ isju<h a 
fiQckinjr familiarity both in bis railleries and 4ivi^ 
litiis, tbAt on^ caMMot l^ng bf in doubt tobfi is ibi- 
autbtr, *' The remainiog part of the Preface, foys 
bt, has fo much of the pedant, and fo little of the 
** conv«rfttlon of men in it, that I ihaJl pafs it ovei^ 
'* • • Before I take my farewell of this fubje^, 1 (hall 
'^ j^vife the author for the fiuure to fpeak his mcan- 

" :r-2 «.crc ?b»ajj; I aWow he bf» a happy tsi*. 

**- lent at Doggref* when he writes upon a know it 
**' fc^^ s where ht telle uft im plain ititdHgible 
knguage, how Syrifca^a ladle was loR in one hole^ 
Sec. he is lery jocular and diverting ; bat when 
he wraps a lampoon in a riddle, he ainft confider 
that hU jejft !• klft to every one, bat the few 
merry wags, that are in the fecret . . The next 
** criitci^hd upon the ftara feems introduced for no 
*^ other reaibn but to mention Mr. Btckerftaft^ whom 
*^ the author crtry where endeavours to imitate and 
'' abiife. But I ihaU refer the Examiner to the 
'* frog*f advice to her little one, that was blowing 
" itfelf ap to the fize of an ox ; 
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N0n fi ti rupeH^, inquit. 


\fF\ Writun hy tbegnat Poet of tbefrefeut ags.] 
The reproof (in which feveral writers had before 
been cenfur'd), goes on thus. 

Peace 
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ure paflfej upon his ftyie ay anofticr 

Poet^ 

Peace to all fit cb! but were there one, wbefe fires 
Apolh'hndkit and fair Fame infpiresy 
Bkft with tacb tnlent^ and each art topleafe 
And bafn to torttt^ eonverfg^ and Uvetoitb eafe ; 
^bouid fiith a maVy too fond to rule alone ^ 
Bear, like tbeT^urh no brother rtear the nronei 
View him with fco^nfuls jit untb fearful eyes ^ 
And' hate for arts that caas'd hivifrlf to rife ; 
Da\nn with flint praife^ ^Jent zoitb ciifil leer^ 
And xoitbvut fneering, te^acb the reft to fine er ; 
Wifhivg to zoound,, astd f et. afraid to ft rike^ 
J/ift hint a fault, and h^fitate difiikei 
jilike re§ervd to bimne, or to commend^ 
A tinCr&us foe, and 'a fu/picious friend, 
X>reading ev^n fools, by flatterers befieg^d. 
And fo obliging thai be ne^er obligd': 
Who, if two wits on rival Themes conieft. 
Approves of each, but liies theworft the beft % 
Like Cato gives his little Senate laws, 
And fits attentive to bis own applaufe ; 
While fVits and Templers ev*ry jfentence raife, 
A/id wonder with a fooHfl? face of praife, 
What pity, heaven ! if fuch a mm there be : 
Who would not weep, if A« \ ^ n were he ? ^ 

Mr. Pope has been charged with ingratitude towards* 
Mr. Addifon in very fevere terms upon account of thefc' 
verfes; who, it was urged, had raifed him from obfiurity^ 
obtained him the acquaintance and friendfl)ip of the 
whole body of our nobility, and transferred his 
powerful interefts with thofe great men to this rrfing 
Bard, who freqwentlf levied by that means unufual 
contributions on the Public. No foaner was bis body' 

• Mrfcel/anieSf by Dr. Swift and A. Pope Elq; the laft volume, 
p. 219, 220. printed for B> Motte, 1731, ii". 
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Poet, Mr. . Wclfted. [GG]. Hawcver, in 
regard to this great man's memory, to 

whom 

Itfehfs, but this author^ revwing his refentmtnt^ Ji- 
beird 4he memory of bis departed friend ; and zobat 
tvas ftili more heinous^ made the fcandal public. This 
was the charge again ft Mr. Pope in one of the pub- 
lic- papers (79). In anfwer to which the author of 
tlie Prolegomena to the Duntiad (80) cxpreffci him- 
felf in the ftrong, and at the fanie time, humorous 
manner following. " Grievous the accufation ! un- 
known the accufer f the perfon accufed no wit- 
nels in bis own caufe ! the perfon in whofe re- 
gard accufed, dead I But if there be living any 
one Nobleman, whofe fricndftiip, yea any one 
Gentleman, whofe fubfcription Mr. Addifon pro- 
cured to our author, let him Hand forth, that truth 
mny appear I Amicus Plato, amicus Socrates y fed 
magis arnica Veritas, In verity, the whole ftory of 
the libel is ^lye\ witnefs thofe perfons of inte- 
grity, who feveral years before Mr. Addifon's de- 
cease, did fee and approve of the faid veries, in no 
" wife a libel but a friendly rebuke, fent privately 
in our author's own hand to Mr. Addifon himfejf, 
by him, and never made public, (till after their 
own Journals^ and Curl their own Bookfellcr had 
printed the fame.) One name alone, which I am 
authoris^ed here to declare, virillfufficicnily evince 
this truth, that of the Right Honourable the Earl 
'^ OF Burlington.*' 

\GG^ By another Poet, Mr. IFelftcd.'] Tliis au- 
thor in the Preface to his Poems gives us his 
judgment of Mr. Addifon ia the following words. 
"A late very popular . author has^ 1 own, car- 
*t r red the elTay-turn of wridttg to a great height, 

. (79) See Mifl'i Journal J<ine 8, 1728. 
(80) P. a8. 2cl edt. in 8vo, 1729* 
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whom the world is infinitely obliged for 
the moft valuable inftrudlion conveyed in 
the moft )3eautiful drefs, wc (hall clofe 
his article with the judgment of feveral 

eminent 

" aad left behind him fine models of a terfe and 
" chafte diftion ; his defe6l, if he has any, feems ta 
** be, that he lies too much in courfe fentences, 
that do not run cleverly into one another, and are 
not Co conneded, as to depend naturally e|u>ugl^ 
together : the chain is fometimes wanting, ax^d the 
full (lop or clofe of the period returns too fre«> 
** quently upon us ; which is the vice alfo of the 
*' Frencl^ writers ; or it is at leaft the opinion of 
'* the bed critics of their nation, that thei( lanojuage 
*' has fuffered in this particular, under its mjBern 
"- refinement?, and that their ancient writerdhad, 
*' not only more of the vigorous and mafculinA but 
*' were alfo freer and more difengaged. The Engliih 
*' author I am fpetking'off as he followed, or feem* 
'* ed to follow very clofely in the traces of Fo/fte- 
*' nelle, and has ftudied much his manner, fo did 
** he fucceed ertrcmely well in it ; * however he is 
not without his ma(ler*s alloy ; and there is befides, 
if I may be allowed to fpeak my impartial fenfe of 
the matter, fomething in his way, that I may call 
** too imitable ; that is, one eafily fees thro' his art ; 
** one finds out the fecret clue, by which he con« 
<* dudls himfelf** One obfervation we (hall m.ike 
on the profe of Mr> Welded (who has obliged the 
town with fome beautiful Poems, and among the reft 
with a copy of verfes on which Sir Richard Steele 
bedows the epithet c^^ry ^xr^) is, that it often vfcemf 
to run into the contrary extreme of that for ^i^iich 
he accufes Mr. Addifon* Such of the French, inde e d, ts 
imitate Fonterielle, are too ihort in their period and 
have fometimes three or four in the comfafs of 
fo many lines. But a medium fhould be obfecved, 

K and 




[ 98 ] . 

eminent writers upon him [HH]^ and aii 

extraft 

and it U well Imown that, when k period is fpnn to 
too immoderate a length, it grows heavy and tedi- 
ous. With regard to Mr. Wellled's obfervation, that 
Mr. Addifon has ipitated Mr. Fotitenelle's fnanner, 
one eiTential difiercnce may be ob&rved in it» viz^ 
that the latter great writer is often fo' deiicate that he 
h obfcurey whereas the fdtmer is always plaio'and 
dear. 

[Hff] The jtitlgminj of fever al eminent fori ters upon 
bim ] Mr. Pope, in his verfes occafioned by Mr. kn^ 
j>isn}!C%TreatiJeofMed(2l$^ pays a very elegant com- 
pliment to him in the following lines j • 

Oh toben jhall Britain eonfcieus $f her claim^ 
Stand emuioit4'rf Greek snd Roman fame ? 
, In living medals fee her wars enroll' d^ 
Andvavquijb^d realms fupply recording gold f 


*Then future ages with delight Jhall fee^ . 
Ilozff Plato'^Si Bacon^Sf Newton's looks agree : 
. Or in fair feries laureVd Bards bejbewn, 
A P'irgil there% and here an Addifon* 

Dr. Fiddes having quoted the following words from 
the ' ^peElntor ; Every one that has read the critics 9 
tvho have writ fen upon the Odyflcy, the Iliad, and the 
iEneid, knows very toell^ that thcP they agree in their 
opinion concerning the great beauties in tbefe _ Poems ^ 
they have neverthekfs each of them difcovered feve* 
ral mafler-Jlrokes^ which have efeaped the obfervation 
if the rift ; tells us, that *' the ingenious author had 
^ a right to apply this remark to himfelf. It is ac- 
** knowledged Mr. Addifon has difcovered a multi-* 
'*• tude of beauties in Milton's Paradife loft. Several 
" of which might' perhaps have been undifcovcr- 

" ed 
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cxtntft from fome of the Poems, which 

were 

m 

** cd for jm3iny ages' (82)." 'But iii another place 
the Dodlor cenfures Mr. Addifon^ for afcribiiig to 
himfelf an' obfervation which was far from be- 
ing new (83). Mr, de Voltaire, in bh EJfa^ upan 
the Epic-Poet Rr of {he European Nations^ tells us 
(84), that " Mr. Addifon was the firft, who coniider- 
•' ed in^ proper-view the materials, which composed 
•* the ftrudiureof the^»^/Vi" and having remarked, 
that he borrowed from Lacan's Pharfalia fome Jirokes 
in the drawing of his Cato, he obfervcs (85), thaj: 
*• this ancient Poet never received a greater honour 
•* than when he wras imitated by Mr. de Corncill^ 
•* and by Mr. Addifon,- two men every where fupe- 
•* rior to him." He teHs us in.anolher place 786), 
that "one would be apt 10 think, that ^lilton had 
•* not obtained his true reputation, tilt Mr. Addifon, 
•* the beft critic, as well as the heft writer of his age, 
** pointed out the moft. hidden beauties of the ^ara- 
•* dife hft^ and fettled for ever hs reputatron.'* 
Signipr Paul Rollj, in his Remarks upon Mr^ Voltaire" s 
EJfay ahovemcntioned, having undertaken to vindi- 
cate Milton front jthe exceptions of fhat ingenious 
writer, defires his reader (87) to look over thofe Spec* 
tators, wiieh the celebrated Mr. Addifon has writ up- 
on Milton's Paradife loft ; for he will therty fays he, 
recoiled ihofi right notions^ wbith that EJpiy may 
perhaps have lulled ajleep^ There he will fee Homer 
in his true light, and the different imfreffi.ons fome 
tarts <7/* //&^ Paradife loft have made in the minds of 
Mr. Addifon and Mr. Voltaire. He tells us afterwards 
(88), that ** there is a degree of perfedion and tafte, 
•• which when author^ and critics art arrived aif, 

, (SaV Set Dn Fiddes, Frtfatiry Epi^ conMeming ffike remarks 
upGM Homer, to Df* Swfi, fi, i», rj. (85) Hem,p.97« 

(84) P. 53. edit. 1717. (^5) Pa^ 65* .*(8*J^. 108. 

(«7) p. 3. (88) P. 12. : • -'';: 
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were written on occafion of his death f //J 
Bcfitles the works abovementioned, we 

.. / . have 
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'* make them all of one nation, caWti The Comm on* 
" wealth of Letters, Amelot, la Br uycrc, the Arch- 
** hifliop of Cambray, &c. AddifoOy the Authors of 
the Spe^aton and Tatler4y SCc. Bembo, Caftiglione^ 
della CaO, Sec. might, by their fiyles, .pais for 
countrymen ; they think in the fame degree of 
perfe£lion, and their (lyles keep equal pace with 
" their thoughts. .• .When I read Addifon's work?, 
I imagine I read Plato ; a clear, eafy, and Gen- 
tiemaa like way of thinking and writing appears 
alike in 'both.** The Abbe Dti Bos having quoted 
a paflage from the Spe3ator^ ftyles Mr, Addison ong 
if the greateft TragU-Poets tf/* England (89) ;*and in 
another plicc, one of the moft eminent Engltjb Poets 
{90). He makes very frequent ufe of Mr. Addifon't 
authority in his work, Sur la Poejie^ la Peinture, » 
[//] Written on the ouajt'on of bis Death.] . The 
snoii contiderable of thefe is that by Mr. Tiekell^ 
addrefTed to the Earl of Warwick ; which Sir Richard 
Steele indeed calls Pro/e in Rhime (gi), but with 
what jultice the reader will eaftly judge from a few 
lines of it. He begins with an apology for not pay- 
ing his tribute to Mr. Addifon*8 memory fooner ; 
viz. becaufe intenfe ibrrow damps the poetical fa* 
culty. He then defcribes the folemnity of his fune« 
ral in very ftrong and moving images ; and declares 
that Mr. Addifon's memory will always be prefent to 
his mindy and that it fliall be his task to honour it 
with all the regard due to fo great a m^y after 
which he proceeds as follows : * * 

(89) Repeximt Critifim fur la Foefie & fir la Peinturt^ 
torn. I. Sed. 42. p. 340. edit, i'Utrecht, I73i« 
(90^iUd vol. IUSea.39. p. 503. 
(91) &c lia dedication of the ad ed;t. of the Drummer, p. 17. 
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hare [feveral other pieces qi his^ particu* 
larljr, An Epilogue to the Brilijh Encbanh , 
irrj, a dramatic roem written' by the Lord 

Lanfdown, 

Oft let *me r49gi the gloomy ijlis ahnSf 
(iad iuxtnry ta vulgar mindr unknown) 
Along the w«lU, where /peaking marbles Jbow 
What Worthies form the hallowed mould below z 
Frond ^ameu toho onee the^reins of empire held \ 
In armSi who triumph" d^ Qr in arts ex£eird ; 
Chiefs J grae'd with fears ^ and prddigal ofbJood ; 
" Stern Patriots^ wh^for facred freedom Jlood ; 
. Jitft loie^* by whom impartial laws were given ; 
jind Saint Sy who taughi, and led^ the way to heaven* 
Ne'*er tq^ the/e chambers, where the mighty reft, 
. Since their foundation eame a nobler.gueft. 
Nor e^er was to the bowers of blifs convefd 
A fairer fpirit, or more welcome jhade* , 

He then images to himfelf what the employment of 
-fo gjreac a foul muft be in hb fuperior iicuation in the 
other world ; and Invokes his ai&flance in all the dan-* 
fterous or didrefsful circumftaaces of life* Next fol-. 
jow tbefe beautiful lines : . 

nat awful form {which, fo ye heavens decree 
Muftftill be lov'd andfti II deplored by,me) 
In nightly vifions feldom fails to rife, 

\ Or, rous'd by fancy, meets my waking eyes. ^ 
Jf bufinefs calls, or crowded courts invite, 

, ih* uhblemijb'd Statefman feem to ftrike my fight i 
If in theftage Ifeek to Jooth my care, . • ^ 

, / meet his foul, which breathes, inCsLio there i 
J^ penfive to the rural ft?ades I rove, " • 

His pope overtakes ''me in the lonely grove : ' 
*Twas there ofjuft and good he reafon'd ftrong. 
Cleared fome^great truth, or raised fgme ferious fong i 
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Lanfdown. The third Ode of the thifd Book 
of Horace tranftated. A cranQation of The 

fecond 

• 

Tbin futieHtJhiw^d us the aiji iourfe to Jieer, 
A' candid <infir^ and if friend feveri ; 
There taught us hoto^te live ; and {sh ! too high 
Thf f rice for knewkdge) taught us hew t9 die, 

Mr. Tickell then addrefles himfelf in a poltica] man* 
ner to the feat of the Warwick- Family, the fight of 
which revives in him all the ideas of thofe pleafures, 
which he enjoyed there in Mr. Addifon*s company ; 
but now by his death all the charms of it are extin- 
guifhed: . ' .■ 

• 
his image thyforfaken 'powers reftom 
Thy walks and airy profpeSts charm no mom 
No more the fummer in thy glooms allay' d^ 
Thy evening breezes^ and thy noon-tide flfade. 

Jle clofes the whole with a pathetic lamentation for 

Mr. Craggs, who was Mr» Addiron*'s intimate friend, 

to whom he dedicated his works a few days befort 

'his death, and who died immediately after Mr. Ad- 

difon. 

• • r 

<» ■ • ' 

Bleji pair ! whofe union future bards Jhall tell 
In future tongues^ each other* i hoaft ! faretoeL 
Faretoel ! whom joined in fame, in friendjhip tfj^d. 
No chance could fevers nor the grave divide. 

■ • 
We ^ave like wife Jn imperfeSt copy ofVerfesy occafion- 
ed by feeing the funeral of Mr. Addijon ihWeftminftef" 
Abbey ;• written by.Dr, George Sewell (9a), in which 
we have the following lines : 

(92) It is printed in A New Colle&ton of driginal Poem, by 
the author of Sir Walter RaieigB, In S^, 1720, p. 13. 
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fecond and third Books of Ovid*s Met amor* 
pbofes^ with the Stor'j of Salmacis and Her- 
mapbroditus from the four books, and 
notes upon fomc of thofc ftorics. A Pro* 

♦ 

Earth open wide ! rejoUe thy greedy toomh ! 

f'e proudt O death ! and triumph o'er the tomb ! 
his was ,a conqueft — at a Jingle fpoil 
To plunder half the learning of our ifle. 
In fields of battky where the /word wafles wide. 
And you o'er ruin 'ifeap"4 in triumph ride ; 
Sedate the thinking mind the fate fur veys 
Of creatures form' d to lajlhut half our days: 
And often Jeels a deeper lofs in one. 
Mourning a Plato, or an Addifon. 
• 

He then addrefies himfelf to Mr. Addifon in thb 
manner : 

Gr^t Bard I what varioMs thoughts difiurh ay 
heady 

.W^en Ibeheld thee numbered with the dead P • 
Dijiinguijlh^d only by a decent care^ • 
T%fay ' what late immortal guefi lodged - there^ 

> Is this, I crfd, then rofe the thought profane, ' 
But by thy virtue jheck% recoil' d again, — -« 
«• . Such pow'r the ajhes of the virtuous crave, 
«• Top»o^ a^feeretinfluonc^Jrom the gravt i 

. «* Their tombs are leBuresy and difcharge the trujt 
<* Of living eloquence from filent duft. 

The reader will not perhaps be difpleafed to fee a 
fliort extraft of the performance of a Lady upon this 
occafion. It is intitlcd An Expoftulatory EpiJIle to 
-Sir Richard Steele upon the death of Mr^ Addifon* 
She begins in this manner : . 


l6gue to Pbadra and . 
written by Mr. Edm 
to her Royal Higbnefi 


If I, O Suite , pre/ump 
Uni tbeje unskilful a»ft 
tarbeur to lenfiire tebut 
Hi mil bred maa t'lr in 

She comptjiw then of 1 
diie tegard to Mr. Addifo 


While Ibeu, wifs fal/J 
Tbe mekutbollj theme i 

-Wc Iwvc th«n*B addr«A t 

Tbiu kindprteepur oftt 
\ Grtat wM tb* ibargt, i 
Yeu^ptte'd HI virtue, fa 
So amiable, in ft divrwe , 
j/pum'd at hfi fatfi gk 
My tbH itfiruatd ta im^ 

She tben. appbudt the iMa 
has dnwn of Marcia ano 
upon ihc Ladki Is cop^ ti 

Here, Oytfoirt i» tbii 

Your mludi miib never-f 

■ Qn theft ateomp/ipmenli 

'^jhc grtat merit take 
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wib the tragedy of Cato, Nov. 17 14. ^ 
Poem to Sir Godfrry Kneller on bis Pi£lure 
cf the King. .Chelate Trial and ConviSiion 
of Count Tariff \ and the prefent State of 
the War ^'. and.. the Necejfity of an Augmenta^ 
lion conjidered^ i yoy. The fFhig Examiner. 
Some afcribe to him like>yifea little Tra6t, 
fa id to be written in the year 1692, and 
entitled Differtatio de infignioribus Romano- 
rum Po'etis^ i. e, A Dijfertation upon the 
fnoji eminent- Roman Poets '9 and The Old 
ff^ig^ two pamphlets occafioned by the 
Peerage Bill (/). 

Next follows a compliment to his Opera ofRofamond^ 
vrhere fhe gives us thefe two fine lines : 

• Beauifs.d fnarif unkfsfoith virtue, join^d^ 
' An Angil'fnm Jbould have an Angel-mnd. 

m 

She ihtn proceeds to the merit of his other writmgs.' 

Hot9 learned be wds^ O Steele 9 do tbou declare^ 
. For that's a task beyond a woman^s fphere^ 
Some works Pve feen^ wrought up iy rules ofart^ 
Where poor excluded nature had no part \ 
But he the Stacy rite's ftriSt axioms knew. 
Yet ftill to nature^ as to art was true. 
He touched the heart, the pajions au Id command, 
^Ttpas nature all, hut mended by bis hand. 
His ftyte is nqblet /entimentt\ refined. 
Full of benevolence to all mankind, 

(t) See Memoirs of Mr. jidJifin*s Life and WrititiPt, prcfix'd to 
a Iwok entitled. The Cbrijiian Poet^ a MifceUany of Divine Pfl- 
mi, written by the late Mr. Secretary Addifon^ &c.' 8S 1728* 

After ! 
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After a confiderable part of the' 
was printed off, an ingexyous C 
man fji^ourcd us with the followii 
terials, which we hope will be" t 
good fupplement to ic. 

Dean ADDISON had by Jane h 

whofe ' maiden name was Gulfton^ 
children, whereof Jane the eldeft w. 
April 23, 1 67 1, The fcfond for 
ftone, in April 1673, Dorothy i; 
1674, Anne in April 1676^ and I . 
the youngeft fon in November, i]58c 
Mr. Gulltone and Mr. Lancelot A- 
were reputed to be very well fki! 
the Clikffics and in PaHte LUeiature. 
Addiron*s living at Miltton.waa. 12c 
<!//«. and after hi& deceafe his fon J 
this heir) was fued for dilapidations b 
next incumbent... 

ADDISON (TOSEPH) the eldeft 
of Dr. Lancelot by Jane his wife, was 
at Milfton near Amefbury in Wile 
and being thought unlikely ^o live 
baptized the feme day, which, as apj 
by the. Church-regifter there, was the 
of May 1672 (tf), and not the year be 
as Anthony Wood and others after : 

C.a) This was coifaraunicaM by a Centlcmaii vho feat 
the Re|iftcr., 

rela 
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relate. He was fentfirft.to Ain^fbury 
fchool under the care of tte I^verend 
Mr, Naifli^ • the prefcnt .Sub-dean of Sa- 
rum ; afterwards removed to Sarum fchool 
under the tuition of tfie . Reverend Mr. 
Taylor ; and from dience to the Charter 
Houfe London,- under the learned Dr. 
Ellis, iivhere lie laid the foundation of hi$ 
* friendihip "Vvith the late Sir Richard Steele, 
«« whicfi (fays the author of the Memoirs 
*< of Sir Richard) lafted as long as they 
** lived, except the interruption of a few 
«' little bickerings on certain cecononiical 
*' occafions,^ which however foon termi- 
*' nated in .a good underflanding on both 
<* fides. 'For if was by Mr. Addifon that 
*« he was firfi introduced to the acquaint- 
t' ance of the Earls of Halifax and Siin- 
<« derland, by ^hofe- means Mr. Steele 
*' was^made Gazetcer, one of his firft pre- 
t*' ferrnents,'* There is a tradition in the 
town where he was born,- relating to a lit- 
' tie exCurfion Mr. Addifon made when a 
boy [^J. We are told that it was in Ox- 
ford he firft became acquainted with the 

[i/] A liftle excurfion Jh made voben a %.] Twas 
this : Being at a country- fphool, he committed fome 
tlight-fa,i*lt, when hU feat. of being cor redled fdr it 
vv.is fo great, that he ran away from his father's houfe 
and fled into the fiel45, where he lived upon fruits 
and took up his lodging in a hollow tree, ti 1 upon 
the public^itipn of a reward to whoever fbould find 
him, he was dilcovcr'd and rcflorcd to his parents. 

z late 
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late Earl of Halifax, that great patron of 
the Lcsfrned, who nevtrthelefs was very 
fatyrically charafteris'd (a crrcumftance 
that is but too common) by a noted Gen- 
tleman for the great favour he (hewed to 
fome of the brighteft men his cotempora- 
rics. We (hall give feveral lines from the 
Poenj we hint at, which is written with 
fome fpirit [5]. Whilft at the Univerfity 

he 

[5] We Jhall give feviral Rnes firm the foem faTr.] 
It 18 entitled Fa3i$n difplafd^ printed in one of 
the volumes of State-Poems^ Sr^, '703' where, un- 
der the Charaaer of Batbilh, that Earl is faid to be 
ihadowedy and a defcription is alfo given of his Band 
of Penfion Poets, as they are calhd, * 

Laft refe Batbilh ieclCd with borrowed bays 
Renowned for others proje^ts^ othfrs lays^ 
A gay pragmatical pretending^tool 
Opiniatively wife and pertly dull. 
A Demy-Statejman talkative and loud^ 
Hot without courage^ without merit proud \ 
A leader jit for the unthinking crowd, • 
With dapper gefture^ but with haughty look 
His lewd ajjhciates vainly hf befpoke : 
Do you perform the Politician's p^rt^ 
Til bring th" afftjiajuce of tbe Mufes firt. 
7be Poet-tribe are all at my devoir^ 
And write as I command^ as f in/pire, 
Cengreve for me Paftora^s death did mourn^ 
And her white name with fable verfe adorn. 
• Rowe too is mine and of the Whiggijb train, 
^Twas he whofung immortal Tamerlane ; 
Tho" now he dwindles to an humbler fir ain* 


} 
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he contradcd many debts, all which, after 
his return from Italy, he difcharged very 
honourably with intereft. A very plau- 
fible reafon is given why the author of the 
I'atler affumcd a fiditious eharader [C]. 

There 

/ help'^d to polijb Garth* s rough auktoardiays^ 
Taught him in tuneful lines to found our part fs 

praife* 
Waljh votes with us^ who tho* he never writj 
Tet paffes for a critic and a wit* 
Van^s bawdy plotlefs Flays were once ourboafip 
But now the Poet's in the builder loft. 
On Jddifon we fafely may depend^ 
Apenfioh never fails to gain a friend, 
Tbro" Alpine hills he Jhall my name re founds 
And make his Patron known in clajpc ground, 
Tbefe pay the tribute to my merit due^ 
Call me their Horace and Mecaenas too. 
Princes but Jet unfettled on their throne s^ 
Vnlefs fupported by Apollo's fons, 
Auguftus had the Mantuan and Fenufian Mufey 
And happier Najfau has his Mountngues^ 
But Anna that ill fated Tory ^een 
Shall feel the^ vengeance of the PoU^s pen. 

[C] Why the author of th^ Tati.kr affumcd a fic- 
titious chara^er.l We find this in a niifccllaneoua 
paper of thofe times, containing a conference be- 
tween 3ir Hefter Ryley and Mr. Aaron Hill, where 
the latter tells him, *' My relation (Efq; BickerftafF) 
*' is as far frqm the family of the BickerHaiFs as my 
<< true age is from my pretended one, proceeding noC 
^ from his inclination tip impofe upon the world, bat 
** the knowledge he has of its vitiated tafte : 
** Pride and conceit are the epidemic difeafes of the 
^ m^y a|ui a fool or knave won't hear tbemfelvet 

J^ «dcfcribed1 
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There is an epigram of Mr. Addifon not 
inferted in liis works [DJ. A iharp buc 

witty 


Cft 

«< 
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described by any particular pcrfon ; parties and pre* 
judiccs are become fo common, and their influ- 
ences To aniverfal, that it is neceflary where a per- 
fon would be believed by every body, he fhofild 
** be known bv no body : For inilead oi liftcning. to 
*' the good advice of the man, we are iludying how, 
" by rptorting upon his frailties, to alleviate our 
•• own (i).*' 

[Z>] there is an epigram ef Mr, AUifon^s not in^ 
ferted in bis works.^ As it very poflibly was made oflf 
handy the ingenious Editor perhaps did not think it 
worthy the great and more labour *d pieces of our ex- 
cellent author. However, as mod of our readers 
will in til probability not think it unworthy of his 
genius, we therefore (hall infert it 'here, with the 
occafion of its being written, which is as follows : 
Mr. Addifon was in 1703 a Member of the Kit-Cat 
Club. It was ufual for the bright Wits who com* 
pofed it, to celebrate the feveral beauties they toafl- 
ed, in verfe, which they wrote on their drink- 
ing ghiTes. Among thefe ingenious pieces, which 
were fo many Epigrams, (preserved in the fifth vo- 
lume of Dryden's Mifcellanp) we meet with one 
wriuen by M!r. Addifon,: which is as follows : 

On the Lady Manchefter. 

While haughty Gallia's Dames^ that fpread 
O'er their pale cheeks , an artful red^ 
Beheld this beauteous ftranger there \z)% 
Jn native charms^ divinely fair ; 
Confufion in their looks they Jhew*d } 
And with unb^rrow^d blujhes glow*d. 

{i\ Sir H^ft. Ryley's ^/^©w la*,?- 107. printedin 1710-- 
* {%) The Earl of Manchefter was oor fjBibailador at Faris> ud 
was accompanied by hiiLady* 
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witty anfwer of his is related concerning a 
copy of Englifli verfes which were fubmit- 
ted to his perufal and correftion [£]. Our 
author kept his Tragedy oi Cato by him, 
but unfiniflied, for feveral years, and we find 
it had taken air before it appeared on the 
flage, as appears by a compliment chat was 

paid 

f J5] A Jharf hut wttty anfwer of bis is nlated.l 
This is told by a Gentleman, (a perfon of great ve- 
racity,) who a few years fince was well known in 
Grays-Inn. The ftory is as follows : A certain au- 
thor was introduced by a friend to Mr. Addiforr, 
who was defired to perufe and corredl a copy of Eng- 
]i(h Vcrfesy which were then prefented to him. 
Mr. Addifon took the Verfes, which he afterwards 
found very ilupid ; and obferving that, above twelve 
lines from Homer were prefixed to them by way of 
motto, he only erazed the Gxfttk lines, but did not 
make any amendments in the Poem, and return^ it. 
The author feeing this, defired his friend who had 
introduced him, to enquire of Mr. Addifoa the rea- 
fon of his doing its expedling however to hear 
that his Poem was fo beautiful, that it had no oc- 
caiion for any foreign embellifhment. But his frfend 
potting the queftion to Mr. Addifon, he faid, *' That 
*< whilfl the ftatues of Caligula remained all of a 
** piece, they were little regarded by the people s 
** but that when he fixed the heads of Gods upon 
** unworthy fhoulders, he profaned them, and made 
** himfelf ridiculous. I therefore, fays he, made no 
f^ more confcience to feparate Homer*s Verfes from 
** this Poem, than the thief did who ftole the filVfr 
*' head from the brazen body (3) in Weflininficr* 
1« Abbey." 

(3} la Hciuy the Seventh^i chapeU 
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paid him [/']. Mr. Dennis's Criticifco up- 
on Calo (beforemenCipn^) drew upon hitn 
the refentment of a very confiderable wri- 
ter, who expofcd his impertinent and paffi- 
onace manner of writing very agreeably, 
in a piece entitled, The Narrative of Dr. 
Robert Norris concerning tbejirange and de- 

florahle frenzy of Mr. J n D is^ an 

officer of the tujtom Houfe {b). It is impof- 
fible to give a juft ex trad of a writirsg of 
fb peculiar a kind ; and we cannot do the 
reader a greater pkafure, than by refer- 
ring him to -o exquifite a piece of wit and 
humour. . 

[F] A compliment that was paid him'] By Mr. 
Webftcr, of Chr ill Church OxoD, who prohipted hinii 
to oblige the public with hh Cato in the following, 
lines. 

. And thou^ O Addifoit, no more detain 

^he free-horn Cato, ftruggiing in bis chain ; 
*Tis liberty be loves ; difcloje thy vaft dejign^ 
And Ut us fee that every Mufe is thine* 

It is faid ^at Mr. Addifpn gave the benefit-nights to- 
the houfe, which doubtlefs muft be of fome advan- 
tage to his Tragedy, abftrafted from its great merit. 
It was exhibited thirty ^\t nights without interrupt 
tion. 

(h) Printed in the; MfctOaniet by Mr* Pope aai Pr« Swiit>, 

Vol. 3. p. !• 
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